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FULL EASTER COVERAGE - IMP ROAD TEST - TUNE IN 


AUTOSPORT 


F5000 racing at Oulton Park and Brands Hatch 


PIRANGA 


ELECTRONIC IGNITION 


Atlast...arealadvance 
in automotive ignition systems! 


The PIRANHA system revolu: 
tionises normal car ignition systems. 
Ithas been designed to remove the 
herent weakness of the mech 
anical contact breaker, whilst 
nloiting the proven advantages 
of the discharging inductive coi 
Increased engine efficiency is 
achieved by producing a better. 
constant spark at all engine speeds 
and this provides significar 
provement in fuel consumption as 
well as a substantial reduction i 
exhaust pollution levels 
Variants are available for a wide 
range of ve 


THE PIRANHA ADVANTAGES ARE 
MORE POWER 


rly 40%. more spark energy is 
produced than with a conventional 
contact breaker system. and this, 
bined with elimination of mis: 
firing at all engine speeds, mean 
more power for higher acceleration 


BETTER ECONOMY 


The PIRANHA unit guarantees 
constant spark at all 
engine ating the high 
level of misfiring (potentially in 
excess of 4°.) of t nventional 
ntact breaker system at high revs 
‘ompletely burnt fuel therefore 


LESS POLLUTION 


Complete burning of fue 5 
that atmosphen ugh 
the exhausting urnt fuel is 
ubstantially 


EASIER STARTING 

The PIRANHA uni 

park discharges independently of 
engine speed, even from a sem! 
sischarged bate 


fe, fouled 
plug midity problems, and 
guara Wer starting 


SIMPLICITY 


sisting of a small electronic 


PIRANHA 
¢ fitted in les 

utes, Moving parts are 

mum. and that me 


AND THEY'VE BEEN PROVED! 
testing at the University of 
chester institute of Science and 
the 
an overall 


TRUST PIRANHA- 

WE VE PROVED IT WORKS 
Price: £1980 inc. 

& packing.and VAT. "WorldPal 
subject toCrown User Agree 
The Piranha Ignition 

is guaranteed for 


IGNITION ORDER FORM 

To: Piranha ignitions Ltd, Dept. 

102 Hammersmith Road, 

London W6 7JP. 

Please send me a Piranha Electronic 
Ignition System for my, 


(make, model 8 year of car) 
enclose crossed cheque/PO. 

No. for £1980 made 
Out to “Piranha ignitions Ltd. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


FOR BARCLAYCARD OR ACCESS 
HOLDERS. Please debit my 
Barclaycard/Access account. 
(Please delete where applicable) 


My number is: 


SIGNATURE 


Reg in England 1013573 
Pranha Ignitions Lid. 
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A very pleasing common factor about all the Easter race 
meetings reported in this week's issue is the large crowd 
figures, whether at championship club meetings or the inter- 
nationals. John Webb of Motor Circuit Developments repor- 
ted a 50 per cent increase in attendances at Oulton Park, 
Snetterton and Brands Hatch over the Easter period, and 
many of the spectators must have been watching their first 
meeting, probably attracted by pre-race radio publicity. 

Would they have been encouraged enough by what they saw 
to come back again ? There was nothing to deter them with 
the standard of racing and the actual race programme at 
most of the championship meetings, but we believe the pre- 
sentation of the meetings to be sadly lacking in imagination. 
In many cases there were tediously long gaps between races 
while virtually all the meetings needed considerable more 
life and atmosphere to be injected into them. Do spectators 
really want hordes of hard facts and figures continually 
given out from the commentary instead of a more lighthearted 
and brighter presentation ? All entertainment functions rely 
‘on the lively presentation from the compere to rouse more 
interest for the audience, so that they all become involved— 
surely the same should hold for motor racing. There could 
also be more imagination on how the race programme is pre- 
sented, particularly when at some meetings there are only 
five or six races scheduled, during the afternoon, while Silver- 
stone managed to run off 10 races within four hours. 

The most unfair reward from the Easter events came from 
the Castrol Anniversary Group 1 race at Thruxton where 
Camaro drivers Richard Lloyd and Stuart Graham scored no 
points towards the British Championship despite providing 
the best overall battle so far seen in the series. The problem 
arose because only three cars started in the class, and the 
unfair championship regulations state that in such a case no 
points are awarded and that maximum points are only earned 
when there are six starters in the class. The rule was brought 
in to avoid a repeat of last year’s Group 2 series when Frank 
Gardner's Camaro was hardly ever opposed. 

However the five races held so far, have shown that the 
competition is very strong yet owing to various dramas 
resulting in non-starters in the over 4 litre class, the top 
contenders have been unable to score maximum points in 
three of the rounds. For instance, although Stuart Graham 
has won four races and finished second in another round, he 
is 12 points behind the overall championship leader Andy 
Rouse, whose performances have been equally as impressive 
with the Triumph Dolomite Sprint but his class has been 
overfull on every occasion. 

Castrol and the entrants have come up with a very suit- 
able alternative for the Drivers’ section—keep the 9-6-4- 
3-2-1 basis when there are six starters, and nine points are 
still scored when there are three, four or five starters per 
class while other points in the depleted class are proportion- 
ately reduced. With such a method, Graham would just be 
two points behind Rouse which is much more how the situa- 
tion should be. Therefore we fully support Castrol and the 
saloon car entrants in asking the RAC to scrap the points 
Position to date and revise them on the new system. 


our cover picture 


Brian Redman gave his farewell to British Formula 5000 racing last 
weekend with a win at Oulton Park and second at Brands Hatch, 


leaving im with a 20 point lead in the Rothmans Championship, 


driving Sid Taylor's Lola T330. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by lan Phillips 


Von Opel and Nunn 
go separate ways 


wholly unexpected news 
.¢ from Mo Nunn’s Team En- 
ign this week. It is that, for the 
time being, they and Rikki von 
‘Opel have’ parted company. 

Von Opel is currently neg 
Wating for a different Fi drive 
while Mo Nunn is looking for an 
experienced driver with financial 
backing to take over his cai 
for the rest of the year. 


‘The Ensign Fi project was con- 
ceived at the end of 1972 after 
Von Opel had concluded a suc- 
Cessful F3 season with the works 
F3 car, The wealthy Lichtenstein 
driver put up the money for En- 
ign to move into Fl, just two 
years after the formation of the 
company. The team was run 
fan entirely private venture by 
Nunn and Von Opel and it mi 
its debut at the French Grand 
Prix last year, The team worked 
hard to achieve success and a 
good grid placing at Zandvoort 
jeemed to have justified their 
efforts, However, a chassis failure 
was noticed before the start and 
van Opel did not have the chance 
to show his mettle in the race 
From then on things have not 
progressed 
‘or driver had hoped: in 
Opel has not started a 1 
year, 

‘The team employed Brian Red- 
man to drive at Silverstone last 


respectable lap times and a pro- 
mising drive—these, coupled 


Yon Opel — buying in? 


with his encouraging comments, 
Ted up to the split. It was felt 
that von Opel did not have the 
experience required to sort out 
‘any faults the car might have 
and that by driving it further, less 
Progress would be made. 

Rikki tested the works March 
which Noritake Takahara raced 
at Silverstone last week and, 
according to Max Mosley, had 
some nice things to say about it 
but up to last Monday had not 
contacted him about buying one. 
Von Opel is hoping to find his 
way into a large established team 
‘0 that he can obtain the benefits 
of running with, and learning 
from, an experienced number one. 
Rumour also has it that he has 
expressed an interest in the Hes- 
keth March 731G which is cur: 
rently up for sale. 

Mo Nunn has stressed thet 
there is every possibility of he 
and von Opel getting together 
jgain in the future when both 
fave progressed sufficiently to be 
able to work together success- 
fully. Meanwhile the team will 
continue in Fl although there is 
no certain choice of driver. The 
most. likely is Vern Schuppan 
and he was testing the car at 
Silverstone early this week 
Vern told us that he had cabled 
his sponsor, Teddy Yip of Theo- 
dore racing’ who has returned to 
the Far East, and expects to be 
able to confirm the deal in time 
for the Spanish Grand Prix on 
April 28. 


Mo Nunn — experience wanted 
— 


British F2 


There are strong rumours at the 
moment of there being a For. 
mula 2 race in this country this 
Season after all. We gather that 
talks are being carried on be- 
tween a wealthy individual who 

‘sponsoring a two-car F2 team 
and MCD. 


2 


race? 


‘The biggest problem seems to 
be slotting it into the calendar. 
‘The earliest it could come is 
August or September. It will be 
a non-championship event and 
could form a double-header bill 
‘with F500. 


F1 testing at Nivelles 


There was much activity at 
Nivelles last week when Firestone 
took over the circuit for F1 test- 
ing prior to the Grand Prix be- 
ing ‘held there in early May 
Teams present were Hesketh, 
BRM and Surtees. 


Fresh from their Silverstone 
success the Hesketh outfit were 
Out to prove that it was not a 
flash in the pan. James Hunt was 
immediately in the groove with 
the 38/1 and recorded the 
quickest times which were well 
into the 1m 11s bracket. Jean. 
Pierre Beltoise was out in the 
BRM P201 and according to re: 
ports also looked good despite a 
tired engine. He circulated in the 


1m 12s bracket but unfor- 
tunately his testing finished pre- 
maturely when something broke 
on the car and sent him into the 
catch fencing. Luckily, however, 
damage was not too serious, 

‘Surtees had a few small prob- 
Jems which restricted their Iap- 
pery but in the short time he was 
able to get out, Jochen Mass was 
only a shade’ slower than the 
BRM. 

‘One amusing unconfirmed re- 

Bernie Ecclestone, 

the Bang & 
for the i 
turned up but was asked to 
by the Firestone technicians as 
they thought he might be spying 
for Goodyear. 


Moraes hurt 


Marcos Moraes, the Brazilian F3 
driver who Is running the second 
Hollywood GRD had a nasty acci. 
dent at Snetterton while testing 
last week and is expected to be 
out of racing for some time. 
‘Apparently he went wide coming 
out of Russell and overturned the 
car in front of the pits. Luckily 
a number of people were in the 
pits at the time and were able to 
Tush over to release him. How- 
ever, he did sulfer a few broken 
bones. it is thought that 
another Brazilian will come to 
this country to take his place in 
the meantime. 


Pilette tops 


The Chris Williams Memorial 
Trophy for 1973 was awarded to 
Teddy Pilette last’ week. The 
trophy, presented by Mrs Molly 
Williams, Chris’ window, is now 
presented to the most outstand: 
Ing driver in a Chevron car dur- 
ing a particular season. Pre- 


viously it has been awarded to 
the winner of a named race at 

Oulton Park. 
Judges for the trophy are Mrs 
is, John Bridges, formerly 


of Chevron, and Derek Bennett. 
The award was presented 
Pilette at a party at Bridge 
house last Friday, 


Quick Lola 


Although the performance of the 
Formula Atlantic Lola in the 
hands of Richard Scott at Silver- 
stone for the International Trophy 
meeting was not earth shatter. 
ing. testing the following day 
proved to be an entirely different 
Story. Scott, who is currently 
lying second in the John Player 
championship, having scored two 
wins with his own Geoff Richard. 
son run and powered Scott, got 
well below the lap record which 
Tony Brise had set in the pre- 
vious day's race. Brise’s time was 
1m 25.08 while Scott was well 
into the 1m 24s bracket. How- 
ever, he refused to comment on 
future plans for the car last 
weekend. 


Ring F2 off 


Yet another Formula 2 race has 
been cancelled from this year's 
calendar, Last week the ADAC 
called off the non-championship 
event scheduled for the Nurburg- 
Fing on April 28, The reason fos 
the cancellation is not known but 
it is more than likely that it 
was due to the clash with the 
Spanish Grand. Prix which to 
them meant that Hans Stuck and 
Jochen Mass would not have been 
there. In fact, Stuck would hav 
been there but not Mass who is 
not doing F2 this year. 

‘The mext round of the F2 
championship will be at Pau and 
some exciting new additions to 
the field are expected including 
James Hunt and Emerson Fitti- 
paldi. 


Lloyd’s continue insurance 


It was announced last week that 
the Lloyd's racing car insurance 
scheme” started by | Clubmen's 
driver tan Bracey and under 
writer Malcolm Blair in 1970, has 
= guaranteed future. The trial 
period of three years has been 
Successfully negotiated and 
Bracey and his brokers Chandler, 
Hargreaves, Whittall have an- 
nounced the scheme is here to 
stay. Due to the strict advertis- 
ing rules surrounding Lloyd's it 


took some time to get the scheme 
off the ground. 

Currently, five major F1 teams 
insure with them (there were 
none before the British GP last 
year), while most FS000 teams 
‘also have policies and 10 F2 cars 
were covered at Hockenheim, 
while countless people insure 
club racing cars. 

For more details on the scheme 
contact Ian Bracey (01-407 8000). 
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Pit and Paddock 
Salzburg : BMW win as Fords fail 


The first major confrontation be- 
tween Ford and BMW in the 
European Touring Car Champlon- 
ship fell to BMW in the Salzburg 
4-hour race last Sunday. The 
victors were Hans Stuck and 
Jacky Ickx driving the new 34 
iitre, four valve per cylinder 
BMW CSL and they averaged a 
phenominal 117 mph for the race 
after a great struggle with the 
latest works _Cosworth-powered 
Capris of Toine Hezemans, 
Dieter Glemser and Niki Lauda/ 
Jochen Mass, 


Fastest practice lap went to 
Stuck at 1m 17.14 3, ahead of 
the Capris of Hezemans/Glemser 
(1m 17.44 5) and Lauda/ Mass 
(1m 17.61 5) with Frank Gardner/ 


Brian Music a little further behind 
with the 7-litre SCA Camaro on 
Tm 1814 5, The fastest 2-litre 
was the Zakspeed Escort of Hans 
Heyer and Hartmut Kautz. 

‘The Capri of Hezemans/Glem- 
ser led for the best part of the 
first three hours but with 106 laps 
completed, their Capri retired 
with engine trouble (being traced 
to the block) and Mass inherited 
the lead from the works BMW. 
Both cars were suffering prob- 
Jems with the rate of wear on 
their left rear tyres and when 
Mass’ stop cost 44 5 to the rapid 
25. stop for a tyre change on 
the BMW, Stuck went in to the 
lead with 'an advantage of 6 5, 


However, the Ford's engine 


With Brian Henton currently 
cleaning up all the F3 races with 
no opposition in the works 
March-Holbay 743 he seems to 
have put himself in line for a 
works F2 drive on a number of 
occasions this year. 

‘Max Mosley sald on Monday 
that “* Superhen " would be depu- 
Using for Hans Stuck or Patrick 
Depailler whenever they are un- 
available due to Fl” commit 
‘ments and that the spare works 
car (which Is not yet built) 
would probably be run for him 
towards the end of the year. 

Henton made a prediction at 
the Racing Car Show last year 
that he would be in FL by 1975 
and with the amount of testing 
miles and impressive times he is 
putting up at the moment a few 
Of the right coloured bank notes 
waved in the right direction 
could see this happen, 

‘One person who must be a 
dead certainty for a March rent- 
a-drive Fl seat shortly Is Mike 
Wilds. Mosley was on hand to 
‘see yet another impressive drive 


All directions in the Thruxton GI_roce 
Thorne's Firenza (41) is about to spin and Tim Stock’ 


SErEeans 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 18, 1974 


Henton: probable F2 


by Wilds in the Dempster Devel- 
opments F5000 car at Brands 
With Dempsters being based in 
Sidcup and this year's GP be- 
ing at the Kentish circuit this 
has to be a possibility. 

@ The new John Player Special 
by Corgh toys in double the size 
Of the previous Corgi model, and 
this Lotus 72 is perfect in every 
detail. The wheels can be taken 
off with a spinner-type spanner 
‘and two spare auts are provided. 
Alternative driver's name panels 
fare provided and instructions how 
to paint the helmet in correspond- 
Ing colour, The length is 10% in 
and the price €2.50, 

© Aintree’s first meeting of the 
season on June 8 features 
rounds in the national Vee, Post 
Historic, Monoposto | champion- 
ships as well as qualifiers for the 
Aintree-based Duckhams libre and 
Group 1 Skelly Ford champicn- 
sips and other races for FF, 
special saloons and mod sports. 
Further details can be obtained 
from A. Smith, 13 The Clough, 
Halton Brow, Runcora WA7 2HB. 


was sounding rough and the 
BMW pulled further away, Stuck 
setting an amazing lap record of 
1 m 16.91 s (123.03 mph). Then 
‘with just 12 laps remaining, the 
‘apri’s engine broke. Second 
place was inherited by the ex- 
works BMW of Martino Finotto 
and Manfred Mohr—10 laps be- 
hind—with a similar car_ of 
Alain Peluier/Hughes de Fie 
Janée a further lap adrift in 
third, Easy winner of the 2-litre 
class’ was the Zakspeed Escort 
which finished fourth overall. The 
SCA Camaro of Gardner/Mu) 
‘was fourth for much of the event 
before the diff failed. 

‘We regret that due to unfor- 
‘seen difficulties we are unable to 
Include a full report. 


F1 race at 
Thruxton ? 


Strong rumours at Thruxton last 
Weekend suggested that th 
Hampshire circuit will be the 
venue of a non-championshi 
Formula 1 race in 1975. It wa 
‘also rumoured that a sponsor hed 
‘already been found for the For- 
mula I race, which would be held 
on Easter Monday or one of the 
other main BARC 1975 dates to 
fit_into the Formula 1 calendar. 
‘The circuit hay ring the 
winter, been brought up to dat 
as far as international safety 
Standards are concerned, and 
with the outright record already 
ing at 119.12 mph for For- 
mula 2 cars, the lap speeds 
reached by Formula 1 cars should 
be quite staggering. This would 
be the circuit's first Formula 1 
race although there has been a 
Formula 1 demonstration there 
and various Formula | cars have 
Used ‘Thruxton for testing when 
such activities were permitted. 


—Rab Mason's Dolomite is pointing in the wrong direction, Denis 
Mognum heads for the escape road at the chicane. 
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Morgan’s 
activities 


Top 1972 Grovewood award win- 

his first 
Snetterton 
last weekend, He was. loaned 
Bobby Brown's Atlantic March 
‘and despite his long lay off put 
it on pole position by a hand- 
some margin. After a slow start 
due to the ‘tyres not warming 
up he closed to within 02 5 of 
Richard Scott for the lead before 
being pushed off by one of the 
abysmally slow back markers. 

There are no plans for Dave 
to race the car 
moment and he is still despe 
ately looking for a drive, pre- 
ferably In F2, but he 
to be Atlantic, 
Chevron F2 chassis from last 
year but is looking for engines 
and somebody to pay the running 
costs. 

Although he has not been do- 
ing much racing Morgan hi 
been keeping busy during the past 
few weeks. He has been stan 
ing in for Jackie Stewart durin 
the making of a new seri 
Goodyear road tyre commercial 
So remember the man int 
dark glasses, cap and wearing a 
Rolex watch is not necessarily 
the man himself. 
© Roger Penske has announced 
that Mike Hiss will drive his 
second car at Indianapolis this 
year. Hiss was Rookie of the 
Year two seasons ago and has 
driven for Penske on previous 
‘occasions. The number one car 
will be driven by Gary Betten- 
hausen. At the same time Penske 
announced a new sponsor, Nor- 
ton, a group of companies supply- 
ing’ numerous components to the 
industry. 

@ Although the engine in Peter 
Hanson's Opel Commodore GS/E 
in the Castrol Anniversary Tour- 
ing Car Championship is prepared 
by Broadspeed, the suspension 
mods will be carried out by Han- 
son in time for the Martini Sil- 
verstone round and it is also 
hoped high profile Dunlop slicks 
will be available for the car's 
14 in wheels rather than the pre- 
sent Michelin, which aren't too 
good @ match for the 

lops used on Tom Walkinshaw's 
‘works Capri, The high profile 
Dunlops which were imported 
from Japan for 14 in wheels and 


not be used on the Opel since 
after a few laps they expand to 
half an inch outside the wheel 
arch and would therefore contra- 


vene the regulations. There is 
chance that Hanson will be driv- 
ing the exciting Jumbo 6-litre 
‘Opel Commodore Steinmetz in 
the Martini SuperSports race at 
Silverstone. 

@The Editor would lke to 
‘apologise to those who put money 
on him to win the Mexico race 
‘at Brands last Monday. A severe 
case of brain fade resulted in him 
sitting on the grid unable to 
move — until he found the 
handbrake. 


Pit and Paddock 
Restaurant backs new lhec 


Chevrolet 
going V6 


‘The need for drastic fuel economy 
fs causing the Americans to for- 
sake their beloved V8s. While 
the eventual result will evidently 
be a changeover to cars of 
European size, neither the manu- 
facturers nor the public are quite 
ready for such a bold step. 
Accordingly, many existing 
models wil’ still be sold in 1975, 
fitted with less extravagant 
engines. Smatler power units 
have always been optional, but 
completely new engines are being 
designed in the light of the 
latest fuel economy research, 


Such an engine is the new 
Chevrolet 4-litre 6-cylinder, with 
cylinder head and inlet manifold 
machined from a single casting 
The straight-six has theoretical 
advantages over the VS in the 
economy field, which General 
Motors are at last endeavouring 
to exploit, A fuel economy task 
force, headed by John S. Zwerner, 
ls now one of the most important 
engineering groups in the Corp- 
jon. Their brief does not stop 
power units, for transmission 
Welght reduction, aero: 
‘aad emission control 
re down for urgent study. Brute- 
force is a thing of the past and 
the American automobile will 
certainly beneftt from this more 
scientific approach. 


INB. 


@ Richard Lloyd won the first 


excellent performance with the 
‘A. 3. Rivers/Simoniz Camaro in 
the main 25-lap Castrol Group 
race. This was the first Alcoa 
Man of the Meeting award and 
it will be presented at 12_more 
BARC meetings — six at Thrux- 
ton, three at Liandow, one at 


Castle Combe, one at Donington 


Meeting anorak 
for £30. At the 


end of the 
season an Alcoa Man of the 
‘Year will be selected. 


CATCHPOLE 


The most eccentric of club 
Grivers Ian Bracey made his 1974 
debut at Brands Hatch in the 
‘Clubmen’s Super Sports race with 
the extensively rebuilt Tbec P3. 
‘The car's main sponsor continues 
to be the Lloyd's underwriters 
who back the successful racing 
tar insurance scheme (see P2) 
while a secondary sponsor has 
been added in the shape of an 
Ttalian restaurant Il Palio di 
Siena. At an excellent reception 
in this Earls Court Road trat- 
toria last week many journalists 
were seen haying one too many 
While one of the directors of 
MRC was seen to have a hair out 


of place following a battle of 
Soda siphons with Bracey. 1 
Palio announced that they wish 
to extend a special welcome to all 
members of the racing world, 
drivers, marshals and spectator 
and ‘mention 
ing Ian Bracey's name (or Mons, 
Brassy as they pronounce it) will 
at least have a free drink. It 
works, we've tried it 
‘The new Tbec features revised 
aerodynamics but retains the 
rising rate suspension and rear 
radiator and is powered by an 
FVA based engine prepared by 
Jobn Nicholson. The car is be- 
ing prepared by Jemwood cars. 


© On that much-rumoured BMW 
FI engine, Max Mosley said this 
week: "I know as much about 
Teas you do, I cannot see them 
investing the huge amount of 
money required until the new 
regulations are announced. I 
think this will be around June 
but I can't’ see them changing 
the regulations very much; the 
formula will probably get a five- 
year extension in its current 
form." That sounds to us as if 
Mr Mosley knows more than he’ 
prepared to tell and that BMW 
Gre working on a unit for one 
H. 3. Stuck Jnr to use, 

@No mention was made in the 
Monday's Thruxton programme of 
the planned European 2-litre 
sports car round, which may fol- 
low the Easter Formula 2 event 
in’ that without sufficient spon- 
sorship the race will be cancelled. 
However, the Whitsun Thruxton 
meeting still has Rothmans 
Formula 5000, Castrol Group 1, 
Forward Trust special saloon and 
a special Vauxhi 

@ RAC eligibility scrutineer Peter 
Jowitt carried out a spot Formula 
Ford check after the Wella For: 
mula Ford race at Thruxton on 
Monday on the second, third and 
fourth placed cars ‘(those of 
Richard Morgan, Tiff Needell and 
Terry Richards), and after a 
thorough scrutiny of the valves, 
ports and manifolds the cars were 
Geclared legal and what's more 
the competitors involved were 
very pleased to see such action 
being taken. Such checks are 
likely to become quite common 
this season. 


© Jcck Topin tells us that the 
March Atlantic car driven by Gill 
Orchard is based on a 722 (ex- 
Beutler) chassis extensively 
modified by his Ecurie Santos 
outfit hence the chassis plate 
being Santos March. He is pro: 

with blessing 


@ it seems our John Lepp 
Chevron story. last week I 
caused the principals some em- 
harrassment in ite inaccuracy. TO 

‘tho record straight, Roger 
will run two. ears: John 
Lepp’s works supported Chevron, 
waile 3 second B26 has been 
Bought with Pedro Domecq 
Sponsorship for Raphael Barrios, 
who Is being managed by Derek 
Buller-Sinfleld who. found the 
sponsorship. Sefiva, the mercha 
Dank, are also sponsors. 


@ James Hunt and Mike Hallwood 
received a reprimand from the 
Clerk of the course at the major 
motor cycle meeting at Brands 
Hatch on Good Friday after Mike 
the Bike failed to resist the urge 
to get on two wheels again. He 
Jeapt on a big Honda with James 
fon the back and did a quick lap 
Unannounced. The motor cycle 
boys got their own back later on 
as the two Fl drivers were 
Vited to drive the beach buggy 
pace car to start one race. Un: 
fortunately nobody took any 
notice of them and they were 
ringing up the rear rather than 
heading the pack by the time they 
had done a lap. 


Sunday sport 


@ ‘The BARC are holding a 
championship meeting at the 
Welsh Landow circuit this Sun- 
day and have 10 races on the 
programme including three heats 
anda final for Wella Formula 
Ford championship contenders 
with entries including Syd Fox, 
Peter White, Stephen South, Tiff 
Needell, Peter Orlando" and 
Rupert ‘Keegan, Other champion- 
ship races on the programme in- 
Glude Britax production saloons, 
Tricentrol sports GT, Super Viseo 
Formula 1300 and Low Cost 
Formula 4 In addition to special 
saloon and mod sports events, 
Among those making — the 
journey to Llandow for these 
races. are. Brian. Pepper and 
Malcolm West. in Camaros, John 
Cooper's BMW 3.0 Si, Jeremy 
Lord's Lola T280, Mike Andrew's 
Alexis-BDA, Guy _ Bedington's 
Jaguar W12, John Evans’ Elan, 
and Rhoddy — Harvey-Bailey’s 
Escort, First race starts at 2 pm, 


© Star attraction” of the 
Rochester MC's Brands meeting 
on Sunday Is a ShellSpart Escort 
Mexico race which comprises the 
winners fom the 1973 Celebrity 
races and” therefore features 
Such names as Keith Holland, 
Steve ‘Thompson, David Purle 
Colin Vandervell, Bernard Unett, 
Tony Lanfranchi, Gerry Marshall, 
Lella Lombardi and Nick Whiting 
Tn addition to kart races, thet 
are events for special saloons, 
Formula Ford, Formule Libre and 
mod sports, and significant entries 
are Colin’ Folwell in his Daf 
Oldsmobile, — Whiting's Excort- 
FVC, lan fiax, Mo Mendham and 
Simon Ridge in Minis, Jorge 
Koechlin’s FF Elden and John 
Hardesty's Brabham BT36, First 
race starts at 2 pm, 


© T™me 


Longridge club racing 
cireult opens its 1974 season this 
Sunday with a large programme 
of races, sponsored by Taylor 

Datsun dealers, The circuit 
‘ear Preston and the 


© Making a hasty exit from living 
in England following the pearly 
words of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer a few weeks ago i 
James Hunt, Earlier this week hi 
poved to a new house he has 
bought in southern Spain. 


By Barry Foley 


1 HEAR THEY ARE GOING TOOFFER 


2. DOZEN CUPS OF COFFEE 


U 


FOR THE FASTEST LAP AT BRANDS HATCH, 


AT THEIR PRICEOF I2p ACUP. 


u 


(TS WORTH MORE THAN CHAMPAGNE, 
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Win a free trip to Monaco 


‘The Monaco Grand Prix is justly famed as 
the most glamorous motor race on the 
calendar. The famous round-the-houses cir- 
cuit provides a unique setting for this most 
demanding, most gruelling round of the 
World Championship, and the city of 
Monte Carlo contributes an atmosphere 
unlike any other. It’s the event that every 
motor racing enthusiast wants to see at 
Jeast once in his or her life. 


Well, now's your chance to do it—in 
style and luxury, at our expense. With the 
kind of co-operation of Veuve du Verna: 
the famous French sparkling white wine, 
we're offering a fantastic trip to Monaco 
for two as the first prize in our Monaco 
Grand Prix competition. 


‘The winner and his partner will fly to 
Nice from London on Friday, May 24, 
and return at 7 pm on Monday, May 27. 
Admission to the circuit for Saturday's 
practice and the F3 heats and final, as well 
a5 Sunday's big race, is all arranged, com- 
plete with grandstand seats. So is. first- 
class hotel accommodation, including 
meals, And there's a free day’ on Monday 
to sample Monte Carlo’s high life before 
the flight home. 


All you have to do is 
tions about the Monac 


cartoon on this page. 
Booby just received her spoils 
on the winner's rostrum, and Mad Dog 
Malone is uncorking a celebration bottle 
of Veuve du Vernay. Catchpole and 
Demon Tweak are looking on: what is 
Catchpole saying to Tweak? Your su 
ges ption should be not more than 
words, filled in on the form below. 


Judging the competition will be John 
Lipitch of Edouard Robinson Lid, the 
Veuve du Vernay importers; Avrosroxt 
publisher, Simon Taylor; and ‘cartoonist 

“Catchpole” Foley ‘himself. And for 
the five runners-up, to console them while 
they watch the race on the telly, will be 
whopping Magnums of Veuve du’ Vernay. 


The competition costs absolutely nothing 
to enter, but of course entries can only 
be made on the official entry form from 
this issue of Autosport. Don't send the 
completed form to us: the correct address 
is printed on the form. And do make sure 
your entry goes off quickly because closing 
date for receipt of entries is May 1 


(1) The competition is open to any 
Aurosrort reader over 16 and resident 
in the British Isles, save the employees 
of Haymarket ' Publishing Ltd, 
Edouard Robinson Ltd, their agents 
and their families may ‘not enter. 


(2) The winning entry will be the one 
‘which states the answers to each ques- 
tion correctly, and whose cartoon 
caption is, in the opinion of the judges, 
the most ‘apt and amusing. Maximum 
caption length is 20 words. 


(B) The judges’ decision will be final, and 
no correspondence will be entered into, 


(4) Closing date for receipt of entries will 

May 1. Completed entry form 

should be sent to Veuve du Vernay/ 

Aurosrort Competition, 15 Thayer 
Street, London Wl. 


(5) Results of the competition, with the 
name and address of the winner, and 
the names and addresses of the five 


issue of Autosport dated May 9, 
together with the correct answers 
the questions and the winning caption. 
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are the five questions you must answer : 

‘Who has won more Monaco Grands Prix than any other driver ? 
What race, in what year, was Jackie Stewart's 25th Grand Prix 
win? 

Who won the first Monaco Grand Prix? You can give either 
his real name or his pseudonym. 

Which was the slowest Grand Prix in the past 20 years? Give 
the race, the year and the winning driver. 

Who set the fastest-ever race lap round Monaco, in what year, 
and in what make of car? 


My answers to the five questions are 
a) 
@) 
@) 
@ 


oO) zi 
I think Catchpole is saying to Demon Tweak : 


My address is 


Send this form to Veuve du Vernay/AUTOSPORT Competition, 
15 "Thayer Street, London WH, to arrive not later than May 1. 


HESKETH RACING otter for sale 


JAMES HUNT’S 
—_ MARCH 731 


b Chassis No. 3 


Available to full 1974 F1_ specification. 


Results 

Numerous spares, including noses, silly Recree 18P | es 

noses, wishbones, uprights, steering racks, British GP th (fastest lap) 

: E Dutch GP — 3rd 

brakes, wings, airboxes, gearbox parts, ratios, Canadian GP — 7th 

i USA GP — 2nd (fastest lap) 
oil coolers, tanks, frames, water rails, Has lapped Kyalami in 1.16.2 (unofficial fastest lap 
dampers, springs, etc, etc. ever) 


Offers tor rolling chassis to 


HESKETH RACING, Stable Block, Easton Weston, Towcester, Northants. 
Tel: Towcester (0327) 51253/51254. 


PORTER and HAYLETT LTD. 


a long-established company of boat craftsmen, hi 
available a number of “Sea Lance” and ™ Corniche Expre 
touring power boats. This is @ unique opportunity to obtain one 
of these fabulous craft built to our usual high standard at 
pre-inflation price. 


SEA LANCE 


35ft twin prestige craft with twin 255 hp engines, offering high 
performance with comfortable accommodation. 


CORNICHE EXPRESS 


35ft touring day boat with 188 or 255 hp engines, fantastic 
performance with sleeping accommodation for two. 


For futher details write or telephone the Factory Sales Department. 


Porter & Haylett (MotorYachts) Ltd. 
VIADUCT WORKS = WROXHAM NORFOLK - NOR O32 Tel: Wroxham 2837 
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Purely personal 


“In the past 14 years | 
have been struck by 


lightning at Castle 
Combe, nearly _ elec- 
tocuted "at Crystal 


Palace, while the ladder 
at Thruxton has nearly 
claimed my life on 
several occasions. 


—_—_———____. 
NEVILLE HAY 


About 14 years ago under circumstances 
Which we won't go into at this stage I was 
placed in a Bedford van and told to do a 
commentary on some motor racing for the 
first time. This outrage against the motor 
racing public took place at Ragley Hall, and 
neither Ragley Hall nor I have ever been the 
same since, 


A commentary box can be a very lonely 
place particularly when the very necessary 
information Is lacking, so, purely personally, 
if you have read this far and you drive racing 
cars and never fill in information sheets, 
Please take note! 


Fourteen years 
doing well if he 
most. of 


0 @ commentator was 
the christian names of 
the drivers, but now we need @ 
biography of both car and driver 

iso have to contend with all 
the relative information In regard to sponsors 
Of each. individual race as well as the overall 
‘sponsor of the meeting. The time available 
for us to do this leads to some rather hectic 
hours prior to the start of most meetings 
unless of course one has the advantage 
separate practice day and colate. this 
information by means of midnight oil al 
practi 


Without labouring the point, however, a 
‘commentator is that link which welds together 
the organisation, the driver and the spectator 
and the increase in speed of modern racing 
cars together with the necessity to squee 

‘many events as possible into a day's 
icing often precludes the commentator from 
using half the knowledge he has obtained 
These same problems, of course, can also 
lead him into mistakes which the spoken 
word does not allow him to withdraw, 30 for 
once in this case you may be assured that 
this commentator at least knows what he 
has sald. 

There is a wind of change blowing through 
commentary with the desire for the sponsor 
to get value for his money but we must 
attempt new methods of promoting all the 
interests, by giving Mr. Joe Public 
and better value for his money at 
time. 

Anthony Marsh ran a question 

Hunt and the 
ye 


spectators 
and I have a feel- 
1g that this Is stepping’ very much in the 


right direction, I did some spectator inter- 
views myself at Silverstone a couple of 

sons ago for their early morning pro- 
gramme, some of which were edited from the 
tapes that we used, but some surprising views 
‘emerged and some interesting questions, sO 
perhaps during 1974 we may be able to follow 
this line to greater effect. 

I feel that the time has come for a much 
more informed approach by all the parties 
‘who wish to use the facility of a commentator 
to take note of such of the suggestions that 
we may have made and if possible Implement 
them. I have long held the opinion that the 
actual biographical information and the press 
releases of sponsors at a meeting should be 
made available to the commentator prior t0 
that meeting rather than as a result of con- 
stant badgering and beavering during prac- 
tice. It is not entirely fair that the officials 
in the scrutineering bay, who know only too 
well our problems, have to assist us to get 
‘our $0 necessary ‘information sheets on the 
day of the meeting and it seems to me to 
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be absurd that the job ‘could be done at the 
same time as the entry form is made out, 
or at least it could be made very clear in 
the regulations that the information must be 
handed in when signing on, The NSCC used 
the former method very successfully when 
I worked for them some years ago and I am 
certain that the resultant work of myself 
and the other commentators who were 
employed by them was greatly assisted by 
the extra time we were able to spend talking 
drivers, sponsors, etc, without the con- 
iant_worry of the time that we have to 
spend on gaining this basic knowledge. 

There is, of course, a very much lighter 
side to commentating and there is ever 
Dresent the difficulty of not immediately 
Dlurting out some of the accidental know: 
ledge we acquire. As a matter of interest 
I can name several drivers who have intro- 
duced to me more than one lady as their 
wife in less than a month, and this particular 
point can present difficulties during presenta- 
tons. 

There are a number of silly things that 
can happen to a commentator in the Isle of 
Man up a tree with a case of well-known 

jcoholic beverage and a microphone—and 
getting down that tree was even worse. In 
the past 14 years I have been struck by 
lightning at Castle Combe, nearly  electro- 
cuted at Crystal Palace, while the ladder at 
Thruxton has nearly claimed my life on 
several occasions. My debut there being 
marked by my papers being blown off the 
top of the ladder which preceded my first 
fall of many and a subsequent paper chase 
which was at least. the equal of Jackie 
Stewart's drive in the Italian Grand Prix 1973, 

‘There has always been a tendency in motor 
racing to regard drivers as forgotten men 
‘when their Initial promise becomes arrested 
by lack of competitive drives. I am sure 
that we have seen drivers whose full potential 
bas not been exploiied and sponsorship has 
not improved the situation. This may be 
due, of course, to a sponsor wishing to use a 
ig him to 
but it is my belief that if 
sponsors were more inclined to go direct to 
teams rather than drivers this position could 
be changed with advantage. 

This failing is lustrated by Derek Bell's 
ability in all types of ear, while David Hobbs 
is another driver who could and should have 
had the opportunity to drive a competitive 


Grand Prix car. David, of course, has found 
an outlet in America which ma result 
of & new American interest in Grand Prix 


racing, be the right place to be at the moment. 

I have a theory regarding Indianapolis-type 
racing affecting drivers’ performance in Grand 
Prix cars and I have yet to see any European 
‘who is competing there able to maintain his 
form in Europe at the same time. 

This adjustment in technique caused prob- 
Jems for Jack Brabham, Graham Hill” and 


Stewart and it is therefore of some interest 
to me that it was normally only on very fast 
circuits that the late Peter Revson had been 
able to give of his best. 

‘There is, of course, a great deal more to 
setting up a racing car than many people 
believe. 


The success of the Antipodean 
;, based on their mechanical ability to 
ir, is understandable, but it is not 
lone’ which has given ‘them an edge 
in this field, it is rather more likely that the 
ability to analyse what a car is doing under 
racing conditions and to analyse it simply and 
correctly is where this success is founded. 
I have heard well-known drivers complain 
Of a car's handling but with little ‘real idea 
of what they are actually requiring of it 
and ability to suggest modifications. More 
often than not the blunt statement that “it 
‘won't steer” to in what 
is ability to 

communicate with the designer that was high- 
lighted by the success of Niki Lauda in what 
was almost an historic racing car. The 1974 


Ferrari in his hands is a very different pro- 
position and he could well be destined for 
world championship honours this season. 
There is no doubt that 1974 is the most 
‘open season in Grand Prix racing we have 
seen for many years, and I cannot but echo 
the feelings of Keith Douglas and others 
that with the tremendous interest in the USA 
in Grand Prix racing a change of formula in 
the near future may not be in the best 


interests of motor racing. 
The spectacle of modern racing is often 
the 


criticised when compared to that of 
fifties and there is no doubt that becai 
of the growth in tyres, suspension design 
tended to stagnate during the past ars. 
Ido not believe that Formula 1 regulations 
need the complication of air inlet limitations 
to make racing more interesting, more spec: 
tacular and safer, but rather that a limitation 
in tyre width could and would provide the 
necessary answer to both these problems. 

I know this is not the original theory, but 
there is no doubt that the enormous rise In 
comering speeds has played a major role in 

forms of racing becoming more dangerous 
din the spectator having to be removed 
farther from the track side, 

All the parties involved in intern: 
‘motor racing have $0 far lacked the co-ori 
tion that is necessary to bring about suc 
ful changes and, from the safety aspect in 
particular, one would have thought that by 
now the common ground that exists between 
all the parties concerned would have led ti 
the implementation of many of the change 
that have already taken place without the 
vast publicity given to the views of individual 
representatives of any of these parties ca\ 
ing confusion, cost and ill feeling. 

Motor racing as a whole has already been 
the loser in this direction and as costs con- 
tinue to escalate further money will be wasted 
unless our efforts are properly co-ordinated, 

When the petrol crisis loomed. on. the 
horizon such a: short time ago it seemed 

we would have any chance 
of pursuing our respective involvements. in 
any sort of motor sport and it is therefore 
@ very pleasant surprise to me to find that 
my own involvement this year is still as 
much, if not more, than any previous season. 

‘The general question at the moment appears 
to be who is going to take over the mantle 
of the man to beat and the claimants to the 
champion's throne are known to us all, but 
looking towards the future 1 cannot discount 
in my thoughts the possibility that it may be 
@ long time before we see British drivers 
Games Hunt excepted, of course) exercising 
the domination of Grand Prix racing that we 
have been used to. Niki Lauda, Hans Stuck 
‘and Jochen Mass are obviously the spearhead 
of the new generation of European stars who 
are coming to the forefront of Grand Prix 
racing, and one is bound to say that the 
British scene is not very encouraging in the 
Grand Prix class at present. The new gene! 
tion of American drivers is just around. the 
corner (wherever they were born) so let us 
hope 1974 will indicate whether Tom Pryce, 


Tony Brise, etc, have what it takes for 
Formula 1. 
1 had an opportunity at Brands Hatch to 


Work at my first RAC Group 1 saloon car 
championship round, and in spite of its critics 
British Leyland’s involvement in Group 1 is 
very welcome. Group 1 cars are, as yet, 
Undeveloped, although some of the sophistica: 
tion that has taken place in the preparation 
of the Dolomites, for example, is going to 
mean that the cost of Group i will, in the 
final analysis, not be that much Jess within 
the regulations, it has replaced. There at 
however, a greater variety of cars competing, 
which makes life much more interesting for 
the spectator and I hope that BLMC. will 
Jook''a little harder at some of the bigger 
fars in their range and have a go for out- 
right victory amongst the Camaros before 
loo. 


Bob Evans on his way to a superb victory in Alan McKes 


BRANDS HATCH 


Lola T332. 


Evans heads Lola 1-2-3 


By MIKE KETTLEWELL 


Photos by GERRY STREAM 


Bob Evans became the fourth winner of the five F5000 races held so far this season when 


he held off a magnificent challen 


again the Rothmans Championship race provided sensational racing and thr 
‘who claimed pole position 


‘Out in particular, First was Mike Wil 


from Brian Redman at Brands Hatch on Monday. Once 


‘drivers stood 
in the Dempster Developments 


March and led the first two and a half laps then, a breathtaking manoeuvre, Bob Evans got by 


at Kidney in the 


four ears which had chased them throughout the opening minutes. Evans wa: 

ve Wilds. until the 60-lap race entered its closing parts. At this time a challenge 

In the familiar guise of Brian Redman's Sid Taylor Lola. After a slow start Redman 
hhe recled in the youngsters. As as caught Witds th 

‘and started to suffer # sticking throttle and Redman went by 


really started to fly and bit by bit 
Dempster car lost all its 
and 


to get by but the determined Evans was 
neat and fast driving he did and took 
expected to cope with this problem 
fand Vern Schuppan to finish sixth. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The situation was brighter than 
Park, Despite the Cheshire car 
Guy Edwards and Tony Dean were nat 
to present themselves in Kent on Mondas 
morning for this double prize-money round 
Over 60 laps of the 1.24-mile Club circuit 
‘There were several newcomers: Tom Belso, 
Keith Holland, Clive Santo, Patrick Sumner, 
Brian Robinson and Allan’ Kayes. 

It was overcast but at least dry for the 
90-minute practice session in which a de- 
lighted Mike Wilds secured pole position with 
allap in 44,2 5 in the Dempster March 744. 
This was, however, 0.2 s off the lap record 
set by Brian Redman and Graham McRae in 
October 1972 and a whole second slower than 
Redman’s qualifying time for that same 
meeting, Wilds was optimistic that gearbox 
problems would not hinder his performance 
this time ‘as it had been discovered while 
rebuilding the rear-end after Oulton Park 
that the linkage had been baulking on the 
monocoque. Second fastest, 0.1 s slower than 
Wilds, was Teddy Pilette in his repaired 
VDS/works Chevron B28. Pilette completed 
well over the race distance in practice. 

‘Despite fuel pick-up problems and oversteer 
problems Bob Evans headed row two with 
44.5 s in the McKechnie Wines/STP/Henley 
Forklift Lola T332, immaculately presented as 
Usual. Peter Gethin was alongside in the 
second VDS/works Chevron B28, also with 
445 5; his car had also been repaired after 
the ravages of Oulton, a beautiful job being 
made of the main body section which had 
broken in two. 


{off after Evans. It looked like a formality for the Lancastrian—no wa) 
Lolas battled it out nose to tall for the final doz 

front and wanted to stay there. Wit 
well-deserved wi 


MeKechnle STP Lola, Slowly these two young drivers pulled away from 


ever able 


‘The two 


laps. Redman made repe: 


by 0.7 s. Poor Wilds could 
‘by Ian Ashley, Peter Get 


‘overhauled 


On row three, Tom Belso’s Radio Luxem- 
bourg-backed Lola T330 achieved 44.8 s, 0.1 s 
quicker than points leader Brian Redman 
Who was having his last race with Sid 
Taylor's Lola T332. Did Vern Schuppan say 
“Yippee?” Although only 0.9 » slower than 
Wilds, lan Ashley in the first of the two 
ShellSport Luxembourg Lola T330s was back 
on row four, complaining that his “banana’ 
wing was giving too much drag in relation 
to downforce achieved. Then, 
came David Hobbs’ Hogan Racing Lol 
‘The oll pump seized before practice was over 
and Hobbs elected to change the engine rather 
than the pump which might seize again. 
Making a welcome return to FS000, and 
hoping to start his first proper race was 
Keith Holland in the Ian Ward Racing Trojan 
‘T102. Complaining of understeer and a leak- 
ing water pump, Holland equalled Hobbs 
time “of 45.3 s, (Because of a lack of 
mechanics, the Trojan could not be prepared 
for Oulton Park) At 45.8 s came anothe 
Easter newcomer, Clive Santo with his Lola 
7330. Clive had missed Oulton as his fuel- 
injected Smith engine had been sent back, 
to Derby following its Silverstone misfiring’ 


problems—but nothing had been found 
‘wrong! 

Vern Schuppan did 46.1 s in Sid Taylor's 
Trojan TIOL, its engine still “fat” after 


2 look-see following Oulton Park. Lella Lom- 
Bardi (ShellSport Luxembourg Lola T330) did 
464 s and Chris Craft in the Crowne/VDS 
Chevron 824/28 achieved 46.7 5 before a 
drive-shaft failed. Patrick Sumner (Trojan 
Tiol), Brian Robinson (McLaren M19C), 
Trevor Twaites (Lola T330), Damien Magee 


(Lola 7330), Allan Kayes (McLaren MI4A) 
and Nick Wattiez (Lola T330) completed the 
Fanners. Magee’s Lola was still without the 
Himited-slip. diff working, while Wattiez was 
not allowed to start as he “ failed to qualif 


Some competitors had difficulty overtaking 
Wattiez in practice, Ashley having a moment 
on the grass on Top Straight 

up as follows: 


‘They lined 


RACE 


Under a still-overcast sky the cars came out, 
ined up after the startline and were released 
fr three warming-up laps to try to get the 

tyres up to working temperature. There was 

& slight delay as some cars were lined up 

properly and then the flag was dropped. It 

Was a sensational start with plenty of the 

Usual’ tyre smoke and a superb display 

from second-row man Evans who slotted 

in behind Wilds round Paddock. Then came 

Pilette, Belso and Gethin, At the end of the 


first lap the order was the same—Wilds, 
Evai Belso and Gethin—with Redman, 
Schuppan, Hobbs, Holland, Santo, 
Lombs umner, Magee, Robinson, 


Twaltes and Kayes completing the high-speed 
Rothmans expres wre Epes 

Six cars separated themselves from the 
pack, with Evans taking the lead in a calcu 
ited manoeuvre along the entire length of 
the Bottom Straight on lap 3. Wilds held on 
with Pilette, Gethin, Belso and Redman close 
Behind. Schuppan ted. the rest, with Ashley 
and Holland giving him no.’peace. Wilda 
gave Evans no chance to relax—did. any 
tiver relax ir this exciting race ?—but the 
Sextet up front Became a quintet on lap nine 
when Pilette stopped at the pits to change 
2'wheel, Hobbs "was another ‘visitor for the 
Same reason and in no time these (wo past 
F000 ‘champions were ‘Ich and. 18th, the 
Belgian leading the Englishman 

It had to break up. The leading battle 
settled down on lap Ié with Evans. leading 
Wilds by"a whisker, Gethin’ dropping back 
In third and then Beiso holding off Redman 
Molland had ‘shaken off the “others (0. tun 
Sixth, although soon he was in trouble with 
‘misting due to a troublesome black-box and 
titer two pit stops he gave up the struggle. 
Then ‘came a close-knit group. of Ashley. 
Schuppan and Santo’ with Craft, Lombardi 
and Sumner the remaining unlapped runners. 
Magee. succumbed to gearbox problems. while 
Robinson had also packed up. 

‘Soon Redman put'a spurt on. With Belso's 
engine, misfiring “due to" a flat battery (Tom 
was also. racing without a. clutch), Redman 
Jnoved into fourth place. on lap 17" and two 
Taps later he was third, Gethin having eased 
his, pace. slightly. ‘The next. target. was. the 
fenders “about 63 ahead. At half-distance, 
So laps, it was under 4s and Redman was 
motoring ‘with a vengeance, determined. 10 
twin his last European F5000 race of the year 
Getnin’ was dropping back in fourth place. 
While’ Ashley fended. off Schuppan in fifth 
Seventh, man Craft had been lapped, with 
Lombardi eighth and being closed on by 
Pilette. Pilette was, in fact, lapping infront 
oF Evans. on the’ road, a "position "he 
‘Maintained Until the race drew into its final. 
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exciting stages. 

By lap 35 Redman was on Wilds’ tail and 
fifth man Ashley had been lapped. Redman 
challenged hard, aware that Evans had by 
now opened out a lead of over 3 s. It 
happened on lap 40, with Redman taking 
Wilds Into Paddock ‘and slowly but surely 
hhe cut fractions of a second off Evans’ lead 
The two Lola T332s were racing really hard 
and Evans was driving magnificently to hold 
off the vastly more experienced Redman. 

With 10 laps to go Redman was on Evans 
tail. It seemed all over, a mere formality for 
Redman to take the lead, But Evans wasn't 
giving an inch and matched Redman's every 
move, Many times Redman pulled out to 
Uy to overtake—especially along the Top and 
Bottom Straight: —but there just wasn't room 
and after a iast-ditch attempt at Druids on 
the last lap Redman had to concede victory 
to Evans, 

Wilds, meanwhile, slowed with fading 
brakes and a sticking throttle—a lethal com- 
bination—and in the closing stages he was 
lapped by the flying leaders. With two laps 
to go Ashley, Gethin and Schuppan caught 
him and demoted. the early-season champlon- 
ship leader to sixth. Gethin was another who 
had. slowed, yet after being overtaken by 
Ashley on lap 40 he clung on and remained 
‘a challenger until the end. Pilette and Lom- 
bardi were lapped twice and Sumner three 
times after his strongest F5000 race yet 
Twaites and Kayes finished several laps in 
arrears. and Craft, Hobbs and Belso also 


finished after pit’ stops. Craft changed a 
wheel, Hobbs had misfiring and handling 
problems and was a. constant pits visitor, 


While Belso stopped to change his battery 
Santo retired with handling problems after 
reaching seventh place before mid-distance 

With Redman now "retiring" from Euro 
pean F5000 racing the battle for the cham. 
pionship has really hotted up. Redman has a 
Bo-point lead which will soon evaporate, his 
nearest challengers being Hobbs, 47; Gethin, 
45; Wilds, 42; Evans, 41; and Ashley, 40 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Having equalled his lap record in practice, 
Barry Foley must have felt in a pretty conf 
dent mood as he sat on pole in his St Bruno 
Rougheutter, especially as he was flanked 
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Mike Wilds about to relinquish second place to Brian Redman with the lapped Ashley behind. 


by his arch-rival and business partner Noel 
Stanbury in the immaculate “works” Gryphon 
with Vernon Davies’ ultra rapid Mallock U2 
yet another ade hreat Tas . xpeeted cemon 
dice between Messrs Stanbury and Foley 
sadly did not ma.cuulse sue as Foley shot 
off towards Paddock, the Gryphon lingered 
momentarily. As if that wasn't enough, by 
the time Noel got into his stride, Foley made 
life rather difficult at Paddock and the 
Gryphon spent a lurid time kicking up the 
dust. More drama followed as Foley's engine 
spluitered at Druids forcing him to run wide 
and in a flash, Davies was through into the 
lead he was destined never to lose. 

Foley then spun immediately at Bottom 
Bend but sadly, a mysterious electrical 
problem was to erase any hopes he had of 
climbing back through the field. A hair rais- 
ng spin at Kidney by the new second man, 
John Davies (Bladon-Holbay), saw the fast 
recovering Stanbury nearly meet his maker 
as he took yet again to the grass to avoid 
what would have been one Helluva shunt 
Inch by inch he closed on Vernon Davies but 
to no avail. Farther back, Caldwell Smythe 
was trying eamestly to oust Frank Synter 
for fourth place which he succeeded in 
doing at Kidney on lap five, although from 
then onward was in no position to challenge 
third man Richard” Cresswell, who had a 
solarity race throughout. 

The intrepid journalists came out next 
Intent on proving who was the better in 
the invitation race for the Evening News 
Trophy. As is the usual practice for these 
fun” races, the grid positions were drawn 
out of a hat but it was the guys farther 
back that made the race. Pre-race favourite 
was Guardian scribe Charles Cook whose 
recent performances in these cars have ob- 
viously left their mark. From the middle of 
the fifth row, he lay seventh after the first 
lap and proceeded to edge nearer and nearer 
the front along. with Motor Sports Clive 
Richardson, whose drive from the very last 
row was really quite remarkable, considering 
that he passed ten cars on that hairy first 
lap. Having jumped the start(!), Tony Tucker 
of ‘the Kent Messenger held everybody at 
bay, until half distance and then promptly 
revolved at Paddock in a huge cloud of dust 


This elevated John Blunsden to the helm, 
but the rapidly closing Cook and Richard: 
son, plus the often hairy and hard’ charg 


ing Murray Taylor (Motoring News), learning 
very swiftly im his first ever “race.” After 
this performance, he should be in line for a 
Grovewood. What of our man? Well, after a 
favourable grid. position, Ian Phillips blew 
his chances by leaving his handbrake on as 
the flag fell. He was last by Paddock but 
tigered thereafter and gained a respectable 
and fast rising eighth by the flag. And not 
One bent motor car! 


‘The Triplex production saloon event really 
suffered from the rigours of Snetterton the 
day before for we had no Camaros at all. 
After burning much midnight oil following 
the huge accident at the Norfolk circuit, 
Derrick Brunt put his Vauxhall Magnum on 
pole and strolled home as he pleased, always 
comfortably out of reach of Martin Carroll's 
sideways Capri. Motor man Rex Greenslade, 
in another Magnum, followed the Capri 
closely but that's about all he could do, just 
sit and watch. Fourth throughout, and keep- 
ing well out of harms way in his beautiful 
Alfetta (why race such a nice car?) was Alfa 
‘employee Jon Dooley. 

The final race of the day brought out the 
smaller Supersports and, like the first, this 
looked like an interesting battle with two 


Murray Taylor of MN heads winner Charles 
Cook (Guardian) and. Clive Richardson 
(Motor Sport) in the Mexico race 


of the leading driver/constructors on the front 
row, namely Andy Diamond in his works 
Gryphon and ‘Arthur Mallock in the works 
Mallock U2. However, Diamond made a dread- 
ful start while Mallock leapt to the front, 
harried closely by Creighton Brown's U2. 
Brown dived inside Mallock at Paddock soon 
after to lead while Diamond slowly got into 
the groove and began to pull them back. He 
took the Mad Major at Paddock on the last 
lap, only for Arthur to try a suicidal re- 
passing attempt at Drulds, which fortunately 
only resulted in delaying both of them, but 
it Bnished Andy's hopes of having a’ last 
minute attempt at catching Brown, whose win 
moves him into the lead of the series 


overall 
CHRIS WITTY 


a ee tee 


YES—WE HAVE 
BEDS IN MONACO 


Even now at this late stage, only five weeks before 
the Grand Prix de Monaco, we can still provide beds 
in the Principality. Not many, it is true, but we may 
have just the room/hotel combination that you 
require. With these beds we can offer convenient 
flight arrangements. For five nights six days (Wed- 
nesday-Monday) we have space on flights from both 
Gatwick and Luton. For a shorter duration (Friday- 
Monday) the Luton departure is fully booked, but we 
can still offer space from Gatwick. On Sunday we 
have flights for the one day’s duration from both 
Luton and Gatwick. Your only hope from Luton is to 
obtain a cancellation, for that departure has been 
fully booked for a long while, but we have planned 
an additional aircraft from Gatwick, on which there 
are still seats available. Not only do we have the beds 
and aircraft seats, but we have a selection of grand- 
stand seats, too. Everything, in fact, to enable you 
to see what could prove to be the most exciting 
Monaco GP for many years. 


Decide to call Kate Haynes today. She can tell you 
the up-to-date situation on any of our many different 
departures. 


Call Leicester (0533) 51211 for a reservation or use 
the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure. 
Name 


Address 


y. BADGES 
ne) BADGES 
¥ BADGES 


EMBROIDERED CLOTH BADGES. CARS 
40p each plus 5p p&p 

Firestone, Shell, BMW, Chrysler, Duckhams, 
MG, Dunlop, Volvo, Ferrari, STP, Race 
Division, Elf, Goodyear, VW, British Leyland, 
Ford, Racing Team, Castrol, Union Jack, 
Porsche, Marlboro, BRM, Lotus, Race Team, 
Mechanic, Alfa Romeo, Chequered Flag, BP, 
Abarth, Chevron, Maserati, Silverstone, 
Brands Hatch, Lamborghini. 


MOTORCYCLE BADGES 
40p each plus 5p p&p 
Ariel, Yamaha, MV Agusta, AJS, BMW, 
Bultaco, Honda, BSA, Norton, Triumph 


SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE BADGES 

50p each plus 5p p&p 
Yardley McLaren, Rothmans Motor Racing, 
Rothmans 5000, Rothmans Motorcycle Racing 


METAL LAPEL BADGES 
20p each plus 5p p&p 
Le Mans, BMW, Lola, USA Flag, Monaco, 


Lotus, Silverstone, Ford, Austin Healey, 
Porsche, French Flag, Chevron, Jaguar, 
Cooper, MG, Nurburgring, Mini Cooper, 


Brands Hatch, Union Jack, Ferrari, Matra 


Sport, Maserati, Monza, German Flag 


STICKERS SETS OF CARS SHOWING 
INSIDE AS WELL 5p each plus 3p p&p 
Rover 3500, Alfa Romeo, 2000, NSU Ro 80, 
Ford Cortina Estate, Mercedes 350 SL, 
Citroen GS, Aston Martin, Lotus Elan, Fiat 
130, Clan Crusader, Porsche, VW, Chrysler 
180, Jensen, Renault 17TL, Lotus Europa, 
Ford Cortina 1600, Hillman Avenger, Sunbeam 
Rapier, Renault 16TS, MGB, Morris Marina, 

Fiat 124, Triumph Spitfire and TR6 


Please send 
Name 
Address 
GO GEAR (LONDON) LTD. 


95 Pimlico Road 
London SW1 
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750 Motor Club 
Austin Seven day 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


The 750 Motor Club describe themselves as 
Leaders in Low Cost Motor Sport.” Nobody 
will challenge this assertion and the work of 
the mai 

the racing and t 
to need further comment 

It is recognised, however, that the whole 
thing started with the Austin Seven, the 
figure 750 in the title referring to the capacity 
of that car's engine. In addition to. competi- 
tion motoring, the Club is interested in. the 
Preservation of Sevens in original condition, 

isting members with advice on technical 
matters and the acquisition of replacement 
parts for rebuilds. The humble Seven is 
becoming quite a collector's item and young 
motoring writers are growing up without ever 
having owned one, It was a splendid. idea, 
therefore, to invite the Press along to Kneb- 
worth House to gain experience in representa- 
tive cars provided by trusting owners. 

T had no need of such tuition, having 
been given a brand new. Austin Seven by an 
indulgent mum when I was seventeen. 1 
remembered the clutch, with its very short 
movement, and the tendency of the car to 
hop if driven too fast backwards. The 6 ft 3 in 
Wheelbase and extremely quick steering still 
come naturally to me, for once you have 
mastered the tricks, the knack stays with you 
—it's like swimming or riding a bicycle. Yet 
I probably enjoyed the day even more than 
the younger men, for I was able to re-live 
50 many memories. 

Herbert Austin’s brilliant design took the 
world by storm in 1923. The first BMW and 
the first Datsun were Austin Sevens built 
under licence, while the Rosengart in France 
and the Bantam In America were also suc- 
cessful derivatives. The car weighed 8} cwt 
and would carry two parents and two 
children — more with a squash — at over 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 18, 1974 


40 mpg. It was easy to work on and 
Parts were laughably cheap. 

A circuit had been mapped out round the 
drives of the mansion, which allowed the 
many virtues and few faults of the gay, 
little cars to be assessed. The first car 
which I drove was an open. chummy — 
2 +2 in modern jargon — which is the pride 
and joy of my old friend, Pat Thornton. It 
has the original 3-speed sliding-pinion 
box with a central gate-change, which has 
the advantage over the later’ ball-change 

ment in having a reverse stop operated 
convenient trigger on the lever. 
3.50—19 tyres and a 4.9 
le, which makes it wonderfully effort- 
less at its 40 mph cruising speed, though 
quite gentle gradients call for a change to 
the 9 to I second gear. I had no need to 
check the maxims, for my own car used to 
get valve crash at 42 mph in second and 
I timed it at 53 mph in top at Brooklands, 
50 there! The brakes were never powerful 
but on Pat's car they are quite reasonable 
and, with no synchromesh to get in the way, 
the’ gearchange is delightful. The springs 
absorb the bumps, though there is some 
pitching movement, and corners are taken 
quite fast on the narrow tyres. ‘This car 
cost £125 when new — no comment. 

‘The famous Ulster sports model could be 
bought with or without a supercharger. 
Blown, it had a short life and a merry one, 
50 the car I tried, understandably, was with: 
‘out the compressor. Flattened springs, bound 

tape, and a dropped front axle, reduced 
the height of the chassis, and. the tuned 
engine had forced lubrication of the big ends 
through an oil-bottle on the front of the 
two-bearing crankshaft — all Austin Seven 
cranks had ball and roller main bearings. The 
three-speed gearbox had very close ratios, 


making restarts on steep hills difficult. 

Apart from the above, and the doorless 
two-seater body, it's amazing how closely the 
Ulster resembles the standard cars, yet it was 
immensely successful in international racing. 
when supercharged. I kept the revs well down, 
for it would be a tragedy to damage such 
a rare vehicle, but it was obvious that the 
Performance was far greater than that of the 
standard model. The ride is very hard and 
the brakes are not up to the speed, but this 
is a real vintage sports car; it belongs to 
Reg Nice. 

‘A 1934 de luxe saloon, belonging to 
Michael Brigg, was like a new car and had 
Outstanding steering and brakes for a Seven. 
This model has the longer 6ft 9in wheelbase 
chassis, a rear petrol tank and a 4-speed 
gearbox. Weighing 10} cwt, it is nevertheless 
‘much livelier than the early chummy and 
though it has a slightly lower-geared axle, 
I suspect that the late engine gives more 
power. Bottom gear is low enough to start 
the car anywhere and the extra length makes 
the rear seat quite usable by grown-ups. For 
town and shopping work, this is still an 
Ideal little car, the excellent view from the 
high seat and the absence of front or rear 
overhang making parking absurdly easy. 

1 also drove a 1937 Ruby saloon, with 
steel body and synchromesh gearbox. This i 
@ much more modern type of car, with a 
three-bearing engine that doesn't rumble and 
quite tolerable brakes. Only the pitching of 
the suspension reminds one of its ancestry 
but though the engine gives more power, 
some of the charm of the light and ultra: 
simple chummy has been lost. A Nippy sports 
two-seater was sampled and this Is" quite a 
fast little car, I intended to have much 
the performance of the Ulster with a 
practical body for everyday use, but it lacks 
he exciting appearance of the real racer. The 
op rail of the screen comes right in my 
line of vision and I'm glad the hood was not 
in position. . 

Some terrible Austin Specials have been 
perpetrated but Harold Perry has a litte 
beauty. Originally built as a racing car for 
the 750 Formula, it has been converted. Into 
a smart little road car. The whole idea is to 

the seats low, so that the occupants 
stick out, as ‘they usually do in sports 
Sevens. To this end, he hax dropped the 
frame ‘right down, stood the engine up on 
supports (0 give a straight transmission line, 
and made a Z-bracket to carry the front 
Suspension. The quarter-elliptic rear springs 
are reinforced by radius arms and a Panhard 
rod, while a water pump has been added to 
retain circulation in the low radiator 

Surprisingly refined, this is a very civilised 
car with good weather protection and proper 
doors. It Is more stable on the straight than 
normal Sevens and controlled slides are 
possible on corners, while the performance 
is up to unblown Ulster standards, It might 
seem sacrilege to modify the al design, 
but the result is a most appealing small 
sports car. 

T would have gone on enjoying the magic 
of this nostalgic day but 1 had to leave early. 
The new car which [ was driving had had 
a major electrical disaster and I had to get 
home before lighting-up time, Such is pro- 
gress! 

Driving these Austin Sevens has reinforced 
my belief that there is still an unsatisfied 
demand for basic transport. A cheap tax 
rate for cars under 750cc would result in 
cars being built which would save both fuel 
and space in cities. At present, there is really 
nothing between a full-blown car and a 
motorcycle, unless we buy foreign. A lower 
tax rate would encourage British manufa: 
turers to build such economical vehicles. 

The new 750 will not resemble a Baby 
Austin, as they used to be called, but there 
fare still lessons to be learned from it 
Mechanical simplicity is one of them. and 
light weight is another; if the car weighed 
the same as the original chummy, a modern 
750 ce engine would give it a very respect- 
able performance. We are mo. longer an 
affluent society and our manufacturers should 
give us a car that we can afford to buy and 


THRUXTON 


Lloyd takes round five 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


Richard Lloyd broke Stuart Graham's run of wins In the Castrol/RAC Group 1 Touring Car 
Championship at Thruxton last Monday after a stirring place-swapping battle between their 


Camaros which | 


(ed the entire 25 laps and kept the large crowd warmly entertained in the 


cold, dry afternoon, However, for all thelr efforts, it was a very poor and unfair reward that 


el 


class and finish the first five rou 
Triumph Dolomite clearly int 


neither driver earned any points towards the championship as only three cars started in the 
, although Lloyd had some consolation in earning the 


‘£30 Alcoa Man of the Meeting 


‘Andy Rouse put in another of his polished performances with the equally immaculate 
Broadspeed Dolomite Sprint in Its striking black and silver colours to dominate the 2/ 
is of the series in the overall lead by three points and i 


somewhat lucky in winning the 2501 to 4000 ce class with the Opel Commodore GS/E as Tom 


Walkinshaw had his Capri ahead until a few laps from the end when the gear-lever broke 
enabling Hanson to take second place overall in the championship with Graham unfairly 

Bernard Unett's Avenger and Stan Clark's Alfa 
ttle for the lead of the 1600 cc class, but this time with 


‘dropping to third since he scored no point 
Junior repeated their Silverstone 


considerably more drama which resulted in some very battered body panels and a class win for 


Unett. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


With the Formula 2 race being cani 
main attraction of the BARC’s traditional 
Easter Thruxton meeting was the Castrol 
Group 1 qualifier, but this event—at 59 miles, 
st held so far this season— 
‘of a very hectic period with 
three rounds being staged within nine days, 
and the entry suffered rather as a result. The 
over 4-litre class was the worst one to suffer, 
‘even before the 45 m practice session began 
Vinee Woodman discovered a cracked 
piston on his Camaro after Oulton and with- 
drew while after much hard weekend work, 
the Wisharts Garage Plymouth Cuda for Gor- 
don Spice arrived at the circuit where an 
‘ominous loud knocking from the engine was 
enough to send it immediately home again. 
‘That left just four Camaros, but Jon 
Fletcher's Glazepta version put a rod through 
the side and that left just three, which under 
the ridiculous points scoring rules meant that 
none of those could score points. Over the 
fast bends of this circuit, the more stable 
Camaro of Stuart Graham’ was much less a 
handful than the ex-Tour car of Richard 
Lloyd who was finding his Camaro digging in 
to the corners, but the significant bump on line 
for one of the fast righthanders on the far 
side of the circuit created a handful for all 
the leading competitors, including Graham. 
Some tried it flat—and succeeded—but the 
Subsequent throwing of the car on to the far 
side of the circuit, and sometimes on the 
Brass, meant that ‘any seconds saved were 
Tost again. But it all made for exciting motor- 
ing. The third Camaro was that of Les Nash, 


12 


who uses a Mathwall-prepared engine. 

Much activity had taken place with Tom 
Walkinshaw's works ShellSport Capri at the 
Boreham test track with Dunlop between the 
Oulton and Thruxton race. Various new com- 
pounds for all conditions were tried and the 
far appeared with new higher profile 472s 
which in running cooler, were to obliterate the 
chunking problem. The tyres certainly made 
‘2 great improvement, for in practice the Capri 
lapped in identical times with Peter Hanson's 
‘Opel which was using all the road on its less 
‘suitable Michelin TBSs. The Opel's high pro- 
file Dunlops are being awaited for its 
different sized rims, and in the meantime its 
212 bhp Broadspeed engine copes with the 
Ford's straightline performance but the latter 
is considerably lighter. The Opel's diff bearing 
failed in Theuxton practice and a new diff wa: 
installed for the race. With the Lanfranchi 
BMW non-starting in an effort to get its 
problems sorted out, the remaining cars in 
this class comprised’ the familiar Capris for 
Holman Blackburn, Ivan Dutton, Martin Bir- 
rane and Thomas Hunt. 

Following’ the head gasket failure at Oul- 
ton, a new unraced spare engine was installed 
into Andy Rouse’s Broadspeed Dolomite 
Sprint for Thruxton but after achieving a 
second row grid placing, another head gasket 
blew, but this was changed in time for the 
race. Rouse’s team-mate Tony Dron was also 
in problems since a tyre burst at Goodwood, 
sending his Dolomite all through the lime- 
Stone where a bank previously was and when 
it came to rest on its way to Andover, the 
front wheel, subframe and other suspension 
parts were badly bent, to which a kind gent 


with a Dolomite Sprint in the paddock, lent 
the relevant parts his car to get Tony's 
raceworthy. The Broadspeed Dolomites were 
‘also fitted with the latest 472 compound 
Dunlops, in addition to the works Capri. 
‘John Hine's Bill Shaw Dolomite was back 
to normal after its Oulton practice accident 
and all was well after practice while John 
Handley's Aldon version was suffering 
chronic oversteer. The only non-Dunlop Dolo- 
mite, the Firestone-shod Equipe Arden car of 
Rob’ Mason, suffered rear locking brakes but 
still equalled Dron’s time. The lack of proper 
springs on John Lyon's 2litre Alfa made it 
quite unstable on this circuit, but the most 
significant change was in the Mazda camp, 
‘as with Barrie Williams unfortunately hospi- 
talised following the Snetterton accident, his 
place was taken by local Thruxton driver 
John Burbidge who settled down to the 
rotary-engined car without any fuss; Math: 
‘wall were purely treating the race as a test 
session to see if their fuel cutting out _prob- 
Tem from Oulton had been cured—a different 
problem to the one experienced earlier in the 
Season, Wendy Markey naturally had the 
Penthouse Mazda on hand, while the Vauxhal 
Firenza/Magnum representation of Tim Stock, 
Gerry Marshall and Denis Bissell was joined 
by Denis Thorne and of these Marshall was 
{in trouble with a chronic misfi 
With Bill McGovern and Jenny Birrell non- 
starting from the 1600 cc class, this was 
another category not having enough starters 
to score maximum points and judging by 
Practice performance, Bernard Unett’s 
‘Avenger seemed like having an easy time 
While team-mate Roger Bell shared next best 
time the Michelin-shod Alfa of Stan 


Oulton, authority was not given for the 
cooling scoops to be used, although it does 
seem likely that they will be accepted in time 


at Bet 


‘assembly area when 

ri suddenly started 

spewing out oil owing to a fractured oll pipe 
and. some hasty rally-type servicing from 
Peter Ashcroft and Mick Jones got the car 
to the line just in time, which is more than 
John Burbidge's Mazda ‘which never left the 
assembly area when the petrol pump packed 


>. 

‘Walkinshaw made a very sideways start 
from the front row as Graham waltzed off 
‘ahead of Lloyd with the Capri in pursuit and 
Nash rocketing through to fourth by the 
complex, and Hanson and Rouse spending 
much of the first lap side-by-side, And. that 
ie how the order remained at the end of the 
first lap, these six pulling away from a six- 
car battie comprising Blackburn, Dron, Hine, 
Lyon and Handley. 

Lloyd's Camaro was bellowing out horde 
of smoke as he swept through the fast left- 
hander at Church, but still he kept up the 
pressure on the undefeated Graham and made 
one or two essays to pass in these early 
laps. Nash was suffering from locking brakes, 
but looked fairly secure in third place whil 
Walkinshaw's advantage over Hanson wi 
being visibly diminished while Rouse ws 
going like a train in sixth spot. Hine fought 
his ‘way to the top of the next group by the 
fourth lap and instantly pulled away while 
the battling Lyon and Dron similarly dealt 
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with Blackburn's Capri by the seventh lap, 
with Dron outbraking the Alfa into Club 
corner three laps later for third in class, 

‘Meanwhile there was plenty of incidents 
going on behind, with ten cars having one 
‘almighty dust-up ‘which Rob Mason got to the 
head of by the third lap and started to pull 
‘away to close on Handley. However, Mason 
was being severely hampered by a’ locking 
rear brake and the Dolomite’s tail went round 
at Club corner on the fifth lap, Rob just 
missing the Armco. However, he must have 
been a bit worried when the rest of the pack 
came howling upon him with both Stock and 
‘Thorne—the first on. the scene—spinning. 
their Vauxhalls. in avoidance while Marshall 
went between a gap that didn’t look like 
existing, to head the group from Unett, Clark, 
Birrane, Bell and Dutton, The three spinners 
continued behind, but the contretemps cert- 
‘ainly enabled Clark's Alfa to latch itself on 
to Unett's Avenger for the start of their 
phenominal class battle. Thorne was a bit 
hair-raising in trying to pick up his lost 
places, resulting on the next lap in his Vaux- 
hall having a monumental series of rolls at 
Goodwood which brought various rescue units 
‘out on to the circuit for a couple of laps, to 
cater for Thorne’s cuts and broken arm. 

While all this was going on, the Camaros 
were at hammer and tongs in their battle for 
the lead. Along Woodham Hill before Club 
corner for the sixth time, Lloyd made a suc- 
cessful attempt to wrest the lead, and 
Graham then sat bang on the tail of the 
Simoniz Camaro. What an excellent race-long 
battle it turned into, with Graham's attempts 

fruitful ashe went back 

the same place on the 11th 
pace being set and both drivers set- 
Inp record equalling the best practice 
It seemed impossible that the tyres and 
brakes would last for the 25 laps but they di 
. Lloyd kept up the attacks on Graham 
until the 16th lap when the Cheshire man 
took to the dirt and grass at Campbell, en- 
abling Lloyd to pull alongside on the next 
part of the complex and retake the lead. 
Now it was Graham's turn to fight back, but 
with the sideways moments becoming more 
frequent in the closing stages as the tyres 

farted to go off, Lloyd held on to his lead 
1d not even some disturbing noises from the 
engine in the final two laps, could dislodge 
the Simoniz/Rivers Camaro from first place. 

Nash's third place looked less secure 
around half distance with not only locking 
brakes but also ofl surge and when he started 
to feel the engine tighten up on the 18th 
lap he retired to the pit 
herited third place, his Capri still keeping the 
Opel Commodore ‘at a safe distance behind 
(the latter being badly baulked by a back 
marker): the class seemed fairly well wrapped 
up for Ford until Walkinshaw went missing 
‘on the 21st lap—the bottom of the gear lever 
had broken off when the car was in neutral 
‘and by the time Tom had managed to sort 
‘oUt a gear, he was a lap behind albeit st 
third in class, This naturally left Hanson 
on his own. 

Rouse had a very lonely race as he moved 
up to an excellent fourth overall, but his 
Dolomite started overheating badly in the last 
four laps and he finished the race with the 
temperature gauge right off the clock but 
still, of course, with the class win. Hine was 
a clear fifth and second in class, although 
‘once Dron had demoted Lyon's Alfa it seemed 
Possible that Tony would haul in the Bill 
Shaw car, but still 6 s separated them at the 
close. Handley soon dropped back from these 
after running well initially and his Dolomite 
succumbed to a blown head gasket after 
Seven laps. Following his spin, Mason sens- 
ibly took things quite gently with his 
troublesome brakes but still succeeded in 
getting by Stock entering Club corner for the 
12th time and doing likewise to Marshall on 
the last lap for fifth in class and eighth 
overall. 

In addition to the Camaro battle, the race 
was enlivened by the quite incredible dice for 
1600 class honours between Unett and Clark. 
‘Marshall was involved as well for a time 
while the Avenger and Alfa continually 
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place on the last lap with a very sick Cape 
Engine buts annexed second in class t0 
Hanson, while all"the other ‘Capris suffered 
Problems "too, Martin Birrane “and, Thomas 
Fume ‘retiing’ with: mechanical problems. and 
Ivan Dutton's motoring om siowy with a Hat 
front tyre The cars’ of Graham, Hanson, 
Rouse and. Clare ‘rere sealed fora routing 

thorough eligibility check later this week. 
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SUPPORTING RACES 


John Pearson looked all set in taking @ com- 
fortable win in the Blue Circle modified sports 
car race as he soon asserted a good lead, but 
fon the second lap the tail end of his VRM 
Lotus Elan suddenly whipped round at Villag 
and he spun into retirement. That handed the 
lead to Jon Fletcher's ever-faithful Elan, but 
for the entire 10 laps he was locked in com- 
bat with the amazing little Davrian-Carter 
Imp of Bob Jarvis who broke the 1150 cc class 
record by 365. Time and again Jarvis tried 
to find = way by the Elan in the bends and 
almost succeeded. but Fletcher clung on to 
the end by just 04s. After making a poor 
start, John Burbidge’s E-type relieved Richard 
Jenvey's Elan of third place on the fourth 
Jap but the Jaguar blew its head gasket three 
laps later leaving the former Midget driver 
back in third, while the Datsun Super Samuri 
2402 driven by autocrosser Win Percy went 
exceedingly well in a firm fourth place to 
dominate the 3 litre class and take 1.45 off 
the class record. With Burbidge out, the 
large class was left in the hands of Guy 
Bedington’s V12 E-typ2 in a lonely fifth place 
overall and John Evans’ Elan was dropped 
from sixth to eighth by Pat Longhurst’ 
Davrian-Imp and Ian Hall's Mini Jem aft 
quite a battle. 

Jeremy Lord's Minilite Lola 1280 domin: 
ated a rather poor Tricentrol sports GT race 
despite a fraught moment at Club corner one 


nearly 3s. Les Aylott’s Ardua Mk 4 won a 
close contest. for fifth spot 


Andrews’ Martin-FVA BM 10 when the latter 
spun in to the chicane Armco on the last 
Jap, but Andrews still made it to the Ih 
fractionally ahead of Anthony Hutton's Mirage 
GT40 which had made a slow start, 

Until Chris Mudge had an enormous rolling- 
‘ver accident at Village on the thied lap, the 
Wella for Men FF race seemed pretty much 
in the hands of series leader Richard Morgan 
with his Ray-Minister 73F from Tiff Needell’s 
Elden Mk 10C and Peter Orlando's Merlyne 
Longman Mk 20A. However, when all the 
rescue units slowed the pace for six laps 
while a slightly injured Mudge was removed 
to hospital, Morgan's advantage was nullified 

ind Orlando took over the lead on the seventh 
lap, which he held to the finish despite a good 
last-bid by Morgan, with Needell still close 
behind. Terry Richards’ Merlyn Mk 11A suc- 
cessfully dealt with the fourth p) 

while Richard Eyre's Dulon MP 
to Rick Morris’ 
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Doug Thompson (GRD 273) leads eventual second placed lain McLaren (Motul M1) into the 


hairpin during the libre event. 


INGLISTON 


Reid asserts superiority 


The racing season at Ingliston opened last Sun- 
day, when superb weather attracted a large 
crowd to see an eight race programme. High- 
lights were provided by the Ford Boss Escort 
of Doug Niven renewing battle with the Vaux- 
hall Firenza of Bill Dryden, from which the 
latter emerged victorious, when the Escort 
was slowed by various ailments. Tommy Reid 
was sole repr 
over his outright lap record holding 
BT34/40, to take away the 
despite a strong challenge from Tony Charn« 
in his BT38, before making a porridge of his 
from the race. 


{eld In his Lola T212 to take the flag during 
the special sports race, despite starting from 


back of the grid was well worth watching 
it was predictable that John Absalom would 
win the opening 10 lap event for modsports, 
which Is exactly what, he did, sweeping his 
lap record holding Ginét:a G4 off the line, to 
pull away from the field led by the Clan 
Crusader of Kenny Allen who had Bill Wood's 
MG Midget keeping him in sight throughout 
Behind this trio Alex Souter held a lonely 
fourth place with bis Elan. Absalom equalled 
his lap record on his way to a fine win, 

‘A full field of Formula Ford cars next 
appeared for their 10 lap round of the Roth- 
mans Championship, leaving almost as many 
disgruntled non-qualifiers. However, Graham 
Hamilton (Van Diemen RF74) had’ the best 
of the starts and led pole man Stu Lawson 
(Hawke LD11) until the latter reversed the 
placings next time around, thereafter never 
to be headed, This pair pulled ou: a gap on 
Duncan Hall. (Hawke DL11), Alan Wilson 
(Eldon Mk 8), Hamish McLeod (Merlyn Mk 
11A), Neil Williamson (Lotus 69F) and the 
Merlyn Mk 1 of Bryan Gowans. Hall pulled 
away to third leaving this battle for fourth, 
intil Macleod spun and John MacGilvray 
eased his Crossle 25F amongst them. Lawson 
was fighting off Hamilton up at the front 
‘and Williamson had worked up to fifth when 
‘the presure caused him so spin off out of the 
hairpin letting MacGilvray and_ Gowans 
through, followed by the Crossle 20F of Peter 
Morrison. 

‘The first heat of the Rothmans Trophy for 
Saloons fielded a dozen small engined cars, 


4 


from w mee Mini man Peter Pitman, 
tow in a Chrysler Imp, led Sedric Bell's feet 
Allen-Mini, Bell took advantage of a back 
marker geting in the way a the hairpin 
ext time round, as did Jchn Fyda who stam 


med his Agra. Imp through to second place, 
but this was short lived and he retired sho 
ty after. Pitman again in second place, soon 
had the Hillman Imp of Bill Donald looming 
his mirrces after the later had downgraded 


similar ear of Ian Forrest £0 fourth. The 
‘of the field—ied by Walter Windrum (Imp) 
was now well strung out and a haze of smoke 
Howing Pitman's car spurred Donald to 
greater efforts but to no avai 
The second heat fielded a similar number 
arters, with Doug Niven in the Border 
Reivers, Boss Escort taking command from 
the SMT Firenza of Bill Dryden. Eric Smith 
(1275 Mini GT) was doing his plant killing 
fact again, keeping ahead of the well driven 
Escort of Frank Gunn with the remainder, led 
by Jim Dryden (1293 Downton Mini) strung 
Out behind. Up front, by the penultimate lap, 
the Boss Escort was slowing as the heat wai 
ausing the fuel pipes to pinch together and 


Dryden, never one to miss a chance, was 
through to take the flag. 
Absalom again made # fantastic start co 


head the Special GT, Sports and Clubman's 
race, but had Eddie Labinjoh harrying after 
him with the 1870 Fisher Spyder, leaving Ken 
Allen (Clan Crusader) a lonely third, followed 
by Souter’s Elan leading a gaggle of warr- 
ing Clubman’s cars. But what of the Lola 
7212 of Tony Charnell? it had started from 
the back of the grid and was pounding through 
the field—11th on lap two, eighth on three and 
third on lap five, as the engine of the Fisher, 
now leading. seized and spat cut a rod, leav 
ing Absalom with a long lead. Charneil was 
working hard whittling down che advantage, 
and eventually led on the penultimate lap 
and take the flag 

The libre race over 18 laps, promised well 
after morning practice, but drivers of faster 
machinery were unhappy to be running with 
some slower single seaters. However all turned 
out led off by Tommy Reid who was hounded 
by the white BT3S of Tony Charnell who gave 
him no. respit 
immaculate Thistle Metallics GRD 273 driven 


by Doug Thomson who lost third place to 
the Rondel Motul MI of Iain McLaren on 
lap three. Andy Barton (Lotus 69) joined in 
despite having John Barr in his Lotus 69 
‘Atlantic sitting on his tail. John McGilvray 
led the Formula Ford section from Peter 
Morrison in their Crossles from Gordon Dal- 
zell in the MacDonald Shand, Van Diemen 
RF 74. Just after half distance Charnell lost 
the fight to find a gear on che top straight 
and sho: off on to the grass, easing the 
pressure on Reid and letting Iain McLaren into 
Second place. Andy Barton sneaked the inside 
line at the hairpin and passed Thomson but 
lost third place spinning on the next corner. 

‘The 15 lap final for the Rothmans Trophy 
was almost a repeat of the earlier heat, as 
Doug Niven stormed the Boss Escort away 
after a splendid start, leading Bill Dryden's 
Firenza, but with Frank Gunn in third place 
with the ex-Edmonds Escort, fending off the 
atiencions of Sedric Bell and Eric Smith in 
their Allen Minis. Smith got past Bell and 
set about the Escort bu: Gunn had the line 
into Lefthander forcing Smith to take to the 
grass and the escape road before he restarted, 
two places down behind came Jim Dryden 
(0293 Min}. Simpson was having a quiet race 
in sixth place with his Escort well ahead of 
Peer Pitman's Mini, Around mid distance 
Niven slowed with clutch problems and Bill 
Dryden assumed the lead, as the Boss Escort 
picked up again, never losing second place 
fand establishing ‘a new class Iap record into 
the bargain. 

The meeting ended with 
saloon event linked to a handicap race, seve 
Saloons starting ahead of McNaughton 
Mallock U2, Bill Woods and George Wilson’ 
Midgets and Alan Muir in Duncan Fisher's ex- 
Fraser Imp. The Maliock socn led on. th 
toad from Graham Birrell in the Hunter GLS 
who led Eddie Labinjoh (Alfa Romeo 2000 
GTV and Jennifer Birrell in the SMT Group 1 
Firenza, Bob Leckie hurled the Avenger GT 
around filling the air with burning rubber 
fumes, to close this initial meeting. 


BILL HENDERSON 


10 lap Group 1 
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ee...then, without any warning, I lost second and 
third gears-with ten stages of the rally still to go. 
Imagine screaming up hills in bottom-and racing 
the engine to 10,500 revs to leap from first gear 
to fourth at 60 mph! It was sheer engine 
torture-but Uniflo coped.9® 


and Lindis 
inthe RAC Rally-which gz 
Championship yet again. 
This year, who knows?” 
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SNETTERTON 


Richard Scott scoring maximum points in Geoff Richardson's Scott 


Scott on top despite Morgan 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Easter Sunday's meeting at Snetterton ws 
mile elreu! 
‘attributed to the cireult and parti 


Pictures by MIKE DIXON 


the first big championship event to take place 
and a dramatic affair it proved to be, the blame being partially 
ily ‘the driving of others. A hectic BOC event was yet 


Gnother Van Diemen victory with Mike Young at the wheel, while the Triplex production 


Saloon round had a three-wheeled victor after Malcolm West's Camaro shed 
Tast lap. at Coram, Five competitors—four of 


frightening shunt at Russell on the fir 
the worst Injury was a cut head for 


wheel on the 
m Vauxhalls—had been eliminated in a 


lap which caused the race to be stopped, but thankfully 
rie Williams, The John Player Atlantic round had a 
star-studded cast with Dave Walker debuting his Canada-bound GRD 


ad. Dave Morgan 


taking over Bobby Brown’s March and claiming the outright circuit record, but it was Richard 


Scott, in his Scot 


who won and now chases second man John Nicholson hard for the 


Championship lead. The Super Saloon round, also sponsored by John Player, was led by 


Gerry Marshall, but it wasn’t Vauxhall 


day at 


I, for the front suspension collapsed, so Mick 


Hil came home the winner, although he had been challenged by an under-the-weather Tony 
Strawson. The BRSCC coped well with the difficulties and the weather fortunately stayed 


bright, although there ws 


Kicking off the proceedings was a consola. 
tion round for the slower BOC competitors, and 
poleman David MacPherson (Merlyn-Rowland 
Mk 24) had little trouble in getting himself 
away from his fellow competitors to win by 
12s and claim a new lap recoré—for about 
an hour. Behind him, however, there was a 
Fight royal battle involving Rupert Keegan 
(Hawke-Titan DL11), Robert Joubert (Lola: 
Scholar T340), Chris’ Mudge (Merlyn-Rowland 
Mk. 20A), Nigel Burke (Royale-Vegantune 
RPI16), Frank Bradley's rebuilt Elden-Brown 
Mk 10C, and John. Kent's Royale-Davron 
RP16, although the latter hit the bank at 
Russell on Jap two without injury to the 
Uriver. King was nearly always at the front 
of the tussle, and it was he who came second, 
Sharing his ‘time with Joubert in third and 
Bradley in fourth. Keegan, thankful no doubt 
to have finished a race after a recent bad 
back, was @fth, 04 s behind and Chris 
Mudge 0.2 5 behind him. Burke just failed 
to figure in the results but was also still 
In touch, 

Next up was a sparse field of special 
saloons for the Anglia TV trophy, and it was 
‘a shame that the results were spotted with 
10's penalties for jumped starts. However, 
there was no doubt as to the winner from 
the flag fall, for Peter Baldwin's Holbay- 
engined 1.0 Mini led from start to finish. 
Jim Utting (13 Mini) held second early on, 
but it was slowly reeled in by Tony Allies’ 
similar car, and taken on the fifth of the 
eight laps. Richard Long's 1.0 BDA Anglia 
(built up. with specially machined parts by 
John Robinson and very much in the testing 
stage) had been well up but a spin at Sear 
dropped him to fourth, which, with the 10 s 
penalty, which Utting ‘also suffered, dropped 
him to seventh, So it was Trevor Springett’s 
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Ta cold wind but a big erowd turned out for good racing. 


recently inverted 1.0 Imp which finished in 
third place, with Utting fourth, 

‘The BOC FF round was a typically close 
affair, with most of the field in one long 
line. “Gordon Smiley's “works” Merlyn led 
the first. lap with Stephen South (Ray 
Rowland 74PF), Richard Morgan (Ray-Minister 
7aPF), Mike "Young (Van Diemen-Scholar 
RF74), Bernard Vermilio’s similar car, Syd 
Fox (Hawke-Lloyd DLI1) et al, but by lap 
three, South was leading Smiley from Young, 
Morgan, Fox, Vermilio, Kenny Gray (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF 74) and the rest, some 
frantic gesticulating from various drivers to 
others about the white and yellow flags sur- 
rounding the removal of Chris Hiatt-Baker 
from his crashed Huron at Riches. Smiley 
came back into the lead on lap five, but 
ext time round it was Fox from South, 
Smiley, Young and Morgan, who had virtually 
detached themselves from the rest, led by 
Gray. Fox had a couple of laps inthe lead 
towards the end, but it really was anybody's 
race, and on the final lap, it was Young 
who’ crossed the line first, 0.2 s away from 
South, the same distance from Fox, with 
‘Smiley and Morgan slightly further’ away 
in fourth and fifth, while Roy Klomfass 
had got the better of Kenny Gray for sixth. 
Young, Fox and South all shared the lap 
record, and for his efforts, the Woodbridge 
farmer, Young, received the BP Man of the 
Meeting award. 

Some drivers weren't at all surprised at 
the first lap fracas at Russell in the Triplex 
production saloon car race, for the pace 
had been very hairy, but Zakia Redjep took 
all the blame for this Vauxhall annihilation, 
When he lost his 3.0 Capri at the entrance 
to .Russell, smote the inside bank which 
hed a large dust storm. Suffice is to say 


that when the dust cleared, Barry Williams’ 
Vauxhall was on top of the Capri, very 
badly damaged, Gerry Marshall's similar car 
was also well in there badly damaged, Derrick 
Brunt’s example had a. stoved-in wing and 
Rex Greenslade was also involved but almost 
repairable for the re-run. A Vauxhall disaster 
to rival the Great Lydden Demolition. The 
re-run was a Camaro race, for Malcolm West 
‘again took his example into the lead from 
Bob Ridgard and Nigel Stovin-Bradford, both 
similarly mounted. West held on until | 
three when Ridgard took over, while a lap 
later Stovin-Bradford departed the scene with 
no clutch allowing Jon Dooley's Alfetta into 
third from the battling trio of Noel Edmonds 
@0 Ford Cortina), Tony Lanfranchi's 1.8 
Vauxhall Viva and Alan Minshaw’s 16 
Avenger GT. A lap later and Ridgard retired 
too with tyre problems, while Lanfranchi 
spun the DJ out of fourth place. 

‘So it seemed that West just had to tour 
home in front of Dooley, Minshaw and the 
recovered Edmonds, the cnly £1250 to £1599 
Class survivor, However, when the unstable. 
Tooking Camaro appeared on the last of the 
eight laps, it had not just a flat tyre, but 
no wheel at all and a cloud of sparks in 
its wake, the wheel resting somewhere up 
at Coram. Dooley came home second while 
Edmonds did a superlative job to come home 
third, just pipping championship leader and 
class winner Alan Minshaw on the last lap 
‘after his spinnage, Cheap class winner was 
Simon Watson's Imp despite a spin, from 
which he recovered to take Peter ‘Jopp's 
Moskvich 

‘The Atlantic entry had a really excellent 
entry, especially considering the proximity 
to the long Silverstone weekend, and heading 
the grid for the 27-lap race was Dave Morgan 
in Bobby Brown's March 74B, a reward for 
Tots of testing. and a race that Morgan 
wanted to win very much. Next to him 
Should have been Tony Brise’s Silverstone 
winning March-Holbay 373, but a rear radius 
arm snapped as he was grabbing fifth down 
the New’ Straight and the resultant accident 
required new parts that simply weren't avall- 
able. Anyway, Tony wasn't too keen on 
funning without considerable research into 
why the part had broken in the first place 

rit had already been revamped as this 
hhad been prone to breakage, but his excellent 
grid place more than confirmed his Silver: 
Stone performance. Richard Scott, this time 
in. his. Scott, therefore found himself 
next to Morgan, the Aberdonian driver 
professing himself’ very happy with the car, 
Fourth fastest was John Nicholson, leader 
of the championship with his Pinch’ Lyncar- 
Nicholson, but’ the New Zealand engine- 
builder felt there was sbmething lacking in 
the engine department, though he wasn't 
too specific as to what. Next down wa 
‘Australian former Formula 1 driver Dave 
Walker in the Ken Swans Racing GRD with 
Swindon power. Walker was having his first 
race since July last year, and his first at 
Snetterton for three years. The car, having 
its first. and probably only race in England 
was only finished the night before, and it was 
very much a test session. 

Next down was Jim Crawford in the SDC 
Racing March-Hart, still overheating and 
requiring the engine frame to be welded 
before the race. Team-mate Stephen Choulat 
ton non started with a blown engine, while 
other normally front runners had various 
problems: Ray Mallock d&molished the 
Ensign when trying the smaller tyres and 
understeered into the Russell bank; Bev 
Bond's Lec engine ran its bearings so he 
was well down with a new Nicholson; Matt 
Spitziey's wing fell off; and Geoff Friswell 
was being typically honest complaining of 
Griver trouble! 

When Peter Warr dropped the flag. it 
looked like Morgan off first, but by Sear it 
was Scott from Morgan, with Nicholson, and 
Walker next up. First Iap round, and already 
Scott and. Morgan had opened up a tiny 
Jead, but next time round into third was 
Walker, who with Jim Crawford had relegated 
Nicholson to fifth, although Crawford had 
sadly earned a minute penalty for a jumped 
Start. With Morgan creeping up on Scott, 
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—Tricentrol—_ 


‘Supertoon Capri dice: Tony Strawson leads Mick Hill 


Walker dived for the pits on tap four with a 
flat tyre to re-emerge but sadly well down. 
Behind Crawford and Nicholson, Peter Wardle 
(Surtees-Lievesley TS 15A) led a queue of 
Cyd Williams (Brabham-Eden BT40), Friswell, 
Spitzley, and Bond, while a little farther 
back, Val Musetti (Royale-Nicholson RPI1A) 
and ‘Atlantic debutant Don MacLeod (Brab- 
ham-RES BT38) were having their own 
private dice, While the leaders lapped con 

ntly, with Morgan gai fractions every 
lap, Williams got by Wardle, followed by 
Friswell, the former seeming to catch Nichol 
son. Lap 10 and Morgan was even closer 
to Scott, but It was to be his last, for avoid 
ing one of the slow backmarkers that 
Formula Atlantic seems to have unfortunately 
collected, Morgan ran off the road at Sear 
and holed his oll cooler and his race was 
over. Next lap Friswell spun out of his fifth 
place at Sear, rejoining behind Spitziey while 
Bev Bond was battling out fifth place with 
Peter Wardle, a dice that was to continue 
virtually to the end of the race, Ted Wentz, 
meanwhile, had spun the Wella March out 


cf the race, and unfortunately injured a 
marshal accidentally in restarting. 
Cyd Williams seemed likely to take third 


‘on the road from Joha Nicholson, ut on lap 
18 he pitted with a puncture, so the 
order on lap 20 was Scott, still’ nat put 
ting a wheel wrong, Crawford (on the road), 
Nicholson, Wardle and Bond, and Frisweil, 


One of the highlights of the 
Willment Cortina 


meeting was 
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who had overtaken Spitzley; the rest were 
lapped. The only action remaining was the 
Wardle/Bond battle, and this was resolved 


on lap 25 when Chris Oates March got in 
the way of Wardle and Bond was through 
for third place. There were other complaints 
of backmarkers, and it is felt that some 
Sort of restriction should be placed on the 
slower runners. So the race ‘ran out with 
Scott taking a faultless victory from Crawford 
on the road, John Nicholson, who now has a 
slender five-point lead in the championship 
over Scott, Wardle and Friswell, the only un: 
lapped runners. The incident’ sheet noted 
"Gearbox found on New Straight"; perhaps 
some of the backmarkers don't need them! 


The Super Saloon round over 15. laps 
promised much, but practice took quite a 
toll. John Turner's Skoda went home very 
early, while Colin Hawker's | DFV-engined 


Capri, stripped all its gears, and Tony Hazle- 
wood's 5.0 Corbeau ‘Seats Daf broke its 
driveshaft. Even though Gerry Marshall's 
5.0 Ventora had only really been finished the 
night before, it was on pole with Mick Hill's 
60 Tricentrol Capri next and Tony Strawson's 
4.74itre version behind on the second row 
the gap being left for Hawker, Marshall had 
no difficulty leading the first few laps, but 
both Strawson and Hill were closing up by 
lap five. But on the next lap the Ventora's 
Costin-designed suspension collapsed. for 
tunately with no further damage to the car, 
drive to 


Noet Edmonds’ third place in the 


and its race was run, although Gerry didn’t 
feel it had quite enough power in the éngine 
department. Strawson inherited the lead, but 
a lap later he seemed to slow, having lost 
@ gear, and then understeered off at Sear. 
So it was Hill from a recovered Strawson 
with the superb 1.9 Ford Escort-FVA of Nick 
Whiting running and looking as good as 
ever, third and Ali Hussein's 5.7 Chevrolet 
Camaro next_up. Strawson seemed to be 
catching the Tricentrol car towards the end, 
but the driver was not in the best of health, 
and he relaxed to finish 6.6 s down from the 
sweetly running 6.7 Capri, Whiting finished 
@ strong third, but Hussein lost out to Dave 
Millington's 23 Vauxhall Firenza when the 
battery started shorting filling the car with 
smoke and causing the engine to cut out 
John Pope's Aston Martin-engined Vauxhall 
Magnum was the only other Snisher with 
standard engine and fully road. registered, 
while an early retirement was Tony Rosen's 
Mustang when the engine totally cut out 
with eléctrical problems. Not a very. good 
start to the series, but the promise Is there. 

And so to the final race, the eight-lap 
Mexico thrash unfortunately without the 
shaken Barrie Williams who was missing a 
Mexico round for the first time ever, Neil 
McGrath, Colin Vandervell_ and David Da 
Costa immediately isolated themselves from 
the rest, although Mike Freeman was next 
up. McGrath seemed to get minutely away, 
but with a nudge from Da Costa, Vandervell 
soon caught him up again and ‘on lap five 
took the lead, still with McGrath and Da 
Costa in close attendance. Freeman still led 
the rest from a typical Mexican train headed 
by John Waterman, Vandervell pulled away 
a bit cowards the end to take victory, while 
Da Costa had a brief moment of giory in 
second but in the end it was McGrath in 
second by 0.6 5 from the Reeds Rallye Sports 
driver. Freeman held his lonely fourth place 
and John Waterman was the engine at the 
front of the Mexican train which included 
Gordon Rigby, Geoff Evans and Peter Ripley. 
A clean finish to an eventful day 


Start of the Clubman's race with winner Barry Joel forging ahead, 


RUFFORTH 


McGrath rules Renault race 


‘The Northern Centre of the BRSCC were 
responsible for the activities at Rufforth on 
Saturday where the main event was the 
second round of the Renault Five Challeny 
@ race fairly dominated by Neil McGrath 
the Martin Group entry, There was plenty 
of close racing to help make the cold wind 
bearable and the spectators were rewarded 
with new lap records from Chris Meek and 
Alex Clacher in the saloon event. It would 
be understandable, however, if some of them 
went home slightly confused such was the 
number of misprints in the programme, some 
copies of which completely omitted the last 
The opening Formula Ford event for the 
‘Tate Trophy saw Peter Clark (Crossle) go 
into an immediate lead from pole position, 
followed by Jose Ferreira da Silva and Barry 
Warburton, Warburton moved up to second 
fon. lap two but the following lap as the 
Teading group, who had been joined by Mick 
Starkey's Merlyn, braked for York Corner, 
the first two cars spun with the Crossle roll 
Ing before coming to rest right side up and 
fortunately without any serious harm to its 
driver. This left da Silva leading from Starkey 
but meanwhile Peter White's Palliser which 
had got away late from its front row position 
hhad ‘been making up lost time and by 
Seven White was through into second. Two 
Japs later, however, White stopped at Boun- 
dary and’ da Silva’ was left to draw out a 
comfortable lead for the remainder of the 
12" laps. Graham Elkington (Royale) also 
Started from a good grid position but then 
had to spend the race climbing back through 


Formula Ford winner Jose Ferreira da Silva. 
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the field, finishing a strong fourth. 

The outcome of’ the BRSCC Northern 
Saloon Car Championship round was decided 
before the flag dropped but mot the way 
everyone expected. Chris Meek’s Escort was 
securely on pole but as the one-m'nute 
Signal was given, a tardy competitor was seen 
Struggling round the circuit to join the grid. 
The start was delayed at the worst possible 
moment and. when the flag dropped the 
Princess Ita Escort stayed where it was. Only 
when the rest had gone did Meek struggle 
away in pursuit of Tony Sugden (Escort) who 
was leading from Alex Clacher (Imp) and 
Jim Evans in the turbocharged Escort 
RS2000. Within two laps Meck had made 
such progress that he was past the Imp 
fand chasing Sugden. But it was not to be, 
for in addition to gearchange troubles Meek’s 
clutch had burnt out on the grid and on lap 
Seven he pulled in to retire. Sugden went 
on to a well-deserved win followed home 
by Clacher and Roger Matthews (1300 Mini) 
as Evans slowed and dropped to fourth, 

‘The Northern Clubman's championship race 
saw a coming together between front-row 
men Barry Joel and John Holroyd on lap one 
which resulted in delay for the former while 
Holroyd took a short cut across the infield 
to rejoin half a lap ahead of anyone else. 
This fooled noone and the official lead 
passed to Alex Ferrada who was follawed by 
David Pattle and lain James. On lap five 
Pattle went into the lead but by then Joel 
had caught up to the leading trio. A lap 
later Joel was second and next time round 
Pattle too was demoted. Vin Malkie in the 


‘Cheshire Racing Team Chevron B1 and Gavin 
Scott had a race long battle until the Chevron 
took to the rough and retired on lap nine. In 
the closing laps, James moved up to second 
and Scott took fourth from Ferrada, 

With an extremely sparse grid of sports 
cars in prospect, the organisers invited the 
Clubmen’ back out for the next race and 
most accepted. Richard Mallock took over 
James’ U2 and went into an Immediate lead 
from Richard Simms’ Chevron B21 and John 
Absalom's Ginetta. A mistake at boundary 
on lap two cost Mallock two places but he 
was soon back in command and the race 
settled down again. Simms began to pull 
back the ground he had lost to the U2 and 
on lap nine drew level on the unt ‘but 
backed off under braking, He repeated this on 
lap 10 but Mallock was not giving second 
chances and he held on to take the flag. At 
the back the standard Europas of Gretton 
and Blower circulated quietly until the latter 

un at Becketts on lap eight in company 
with Ferrada. 

Renaults were next out and it was 

jarty" McGrath who took an imme 

te lead which he held until, with hora 
blowing, he crossed the line ten laps later. 
Behind him, Stuart McCrudden got the better 
of a second place dice with Chris Bruce 
While “Hugo Shipley took a comfortable 
fourth when Chris Costin left the race on 
his door handles. Maggie Anderson, whom 
the ‘commentator chose to call. Mike, nar- 
rowly beat Brian Butler and Keith Collier 
to the line in sixth place and “Jolly Roger” 
Shuttleworth headed’ the next group home, 

The final race saw Phil Barak's Brabham 
head Bill Burley’s Royale SuperVee off the 
line and though Burley tried to retaliate he 
spun on lap three and retired, John Campbell 
Graham (Chevron) hung on grimly in second 
place while Dave Baumforth. (Brabham) con- 
Gucted his first circuit race for some. years 
ina restrained manner to take third. The 
remainder of the field were well spaced 
though Leslie Duncan (FF Lola) and David 
Sugden (Chevron) kept each other company 
without actually changing places down in 
Sixth and seventh. 


PETER McFADYEN 
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RALLY BAN LIFTS MAY 1" 


Rallying starts again from May 1st, and Goodyear, the rally tyre 
specialists, have most sizes in stock in their fantastic range of rally winners. 

Tyres to cope with all weathers, on all surfaces. 

Tyres that helped Nigel Rocky and Paul White win last year’s Castrol/ 
Motoring News and Ford Escort Mexico Championships. 


180/330 SR-13 G800 
Ultragrip Rally Special ——__ 
Equally at home on dry 

asphalt, mud, or shallow 
snow. A standard profile 
radlal giving realy igh 
control in the loose. Also 
available in 10° Mini size. AND- 
HOT OFF PRODUCTION THIS 
MONTH, THE NEW 195/70-13 G00 
ULTRAGRIP RALLY SPECIAL 


6.10 13 Mud and Snow 
__—— Rally Special 
y Revels in mud, snow and ice. 
High profile crossply 
> construction gives higher 
Bar O86 ‘contact pressure and 
ny Rk Boks te increased ground clearance. 
QUBBas Pressure pads in deep tread 
grip the ice well. Holds 400 
18 bodied studs. 
175 x12.and 175 x13 
Ultragrip Rally Special 
A forestry stage specialist 
which also performs well in all 
conditions, wet or dry. Also 
available with 1.6" of extra 
tread width (225/55 SR-13). 


175 x12 and 175 x13 G800 
—— Rally Special 

Rigidly constructed, low- 

profile radial. Improved road- 

holding and high mileage for 
195/70 HR-13 Rally both competitive and 
Special ordinary motorists. 
Low-profile, cool-running 
radial. Proven winner in wet ~ 
and dry, on asphalt and rou ~. 2 
roads, Winner ofthe World 2 ape ower” 
Cup Rally. Also available in 10° * 
Mini size-165/70 SR-10. 


~” 


For full information on the Goodyear Rally Range, see your Goodyear 
Softee treter GOODZYEAR 
‘Car Tyre Department, Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Co., Bushbury, Va 
Wolverhampton. 
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SILVERSTONE 


Corner’s BRM double 


By PETER RICHINGS 


ymme at Silverstone last Monday in dry but cold 
icing which 


‘The BRDC ran a packed 10-race proj 
condition: 


Nibre won by Be 
and a FSV 
the Meeting. 

"The day opened with the first STP FF 
heat which immediately developed into 2 
three-car dice between Mike King (Lola Close 
T340), Doug Bassett (Alexis AVI 23F) and 
Geoff’ Lees (Royale RE RP16). These three 
circulated in very close company until the 
penultimate lap when Bassett missed a gear 
find held up Lees just enough for King to 
majestically pull away and win from Lees and 
Bassett. Behind these another battling trio 
came home in the order Chris Barnett 
(Royale Vegantune RP16A), Graham Elkington 
(Royale Brown RP16) and Terry Horrocks 
(Focus Rowland), although Horrocks incurred 
10 8 penalty for a push start. Stuart Baird 
had been in contact with these earlier but 
spun his Merlyn TCE Mk 25 at Copse early 
fon and also took off David Heale (Dulon 
Oselli LDS) although both recovered to 
qualify for the final. 


Bell's Trojan ; a well supported modsports won by Chris White's Tusc 
the winner of which, Chris Barnett (Royale), was also elected APG Man of 


Next out were the second heat FFs and 
after Adrian Reynard (Reynard), who jumped 
the start, was demoted to third (on the road) 
it was a battle between the Tricentrol team- 
mates John Murphy and Mike Young (Van 
Diemen Scholar RF74) with Murphy getting 
to the line first. The rest were all held up by 


The Esso Uniflo Saloon race was split into 
three because of the size of entry but the 
up to 850s only provided a field of 11 cars 
which looked rather lost on the grid. Richard 
Belcher’s smart short stroke Mini made the 
best start and led on lap one but the gauges 
soon started showing the wrong reading and 
the blue car got slower until it retired after 
ix laps. So Roger Gill's pole position Imp 
stormed away into an unassailable lead to 
win convincingly from an equally secure 
Mike Kirby, also Imp mounted. Reg Ward 
(Mint) spun’ twice in the first two laps and 
Groped to the tail of the field but then he 
staged a remarkable recovery to storm back 
through and grab third place on the last 
corner just beating the duelling Andy Cran- 
stone (Imp) and Brian Coles (Mini). 
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a spate of spinners at Becketts led by Alo 
Lawler (Hawke WRA DLI1) on the first Jap 
and emulated on subsequent laps by. Jim 
Walsh (Merlyn Close Mk 20A), Reynard and 
Mike Hirons (March 718), Walsh recovered 
to take third ahead of Lawler and Brendan 
Deschamps (Hawke Witchtune DL11). 

Despite the attraction of a Blue Circle 
round at Thruxton the BRDC nevertheless 
fattracted a good fleld of competitive mod- 
Sports cars, Max Payne's Elan had trouble 
Starting on the line but made no mistake 
when the flag fell to lead away. Chris White's 
power under the bonnet of his 4.7 TVR Tus- 
can soon told, however, as he powered past 
and held the Elan 3% away. The best dice 
was for third place and after-a bad start 
and a troubled practice it was ex-Sprite 
and Elan man Brian Litherland who forged 
his yellow E-type ahead of Brian Mills’ simi- 
lar car, Ron Collings’ beautiful exJCB Le 
Mans Ferrari Daytona and Maurice Gates’ 
Tuscan who all finished within 45 of each 
other. Ed Reeve's rapid supercharged Midget 
was next up ahead of John ” Metal” Pear- 
Son's" XK120. Andy Bailey again won the 
Small class in his consistently fast. Sprite, 
beating arch rival Mike Donovan who had 

‘cable. problems. David Hipperson 
made an off-course excursion on his way to 
a class second (making a rare Silverstone 
appearance in his Midget) ahead of 3-litre 


Richard Bond hurls his class-winning Cooper-Bristol through Woodcote ahead of Cooper's Lister. 
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class winner Reg Woodcock in his evergreen 
TRS. 

Tt looked like any other FSV race as John 
Morrison (Supernova) pulled relentlessly away 
from the pack until lap four when his en- 
gine suddenly cut out on the straight and he 
coasted into the paddock. So, suddenly, the 
excellent battle for second place became one 
for the lead and if only there had been more 
starters than the 14 it would have been a 
very good race as seven cars disputed the 
ead. “But it was young FF driver Chris 
Barnett having his first FSV race who rose 
to the top to score an excellent win in his 
Rob" Roy/D. J. Bond. Royale Heideggar 
RPIBA, Bruce Venn used an unusual tactle to 
hold second place — with two laps to go his 
Elden let out an immense smoke screen, lea 
ing his pursuers groping around as he pulled 
away to finish at an unabated pace! Peter 
Monro (Royale RP14/18) was next up, just 
fending off Chris Smith (Crossle 24F) and 
Steve Tipping (Supernova). For his drive 
Barnett collected the Allied Polymers Group 
Man of the Meeting award 

‘The only really full field of saloons lined 
up for the up to 1000 ce race but it was Ray 
Payne's Hartwell Imp which disappeared to 
win so clearly and driving so smoothly, it 
almost looked easy. Equally secure in second 
place was Peter Baldwin's Holbay-powered 
Mini. Basil Dagge’s Imp held third place for 


‘of the track —how 
the bunch following missed him we will never 
Know! Third place was then disputed by 
Gerry Taylor (Anglia) coming up well from a 
lowly grid position, who just beat Alan Cur- 
now (Mini) and George Ostroumoft (Imp). 
Another close battle followed led by Alun 
Jones (Mini), Richard Long (Anglia), the re- 
covered Dagge and Jon Adlard (Mini. 

‘Those of us who are Silverstone regulars 
get used to FF slipstreamers but the STP 
final was even more hectic than we come 
to expect —for the first two laps all 30 
drivers were ina bunch battling for the lead. 
‘After three laps it split Into a group of 
followed by the rest in a big bunch. From half 
distance seven drivers did just manage to 
break away a little but only Lawler and 
Murphy ever led over the line from this point 
making it an Irishman's benefit. On the last 
Tap all seven appeared on the brow on the 
‘approach to Woodcote in what appeared to be 
Mine abreast. Out of this, Murphy came oppo- 
site locking through Woodcote to victory to 
prove he can do it with a legal engine, with 
Lawler, Doug Bassett, Mike Young. Mike 
King, Geoff Lees, and Jim Walsh all covered 
by 12s—and all this on top of the 
that a back marker contrived to spin over the 
line in front of them all—too much! Next 
up and well in touch were Chris Barnett, 
‘Adrian Reynard and David Heale. Following 
the race the leading engines were stripped 
‘and, as your reporter was leaving the circuit, 
it was announced that Doug Bassett had been 
excluded for a contravention of the regula- 
tions. 

Feature event of the day was the British 
Empire Trophy for historic cars. Sadly, Willie 
Green suffered a broken diff on the JCB List 
Corvette Chevrolet in practice which took one 
of the most entertaining entries out of the 
race, On pole was Charles Lucas (Hesketh 
Maserati Birdcage) with Neil Corner alony 
side in Tom Wheatcroft’s splendid BRM P25. 
Corner made no mistake about the race and 
Ted throughout despite the car's lack of 
brakes. Charlie Luke chased for all he was 
Worth, holding the Maser in splendid opposite 
lock slides through Woodcote. John Harper 
held Lucas off for two laps in his Forward 
Enterprises Lister Jaguar but then contented 
himself with a safe third place and a new 
class lap record. Peter Van Rossem had a 
Tonely race to fourth spot in his ex-Scragg/ 
Scott Brown Lister to beat Paul Weldon who 
carved his way through the field after being 
eft at the start with a dead engine in the 
Connaught Alfa of Mr Connaught himself 
Rodney Clarke. Bill Nicholson (works Aston 
Martin DBR1) had a race-long battle to up- 
hold Aston honour and beat Paul Kelly's D- 
type. Richard Bond drove a splendid race in 
the Coopers Metals Cooper Bristol to win the 
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John Murphy's Hawke leads the Formula Ford pack through Maggott’s (above), Maurice Gate 
TVR Tuscan leads the modsports race from Mills’ E-type (below). 


2titre class with ease following the retire- 
ment of Ken Rogers’ Lotus Bristol Mk 10. 

Reigning Jaybrand Formule Libre champion 
Bobbie Bell intends to make no mistake about 
retaining the title as he claimed pole posi- 
tion in a new Trojan Richardson Chevrolet 
T101 F5000 car. Bell made a flying start and 
held a comfortable lead throughout as he 
‘strung together a consistent series of sub-1m 
laps to win. Martin Watson (FA GRD BDA 
372) held second throughout until Kaye Grif. 
ths came bounding up on the last lap to 
power past and snatch the place at the flag 
in his Led Zeppelin 8.3 McLaren MSE, using 
Reynolds — all-aluminium engine, John 
Hardesty (Brabham BDA BT36) took a close 
fourth ahead of F3 star Tony Rouff who drove 
an energetic race in his GRD Vegantune 373. 
Next up was a hard trying Derek Lawrence 
extracting everything possible from the old 
Ehrlich ES2. 

‘The big Esso saloons closed the day but a 
badly depleted field of 17 cars is not what 
we expect of special saloons. Tony Strawson 
had commuted between Silverstone and M: 
lory Park—a gallant effort and therefore 
deserved his runaway victory albeit with no 
serious opposition. Initially Pete Shelton's 5- 
litre Mk I Cortina held second place closing 
the door on John Robinson's fleet 1.3 BDA 
Escort at every corner until Robinson out- 
fumbled him at half distance and then Shel 
ton's brave effort came to nought when the 
beast’s engine expired at Becketts on the 
seventh lap. Robinson, impressive as ever, 
Went on to a fine second. Chris Hill's smart 
1.8 pushrod Anglia was 2 good third ahead of 
Phil Clark's Firenza with Nigel Clarke's Mini 
just beating David Hancock's similar car 
‘which came up well from the 10 s penalty 


OF Commence! GPs t 


BELGIAN—12tm May 


Short weekend visit—£10. Long 
Rowi—ei3. Osy visit by ar trom ‘Sout 


rend tie 
NURBURGRING 1000 km—19u May 
A short weekend visit—011 50, 
MONACO GP—26th May 


Practice and Formula’ S race 
Rotel in 756 


LE MANS—15/16th June 


i Delow ‘and well send. you, by. return 
Eftsy" post, “our Broshure 


Clags return post, 1 
18 "Continenta 


Chequers Travel = 


42 CASTLE STREET, DOVER, KENT 
Tel, Dover (0304) 208516, 


We would like to point out that 
the price of the 
OPEL COMMODORE GS 2.8 
Two-door Coupe is £3,208 
including power steering, tax 


and V.A.T. 


Not £2616.90 as was stated in 
Autosport on April 14. 


YOUNG MAN (18-21) 


required to assist the packaging and despatch 
department of a fast moving motorsport merchandis- 
ing company. Driving licence essential as attendance 
at race meetings will be necessary. Usual fringe 
benefits—25 hour day, farcical wages etc. Based in 
East London. 


Apply to Dave Croft, 01-534 8427 
STUFF ENTERPRISES LTD 
‘A member of the Stanbury Foley organisation 


What Renault racing is all about! Chri 
String of other Renault 5s waiting to take over. 


CASTLE COMBE 


Bruce (left) and Bob Taylor battle out the lead with a 


McCrudden takes his turn 


Castle Combe once again opened its gates to 
motor racing on Easter Monday. In thelr 
usual friendly manner the BRSCC (SW 
Centre) laid on nine races for the masses 
that always seem to descend on the Wiltshire 
circuit on Bank Holidays. Brian Urlwin ws 

the only record breaker to emerge from the 
afternoon's racing, his McNamara slici 

over 1 8 off the FV¢e record, while Andy 
Holloway's Imp equalled the 1000 ce saloon 
record. The third round of the Renault 5 
Challenge went to Stuart MeCrudden, while 
the only other champlonship round, for the 


organising club's FF Challenge, went to 
Roger Orgee’s Dulon. 
With Formula Ford races all over the 


country during the Easter period most of the 
runners in the two seven-lap Formula Ford 
heats were sure of getting place in the final 
which was the first round of the BRSCC (SW 
Centre) Formula Ford Championship. Of the 
12 starters in the first heat, one quarter 
were eliminated in first-lap incidents. Roger 
Orgee, however, wasn't troubled by any 
Of these dramas, and he took his Berni Inns 
Dulon to an easy victory in front of his home 
crowd. Don Smith was equally untroubled 
by the early spinners, and he finished a com- 
fortable second. Third place was disputed 
though, Richard Wills’ MRE being the first 
occupant of third place. He was displaced 
at half distance by Anthony Taylor-Roberts 
(who hails from Middle Wallop no less) his 
Lotus 61 pulling away to secure third. Paul 
Sheen's Merlyn Mk 20 also demote! Wills, 
but spun at Tower on the last lap and fin 
Ished sixth behind John Poxon's Merlyn Mk 
17, 

Heat two was a much closer affair. From 
pole position Bryan Sharp, who won this 
Championship in 1969 took the lead, but 
his Merlyn Mk 24A was overwhelmed on 
the second lap by Jan Moore's Dulon LD9, 
who promptly pulled away to a 6.8 s win. 
Sharp held on grimly to second place, the 
Merlyn just not behaving properly in the 
comers, and eventually both David Chester's 
Dulon MPI5 and Barrie Hattam’s Palliser 
‘got by on lap four. Hattam slipped in ¢o second 
Place on the penultimate lap, but on the last 
lap Sharp got it all together again, and edged 
past both Hattam and Chester to finish 
second. 

The final didn't really provide the spec- 
tacle usually expected from these single sea- 
ters. Orgee’s heat bad been the quicker and 
he duly took up pole position, using it to his 
advantage to lead the field down the long 
straight to Quarry chased by Moore and 
Sharp. Orgee and Moore pulled away from 
Sharp on the second lap but at half distance 
the leading trio were as one again, Chester 
and Hattam leading the pursuit. At the start 
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of the last lap they were still in the same 
order, but thanks to an errant backmarker, 
Sharp pulled up to second place to eventually 
finish 0.8 5 behind Orgee. Moore was a further 
02 s down, while after a bit of chopping and 
changing in the last couple of laps Chester 
finished fourth, 0.6 » ahead of Hattsm 

From pole, Ian Gemmell’s 1760 Mares 
made a leisurely start in the combined Mod- 
sports/Prodsports race and let Peter Taylor's 
George Kidd Motors V12 E-Type Jaguar into 
the lead. However, the soft end of the pro: 
duction Jaguar couldn't compensate for Gem- 
mell's potent Marcos, which took the lead 
on lap two, and extended its lead by no less 
than 4s a lap for the remainder of the 
race. Colin Blower's Brierley's Supermarkets 
Lotus Europa held thied initially chased by 
Steven Roberts’ Mini Marcos and Blower's 
team-mate Rod Gretton in the ex-Minshaw 
Europa. The Marcos headed the Europa duo 
fon the fifth Iap, but missed something on 
lap eight and dropped behind the 
Europas which were mow together. After 
holding third place briefly on the eighth lap, 
Gretton spun it alf away on the last lap to 
finish fifth behind Geoff Til!'s Team Aldon 
Jensen-Healey. 

After being absent from Castle Combe all 
last year, Andy Holloway returned to score a 
runaway victory in the small saloon race with 
his Sunbeam Imp. John Routley’s Cooper $ 
held second place from lap two onwards after 
Brian Prebble's Hillman Imp dropped back and 
retired on the third lap, while small class 
leader Graham Sayer lost third to Alex Boyle's 
Miglia Mini, and after a hectic last lap the 
Sayer Cooper $ lost its class leadership to 
Robin Bastable's Mini by just 0.2 

‘The only excitement in the Formula Vee 
Championship race was the dice for the lead 
between Malcolm Horwood’s CM (on pole) and 
Brian Urlwin's McNamara, The CM was the 
first to show over the brow of Dean Straight 
but Uriwin was right in his slipstream. 

Urlwin led on the third lap, but a lap later 
Horwood was again leading. However, with 
four laps to go the McNamara took the lead 
again and looked to have the race sewn up, 
when, on the last lap the car slowed as a 
piston gave trouble, Urlwin coasting across 
the line in second place just ahead of Peter 
Wimhurst's Vee Max. 

‘The Renault 53 made an incredible sight as 
they almost two-wheeled through Camp in 
one long train, sometimes two abreast. From 
pole position, Chris Bruce led at Quarry, 
but Stuart McCrudden led at the end of the 
opening lap, the ex-Ford man keeping the 
crowd well entertained with some near-im- 
possible overtaking manoeuvres McCrudden did 
most of the leading for the first half of the 
race, Maggie Anderson leading across the 


start/finish line of lap six, Bruce losing touch 
with the leading bunch on this lap, when he 
decided to mow the grass at Quarry. It was 
really too close for comfort and the little 
French cars started to spread themselves 
towards the end, McCrudden winning on the 
last corner when he got inside Dave Hedges. 
Rob Taylor and Miss Anderson completed the 
leading quartet. 

Brian Cutting has come out of retirement 
briefly, just to sort the F. English of Bourne- 
mouth’ Martin VB-engined Escort before it 
goes up for sale (see AurosronT shortly for 
details). Everything seemed to be working 
okay as he romped away from pole to beat 
Terry Sanger’, Chevrolet Camaro which 
started from the third row after a troubled 
practice. Jeff Allam in one of the few Vaux 
halls left in captivity (see Snetterton) finished 
third, the second Allam Motor Services Vivo 
failing to start from the front row until the 
grid had departed, while Dave Williams’ 
Wolseley Hornet just held off John Coundley's 
Cooper S to win the smaller salodn class. 

‘There was a Clubmen's class in the Libre 
finale and it was indeed one of these, the 


Access 7X of Peter Evans that took the top 
honours. It was, however, Bryan Sharp who 
Jed initially after the Clubmen's car got too 


much wheel spin at the start but the Formula 
Ford had to succumb to Evans on lap three 


Barrie Hattam finished third after Jack 
Heaton-Rudd's self built Monoposto pulled off 
on tap eight 

PAUL KING 


edited by lan Sadler 


SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
with MTP 


‘The Welsh Border CC's rally in 
the Castrol Avrosrort series 
appears to be in jeopardy and 
may have to be cancelled unless 
thelr forestry allocation is made 
clear soon. No more firm decl- 
sions or planning can continue 
until the club hears from the 
Forestry Commission and the 
RAC, The club Is hoping to have 
the position clarified before the 
end of April—if not, then a 
decision will be made which 
might well be to cancel as there 
would not be sufficient time to 
organise an event of the calibre 
required. 


Curious 
Welsh Rally 
seeding 


Seeding for the Welsh Inter- 
national rally is now known, the 
top 10 being as follows: 1, Roger 
Clark/sim Porter (Escort RS); 2, 
Per-Inge Walfridsson/Jobn Jensen 
(Volvo 142); 3, Chris Sclater/An 
Other (Escort RS); 4, Adrian 
Boyd/Frank Main (Escort RS), 5, 
Markku Alen/John Davenport 
(Escort RS); 6, Jack Tordoff/Phil 
Short (Porsche Carrera), 7, Barry 
Lee/John Gittins (Escort RS), 5, 
Kurt Nelakyla/Tony McMahon 
(BMW 2002 Ti); 9, Billy Cole- 
man/Donald_ O'Sullivan (Escort 
RS); 10, Tony Fowkes/Bryan 
Harris (Escort RS). A little fur 
ther down the entry list the seed. 
ing seems to be slightly curious 
with several top drivers appearing 
well down the list, below several 
less experienced or well known 
drivers. Examples are: 18, Jimmy 
Rae; 25, Will Sparrow: 31, Paul 
Faulkner; 33, Tony Pond: 41, 
Donald Hegaie, 62 Kevin Videan; 
Tony Drummond. 


© ‘Regulations have been received 
ay 


for the Challenge Trophy  R. 
organised by CMSA West Mi 

lesex Group. Run on the Sth of 
May the raily will be navigational 
with the whole route timed at 
just Jess than 25 mph. The event 
is also open to members of the 
BBCMC. 


Chieftain 


S 


24 


above, winner Tony Drummond. Below : Rallycross? 


MeKean (Saab) about to pass an Escort. 


Carreras dominate 
Circuit of Ireland 


‘At the time of going to press the °74 Circuit looks to have been a 
Porsche Carrera walk-over with the Ford challenge from Adrian Boyd 
constantly hindered by a variety of small and major problems. Billy 
Coleman, also challenging for the lead in earlier stages, suffered 
troubles too. Cahal Curley and Austin Frazer were well ahead over the 
final Tuesday stages with the similar car of Ronnie McCartney/Peter 
Scott lying second. Third spot looked likely for Billy Coleman, finishing 
the rally nursing his car in with everything essential just hanging 
together, though the fascia detached itself completely earlier in the 
morning. Adrian Boyd/Beaity Crawford appear to have managed fourth 
position after a rally fraught with problems, including fuel starvation, 
ho rear brakes and a collapsed cross-member. David Agnew (BMW) 
Tooked set for fifth place but went off five stages from the finish and 
Jack Tordoff has probably inherited his place. Gerry Forde/Paul 
Phelan (another Porsche Carrera) seem to have sixth position from 
Brian Nelson/Drexel Gillespie (BMW 2002) and John Tansey/Reagh 
Inglis (Carrera), 

1 Evans/David Marston 
were lying in fourth place with 
thelr Carrera when ‘forced to 
retire with transmission failure. 
Derek Boyd with Frank Main 
were going well until early Tues 
day before going out. John Price 
retired on the third ‘stage and 
the little Datsun of Alec Poole, 
Mike Greasley retired after an 
excursion over the edge on the 
sixth stage. Robin Eyre Maunsell 
was leading his class (Avenger) 
but after a heavy yump the car 
started to come apart and a roll 
on Monday night has given the 
class to Scottish driver John 
Gemmel, driving a similar car 
Russell Brookes finished the rally 


Ope! driver—Bric Aaby. 


(not with an RS2000 as in the 
entry list but using his old 
Mexico with Stuart Gray co- 


driving), Their Mexico was not 
without bate scars however, 
Sifter an excursion on Monday 
Aight and an off early on Tues. 
day. Will Sparrow (Vauxhall 
Magnum) may well have taken 
10th position but at noon on 
Tuesday it was not certain 


whether Eric Aaby (Opel Ascona) 
might have beaten the Vauxhall 
driver for a top 10 placing. Full 
report from Mike Greasley next 
week, 


Third place —Ronnie McCartney. 


B Canadian W. Cup 
Rally entries 


A Canadian team entered for 
G the UDT World Cup Rally will 

be using two Castrol sponsored 
BMWs currently being prepared 
by BMW Alpina, They are for 
crews of Ed Golz, Fred Baker 
and George Wirtjes from Tor- 
onto and Ole Petersen from 
Elora, Ontario. The Canadian 
marathon rally team has been 
officially appointed to represent 
Canada by Mr Bob Hanna, Execu- 
tive Director of the Canadian 
Automobile Sports Clubs, and 
will be the only Canadian team 
entered in the event. 
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Special stage 


Rally insurance 


The unique rally car insurance 
scheme announced late last year, 
devised by Lloyd's broker and 
racing driver lan Bracey, is back 
into gear again and is gaining 
momentum as quickly as events 
fare announced. One of their first 
events where several cars will be 
Insured through the scheme is 
the World Cup Rally! On the 
home front they have already in 
sured the  Kleber/Wheelbase 
Escort RS for Jimmy Rae's Scot 
tish drive, 

‘The Lloyd's scheme, handled by 
Lloyd's underwriter, Malcolm 
Blair allows for the whole car or 


scheme 


just certain parts (shell, engin: 
ete) to be insured for any ral 

on of off the road. There is a 
full scale of percentages to cover 


anything from a restricted bash 
(wrong word, perbaps) right 
through Internationals to some- 
thing like the forthcoming UDT 


World Cup Rally. 


‘The scheme has already proved 


very successful in motor racing 
where most of the leading drivers 
and teams are insured in this 
way with Individual policies 
Worked out for specific ‘events, 


amounts and bits and pieces. 


Scottish entries 


More than 100 entries have 
already been received for the 
International Seottish Rally 
une 13 to 18). The early flooa 
of entries has taken the Royal 
Scottish Automobile Club by 
surprise, ‘Commenting on the 


situation Major Bob Reid, Direc~ 
tor and Secretary of the RSAC, 
and Rally Clerk of the Course, 

id: “I knew that the ban on 
rallles over the winter period 


had resulted in a certain pent-up 
demand but I did not realise that 
we could possibly ha 

entries 80. s00n. 
going 

deciding 


so many 
Indeed Wwe are 
to have a difficult job 
the starting list for, 
we shall guarantee start 
es to early entrants, we 
shall have to make allowanci 
for the obvious delay in entries 
arriving from abroad caused by 


flooding in 


competitors having to go through 
their own national clubs. I know 
that some competitors will be 
disappointed but it is some mea- 
sure of the success of the 
Scottish” that we should have 
such support.” 

‘A list of top names already 
entered follows: Roger Clark 
(RS1600); Andrew Cowan (Vaux 
hall Magnum); Tony _ Fowkes 
(RS 1600); Paul Faulkner (RS1600); 
Jimmy Rae (RS1600); George 
Hill (Firenzay; Robin Eyre-Maun- 
sell (Avenger GT); John Bloxham 
(Dolomite Sprint); Russell Brookes 
(RS2000); Bill Taylor (RS1600); 
Tan Wilson (Opel Ascona); Adrian 
Boyd (RS1600); Jack‘ Tordoft 
(Porsche Carrera); Timo Maki 
nen (RS1600) and David Thomp- 
son (RS1600). Closing date for 
entries is Friday, May 3. 


Tom Seal goes 
back to maps 


Vv 


Former 


Mini-man, Tom Seal. 


Former quick Mini driver Tom 
Seal has sold his car and this 
year plans to occupy the co- 
driver's seat_in Roger Platt’s 3- 
litre Capri. The Group One car 
will be contesting, principally, 
the Castrol/Avrosroxt champion: 
ship. 
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Isle of Elba 


Taking place over the next 
three days from today is the 
Seventh International Isle of Elba 
Rally, qualifying for the Euro- 
pean’ drivers championship and 
the Italian rally championship. 
The compact rally starts at 21.01 
this evening and its back-doub- 
ling route will take in 36 special 
stages totalling 301 km. Run in 
two sections the Isle of Elba 
starts with the first of two 607 
km loops of which the 150 km 
of stages are run twice. 

Last year Warmbold/Haggbom 
(VW1303S) broke the regular 
Italian Fiat/Lancia domination of 
the event; the honours in pre- 
vious years divided amongst 
Trombotto, Paganelli, Barbasio 
and Cavallari. An Italian driven 
Fiat win seems a good bet. 


© A competitor on this year's 
Welsh Rally hoping to later com- 
pete on Castrol/Aurosroat 
rounds is Geoffrey Wooldridge of 
Worcester. With co-driver Keith 
Hobbs, their Welsh entry is an 
Escort TC with 140. bhp dry 
sump AUJ engine and sponsor- 
ship from Moto Spares of Wor- 
cester. They will also be trying 
B. F. Goodrich tyres for which 
Moto Spares are local distribu- 
tors. 


Wet Safari win for 


Joginder 


Singh 


For the second year in succession an East African Asian has won the 


Safari. This year's rally went to “ 
drove a Mitsubishi Colt Lancer. 
‘Second came Walde 


‘The Flying Sikh” Joginder Singh who 
‘Singh last won ‘the rally in 1965. 


rd/Thorselius, with an “old” rebuilt Porsche 


Carrera in front of Sandro Munari/Lofty Drews (Lancia Fulvia HF). 
Nine of the 16 cars to finish were Japanese which, when taking into 


account the number of Datsuns to start, Is about an’ equi 


tage. Datsun took the team pri 
Rosemary Smith/Pauline Gullick 
"The 22nd Safari was virtually a 


due to rain filling rivers and removing bridges and just 


after the start 80 per cent of 
Embu/Meru section on the east 
newt 

‘after clearing the Mlooded section, 
and towards the end of the first 
When the camshaft broke putting 


the lead but both he and Andersson (both Peugeot 


ize and the Ladies 
who finished in 16th position, 
washout with many sections cancelled 

three hours 
dhe entry were bogged down in the 


ide of Mount Kenya. ‘This section was 
ised and the rally continued 13 hours later. The early leaders, 


were Timo Makinen/John Davenport 
leg they had built up a lead of 30m 
the 504 crew out. Mikkola then took 

Mis) retired on the 


second leg with broken cam followers, Therrier (Alpine Renault) then 
fed for awhile until the front suspension broke and both Plot and 


Nicolas (Renault R175) were out 
gasket 


Bjorn Waldegaard — 2nd. 


Darniche survived to the middle 
of the second leg (Alpine) when 
he was forced to retire with no 
clutch, The Fiats went well but 
both Barbasio and Paganelli re- 
tired without clutches. Munari 
had some suspension problems 
with the Fulvia but kept going 
in a consistent fashion, After the 
Peugeots retirements Walde- 
gaard went into the lead despite 
having @ suspension arm at the 


Rauno Aaltonen — 6th. 


fon the first night with blown head 


Sandro Munari — 3rd. 


Vie Preston Jnr — &th 


rear come loose in the first leg, 
The same suspension arm broke 
completely during the third leg 
and this passed the ead to 
Joginder Singh's Colt Lancer, a 


lead which he held to the end 
after a consistently quick drive. 
Joginder's win was very popular 
back 


in Nairobi but the local 


section where 70 
cars were stuck firm) is unlikely 
to commend the Safari to the 
usual degree elsewhere. Fourth 
place went to Kallstrom/Billstam 
(Datsun 2602) from Remtulla/ 
Jivani (260Z). Sixth was Aalton- 
inen/Stiller (with their borrowed 
Datsun 1800) ahead of Shank- 
land/Bates (Peugeot 504); Hugh/ 
Hechle (504); Vic Preston Jnr/ 
Roger Barnard (Escort RS) with 
the Ulyate/Smith Fiat Spyder 
tenth. Last year's winner, Shek- 
har Mehta, finished 11th with his 
Lancia Fulvia, Full report next 
week from John Davenport. 


Doug Niven gets well crossed up in pursuit of Mick Hill. 


MALLORY PARK 
Doug Niven’s impressive 
win for Border Reivers 


By IAN TITCHMARSH Pictures by PETER BURN 


A famous name from the e: 

Clark returned to the winner 

cousin Doug Niven took his Border Reivers-entered Ford Boss Escort to victory in the second 

of the BRSCC-promoted, John Player-sponsored Super Saloon races. The 25-lap event saw a 

‘Capri which came to a spectacular but, for Hil, 

riers at Devil's Elbow 

snd had just broken the 

faloon record, but had semed wi ss'in the last 1} miles. In 

typically large Bank Holiday crowd this new series of racing showed plenty of 
promise and should make a welcome change from production saloons if the promoters give 

Four of the supporting races at the BRSCC-organised meeting were for Formula 

Ford with Patrick Neve taking the third set of BOC maximum points available over the 

Weekend while the two Simoniz Special Saloon events were easy wins for Nick Whiting’s 

Escort FVC, which was second in the Super Saloon race, and Jeff Ward's Imp. 


At the time Niven 


Hill, Whiting and Niven on the front row of the Super Saloon race. 


SUPER SALOONS 


From an entry of 22 cars, only four failed 
to arrive for practice although Dennis Nott's 
5.7 Capri hardly left its transporter, while 
Martin” Kent's Sunbeam —Rapier-Chevrolet 
suffered derangement of the De Dion tube 
when the driveshafts twisted during Simoniz 
Practice. To cater for anyone who wanted to 
race in the Esso Uniflo round at Silverstone 
fon the same day, the BRSCC agreed under 
pressure from the other circuit, to hold their 
practice last and race first, but the only one 
to benefit from this was Tony  Strawsor 

not running as well ai 
ferton anyway. The time 
to aim for was Chris Meek's special saloon 
record of 50.05 established in August last 
year with his ex-Norman Abbott Escort BDG, 
the Leeds property man being without his car 
fon this occasion following engine disasters 
Nearest to his time was not surprisingly Mick 
Hill in the Tricentrol Capri, now running & 
Selitre Falconer & Dunn V&, once used by 
Jock Russell in his Lotus 70, since Mick's 
Grlitre engine had shown a marked reluctance 
to rev. The Capri was good enough for 50.6 
which had already been recorded by Nick 
Whiting in the All Car Equipe Escort FVC 
during Simoniz practice. In the later session 
Whiting, who had never raced at Mallory 
Park, could only manage 51.65, but he did 
this with no trouble at all and’ put the car 
away early. The immaculate yellow car has 
an FVC prepared by Alan Smith and the Kent 
driver is certainly proving to be one of the 
finds of special saloon racing. 

Sharing the same time with Whiting were 
Doug Niven and Tony Sugden, both Escorts, 
but of widely different types. Niven did it 
first to complete the front row, his ex-Tate 
of Leeds, Chas Beattie-built car being covered 
in the names of various Scottish companies 
who are the latter day Border Reivers. The 
engine has been built from assorted bits sup- 
plied by Mathwall Engineering among others 
and boasts 5.7 litres, while in addition to 
the boot mounted aerofoll there is a second 
wing tucked underneath the rear valance. 
Sugden’s Escort ws ling as over in 
its Brook Hire of colours, the Cos 
worth kit BDE engine still plagued by an 
intermittent misfire but sounding very sweet 
when on full song, which is now most of the 
time. ‘The shortage of cash prizes now that 
the championship has lost its original heavy 
backing is discouraging people like Sugden 
who know they have no chance of beating 
the Hills and Marshalls, but whose cars are 
essential and desirable place-getters. 

Fresh from two wins the day before at 
Ingliston was Niven's fellow Scot Bill Dryden 
in the SMT Edinburgh Vauxhall Firenza run- 
ning with the new-style slab front in the 
manner of Marshall and powered, as it was 
Iaét year, by a Lotus/Vauxhall twin cam of 
2300 cc. | Dryden's time was 52.08 to com- 
plete the second row. SuperStrawb himself 
arrived in time with the Hill Capri Mk 1, 
looking a little battered about the front, and 
recorded a subdued 52.8 in the Servispak/ 
Car Accessory Shop car, 0.48 better than the 
next 4-cylinder Escort, Rhoddy 
Bailey's Broadspeed-built, ex-Jose Barrios 
Robert Ryan Racing-entered machine which 
hhas left-hand drive and handling to match, 
‘There is also a weight penalty at the moment 
‘and the car is to be retired for the time being 
to shed some and sort out the suspension. 
Dave Millington’s Marshall replica Firenza, 
the second Brook Hire entry, equalled Harvey- 
Bailey's time before a rod came through the 
sump and ended his racing for the day. 
Dennis Welch's faithful Anglia, now with Phil 
Marks-prepared twin-cam, was its usual rapid 
self and was the third car to record 53.2 s. 

The _sinister-looking ex-Martin Thomas 
Group 2 Chevrolet Camaro of Ali Hussel 
rumbled round for a reasonable 54.65, but 
very much in the second stream as, for the 
moment, is John Pope's exotic Vauxhall Mi 
num which has nothing less than an Aston 
Martin V8 installed. General teething troubles 
aswell as problems with the ‘scrutes gave 
Pope a trying debut with the car; he was one 
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of several who discovered that the speci 
saloon regs are still in one of the RAC’s 
favourite states of limbo. His time was 55.0, 
1.4 better than Jim Evans who has fitted his 
Escort with a turbo charged Pinto engine to 
produce 2800 cc. At the moment too much 
boost blows out the oll and head gaskets. 
‘The perennial Ford Berpop, which really is 
based (somewhat loosely these days) on an 
early perpendicular Ford Popular, has obtained 
Sponsorship from International Shoe Findings 
‘and for this meeting Mike Berman had offered 
the seat to local Mini exponent Martin 
Sellicks. The engine is a fuel-injected Olds- 
mobile-type Rover V8; its time, 57.0 s. 
Hussein's team mate Tony Rosen Nash 
‘grappled with the largest car in the event, 
the ex-Martin Birrane 7-litre Ford Mustang. 
equally as sinister and black looking as the 
Camaro and a danger to life, limb and lung 
in the paddock where it went as quickly as it 
did on the track, good enough for a time of 
57.48. The Wray Brothers Escort BDA, 
driven by Peter, was a slow 58.45 while the 
grid was completed by the beautifully-con. 
Structed Skoda Coupé of the IAS Racing 
Team entered for former Imp and Escort-BRM 
driver John Turner. This car has a full Alan 
Smith Chevrolet of § litres but its first outing 
plagued with assorted teething troubles, 
10.6 5 over the minut 


RACE 


John Turner's new creation — the Skoda-Chevrolet. 


and he eased up to see what damage had 
been done. In fact, one wheel had had the 
Fim stripped but the tyre held and Sugden 
carried on to repass Dryden and finish 9 s 
behind the impressive Whiting. All the rest, 
Including Strawson, were lapped. Hussein 
retired the Camaro when a wire from the 
alternator to the battery came adrift while 
Rosen Nash fared little better for the Mustan; 
overheated and then needed drying out 
the points had got wet. 


den also getting away well to slot into third 
behind Whiting and push Hill down to fourth. 
On Stebbe Hill sorted out the Vauxhall and 
completed Jap one in third place while Dryden 
was chased by Sugden. Strawson followed, 
then Harvey-Bailey, Pope, Rosen-Nash, Welch, 
Evans, Turner and Wray. The 

dy out after something had 
Sellicks went towards the 


up a 
who, Jn turn, pulled away from the 
the lead of which Harvey-Bailey departed on 
the fourth Iap when he stopped to find out 
why the car Was filling up with smoke. 
Several pit-stops later broken piston rings 
were suspected. Meanwhile Hill was applying 
Pressure to Whiting who was going very well 
Indeed in the 4-cylinder car, but on the fifth 
lap. power told and the Capri went by on 
Stebbe Straight and set off after Niven, who 
‘even more of a problem. On the 10th 
Tap. Whiting was finally dropped after a fine 
performance when he was badly baulked la 
ping Turner's Skoda and two laps later Hill 
did what he knew he could and outbraked the 
leader into the hairpin 

‘The race was far from over, however, for 
the ‘Scot stayed glued to the Capri’s tail, 
sometimes losing a few yards when back 
markers intervened but always able to make 
them up again. This was a proper motor race 
and not a set piece for the benefit of the 
spectators. On lap 18 Hill equalled Meek’s 
record but a lap later Niven reduced it to 
49.6 5, Then it came down to 492 s but still 
Hill was in front with only a few laps left. 
‘Then, as the cars came on to Stebbe for the 
penultimate time plumes of thick smoke 
Poured out of the Capri and Niven backed 
Off a little, expecting the inevitable blow up. 
Instead it was a blow-out for the Capri lurched 
sideways as it came round Devils Elbow and 
ymmed into the barrier before having a long 
accident down the middle of the track which 
forced Niven on to the grass where, as some- 
fone nicely put it, he showed his true farming 
origins and kept the ploughing under control. 
Hill's car came to rest wich two flat tyres 
and broken suspension at the side of the 
track, having just about completed its 24th 
lap, while Niven carried on for one more tour 
to take a partly unexpected but well-deserved 
win. 
‘After passing Dryden on the seventh lap 
Sugden managed to keep the Vauxhall behind 
for all but one lap near the end when a 
back-marker forced the Escort into the barrier 
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SUPPORTING RACES 


Rather inevitably two previous BOC races 

Oulton Park and Snetterton plus simul- 
ineous championship rounds at ‘Thruxton 
and Silverstone thinned out the Formula 
Ford entries but there were still enough to 
make up three heats. The first developed into 
@ runaway win for Stephen South's Ray after 
David McPherson had punted off Bernard 
Vermilio's Van Diemen at the hairpin on the 
third lap. MacPherson’s Merlyn carried on to 
take second just holding off Canadian Danny 


Merlyn Mk I while 
charged back up 
final. Heat two wi 
tween two experienced men Syd Fox (Hawke) 
and Gordon Smiley (Merlyn), the American 
finding that there are still some tricks to learn 
In the ultra-competitive world of British FF. 
‘After _much sharing of first place it was Fox 
who took the flag first by 0.2 s. Third place 
was equally close between Graham Cuthbert’s 

Diemen and Roy Klomfass's BAF Hawke 
which the Scottish baker won by 0.2 5. The 
third heat only had nine starters and was a 
straightforward win for the Belgian Patrick 
Neve in his ShellSport Lola. An unhappy 
Richard Hawkins with a down-on-power Dulon 
was a lonely second while Peter Hale retired 
his Holts Van Diemen from third after select: 
Ing first instead of third gear away from the 
hairpin. It was left to Phil Dowsett to take 
his place with his Titan from Chris Alford's 
Merlyn. 

The final was a really good thrash involving 
Neve, Fox, Smiley and South. These four 
forméd an immediate breakaway group, 
helped by an accident involving Cuthbert and 
the second ShellSport Lola of Robert Joubert 
lat the Esses on the second lap from which 
both drivers emerged unhurt but upset. Smiley 
had led off the line but Neve took over going 
into the Esses with Fox in pursuit and South 
Sorting his way past the accident. To begin 
with it seemed that Neve would make a break 
but Fox passed Smiley and the two closed in, 
bringing South along too. On the ninth lap, 
just before halfway, Fox caught and passed 
the Belgian on braking for the Esses only to 
have the same thing done to him a lap later. 
South then made his move and Fax found 
himself third, but not for long. The front of 
South's Ray was rubbed off against the Lola 
fon the 12th lap and, although he carried on, 
his engine was now going off and finally 
Seized with six laps to go. Fox then resumed 
his challenge to Neve but the Belgian switched 
himself on well and truly in the final few 
laps, equalled the long-standing FF record of 
wid Loring, and went on to his first BOC 
win by 1.48. Fox and Smiley followed while 


‘Vermilio put in a truly outstanding drive from 
his Towly’ grid position to climb up to fourth 
ahead of Hawkins and Klomfass. 

‘The Simoniz Special Saloon races were dis- 
appointing. The” anticipated confrontation 
Between the Imps of Jeff Ward, John Hom 
wood and Ray Calcutt and the Mint of Martin 
Seliieks never materialised, Ward, on his local 
circuit, gained yards on Homewood att 
hairpin on the frst lap and carried on like 
that forthe rest of the race ‘while Calcutt 
‘who, unlike Homewood, has raced at Mallory 
before many times was a long way back in 
third. Sellicks had’ trouble ‘with the. fuel 
Injection and It was all he could do to finish 
fourth. The best dicing went on farther back 
between the Minis of Tony. Dickinson (Hol- 
bay-powered), Bill Barrett, George Hard. and 
Clinton Bourke who finished in that order 
after some splendid side-by-side stuff. Nell 
Dincen's 850 Mini broke a’ cam follower in 
practice and left. the el 
bones of which the better was David Endersby's 
Which finished penultimate, 

"The second race was a repeat of the Super 
Saloon event without Niven and. Mill. Nick 
Whiting won am he pleased from Tony Sugden 
with Dennis Welch third im hie Angin The 
raft brothers ia thelr 1300 Motospeed. Mini 
failed to live up to thelr romise, Cree 


while ‘Paul fell back and lost the cl 
after his brother's demi: 
Cooper 8, 
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QULTON PARK 


Redman foils Hobbs 


By IAN TITCHMARSH 


Photos by PETER McFADYEN 


in eliminating themselves leaving Redman 0 cope 
minute challenge from David Hobbs. Some judicl 
‘Sid Taylor Lola its second win in a week, but it 


In the supporting races of the BRSCC organised meeting Brian Henton won yet another 
F3 race against negligible opposition after Tony Rouff had non-started while Bernard 
Vermilio came out on top in a typically hectic BOC Formula Ford scramble, 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


‘There was plenty of the latter, all of 
it wet, but not many of the former. With 
Siiverstone only a few days earlier 
the less dedicated decided to give Oulton 
Park @ miss and concentrate on preparing for 
Monday Brands so that only 16 cars 
Practised. All the times that mattered were 
et In the second period when the rain was 
‘lightly less heavy and conditions began to 
dry out to the point where the fastest cars 
‘were going too quickly for Goodyear's wet 
rubber, #0 that it chunked and blistered, but 
too damp for anything intermediate. 
technicians wore an'" We told you 
the treads stripped, but It does 
the tyre companies are reducing 
motor racing to an expensive lottery. They 
to whom everyone 
‘and they may  b 
driven on by the demands of “ competition 
but when they cannot produce a tyre which 
will cope with a drying tack, which after 
all is mot an uncommon situation dn thi 
country, one is left to wonder where they 
are trying to take everyone, except for a 
very expensive ride, 
Having had Mr Bennett himself lapping 
in the week, the 
in fine fettle and 
ye does seem 
to be a certain needle in the camp between 
the British and Belgian halves which, when 
‘added to the anxiety of Teddy Pilette to 
shine on the circuit where he scored his 
first big win last year and to justify his 
champion’s status, and Peter Gethin deter- 
mined to prove that he is still the man to 
beat in the Sulitre cars, the 


agne by a whole second from 
whose tyres were coming apart in 
Completing the front row was Lancashire’ 
own, Grand Prix driver Brian Redman in 
Sid Taylor's Lola T332, winner at Silverstone 
where new tyres, new’ airbox and new wing 
hhad been tried so, although the car handlad 
better, no one new how much to attribute 
to which. The complete answer had still not 
been found and by the time the Lola had 
blistered Sid's last set of wets, Redman 

set of grooved 

Still, he had 
earned himself the outside of the front row, 
which used to be pole position anyway until 
this year! 

Radiating an increasing amount of conf 
dence in his car Bob Evans had his thrice- 
sponsored McKechnie Wines /STP/Henley 
Forklift Lola T332 going well for a time only 


half a second slower than Redman while 
Preserving his rubber as best he could. 

still fitted with a“ banana” wing 
but this didn't seem to worry him, on the track 
at any rate! His old sparring partner tan 
Ashley with the ShellSport/Luxembourg Lola 
7330 shared the second row, the team 
reverted to an Alan Smith 
In place of the RES used 
One used to expect Ian to produce the 
fireworks while other drivers were more 
consistent, but these days it is a very 
different ‘story and Ashley seems to have 
matured Into one af the best drivers in the 
formula. After less than a lap at Silverstone 
Vern Schuppan was hoping that at last he 
would be able to do justice to himself in 
Sid Taylor's Trojan T101, despite a tired 
(or misfiring, depending on who was telling 
you!) engine. In the wet the lack of power 
and revs was no handicap and Vern 
thied fastest in the first session, but this 
was reduced to sixth best when it became a 
little drier. David Hobbs was another who 

Mist im the second period, th 

1g Lola T330 with its Falconer 
& ‘Dunn engine seeming to lack the urg: 
Of the others although the experienced Hobbs 
who won his first ever single-sester race 
at Oulton Park in 1962, was giving nothing 
away in driving expertise. 

Mike Wilds, arriving at Oulton still in the 
lead of the championship, was one of only 
two men with a new car, albeit fitted with 
the bodywork off his old one. He was 
allowed to take away the latest March 74A, 
which had never turned a wheel in anger 
before Thursday, but the other one was 
left behind at Bicester until lan Taylor's 0 
called sponsor comes up with the money. 
Wilds even had a new fuel-injected Alan 
Smith 


everything in. The other new car wai 
the radically rebuilt ex-VDS Chevron B24 
for Chris Craft now run under the patronage 
of Martin Birrane by Keith Green. An engine 
disaster earlier in the week had restricted 
testing of the car which is a B28 in all 
Fespects except the original tub and Craft 
had little opportunity to get into the swing 
Of things again when rotor arms kept on fail- 
ing.. Brian McGuire's Trojan T101 practised 
quite competitively, but failed during the ten- 
minute sorting period prior to the race on 
Friday and non-started. Damien Magee’s Lol: 
7330 was suffering from a broken Wiseman 
diff on one side, which could not be repaired 
and was a great handicap in the wet but, 
hopefully less so in the dry, while the main 
grid was completed by the Lolas of Trevor 
‘Twaites, Lella Lombardi, Nick Wattiez and 
Guy Edwards. Poor Edwards only managed 
‘xix laps all day, being unable to find enough 


were fine in the paddock, so his third new 
chassis remained unsorted after its brief 
run at Silverstone, Right at the back, sup 
posedly with a 10 penalty, was Tony 
Dean in his B24) Chevron which qualified 
before racing started on Friday after walting 
for a new Morand engine to arrive from 
Switzerland, 


The grid lined up as follows: f 
in mes 


nse 
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RACE 


‘After everyone had done their 
fet up. thelr cars correctly for 


peri 


ce in practi 


drivers, but as usual chaotic beca 
unpaced. The grid was lined up 
semblance of order although 


the 
drop! 
were gesticulating as the cars 


fall it wi 
Second place man David Hobbs. 
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Early laps! Redman leads Gethin, Pilette and Wilds. 


conditions, of which they had had no ex 

during the 10 minutes 
‘allowed by the organisers, there was a further 
Warming up lap, now insisted upon by the 


Ashley and Wilds were all nose to tail and 
ter seemed to take an age before 
‘the flag by which time most drivers 
overheated 

clutches strained. When the fl 
Redman who was on the move 


first, while on the other side of the grid 
Evans faltered and was run into by Schup} 
stayed pointed in the 


Impetus and outside line meant that neither 
Gethin nor Pilette could force past into the 
ead, but both red Chevrons fell in right 
behind as the cars shot down the Avenue. 
fled round the banked left-hander at, Ca 
cades and accelerated to the Esso hairpin. 
The pressure on the leading Lola was tre- 
mendous but it was not too much for Brian 
and he snaked out of Lodge and up Deer 
Leap with Gethin and Pilette right behind 
and then a gap of significant proportions 
ready before Wilds came by with Ashley 
scrambling to get by. Evans and Hobbs, 
who had started slowly on his harder com 
pound 1973-type tyres, followed with Lella 


Lombardi leading Edwards, going well at 
last, Magee, Dean who had started with 
the rest and swapped his 10 s penalty for 
‘a minute one, Schuppan, who drove straight 
into the pits to retire with a thoroughly 
flat engine, Craft, Twaltes and Wi 

The second lap was just 


hectic although 


hird lap he was busy looking 
for a way past at Knickerbrook. At the same 
time Hobbs had demoted Evans and Dean 
had taken 10th from Magee, while Ashley 
was looking hard for a way past the Demp- 
ster March of Wilds. 

Pilette was running Firestone tyres, un. 
like Gethin's and Redman’s Goodyears, and 
certainly seemed to have the edge in the 
corners, but Gethin was still determined to 
be the one to sort out the Lola which 
Redman took round in a new circuit record 
on the fifth lap, Wilds found that he was 
without all but second and fifth gears on 
this lap and the March was quickly swallowed 
up by all but the ‘slowest runners, while 
Hobbs was moving in to challenge Ashley 
for the fourth position he had just obtained 
when the March slowed. On the eighth lap 
Gethin realised that, although he could stay 


with Redman, he was not going to find a 
way past so he waved his team-mate through 
to see what he could do, although the 
pressure from Pilette suggested that he would 
have fought his way past very soon anyway. 
Hobbs passed Ashley on Top Straight but 
found himself 16 s behind the leaders and 
not going fast enough to catch them up 
unless they misbehaved’ which, in no time 
at all, they did. Going into Knickerbrook for 
the 10th time Pilette swooped past Redman 
but ran wide on the exit and took to the 
grass up Clay Hill. Not wanting to lose 
his priority over his team-mate after the 
earlier troubles, the Belgian kept his foot 
hard down as Redman nipped by to resume 
the lead again. Gethin was not so lucky and 
drew alongside Teddy as the latter regained 
the track at the top of the rise. 
two touched and in a flash Pet 
Chevron was sideways into the Armco and 
‘out of the race while the other one carried 
fon, the only apparent damage being to its oll 
cooler scoop at the ret 

Pilette was really roused by now and 
hurled the Chevron round the circuit to 

Redman's new record and catch him 

jain in no. time at all. His pace wa 
le and he took yards off the Lola 
on braking for Old Hall on the 13th lap to 
take over the lead properly this time, In 
no time at all the gap between the first 
two cars stretched and there was clearly 
nothing Redman could do with his increasingly 
twitehy car, But this amazing race was far 
from over. After only four laps in the lead, 
and with the race apparently In his pocket 
ren though only half over, Pilette found 

‘car escaping from his grasp at Lod 

moment he was sliding sideways 

in the rear suspension, 

which has never been known to fail on a 

Chevron before and was therefore presumably 

weakened in the incident with Gethin, had 

broken and the very strong Chevron chal 
lenge was over. 

But anyone Who thought the race wi 
finished was mistaken, With the Chevrons 
out of the way Hobbs was now second on 
the road to Redman and there was nearly 
half the left for him to do 

smething about It. His harder tyres seemed 
to be working better than Redman's, which 
wore beginning, vo, bite again, Sut the 
20 s gap needed reducing by more than the 
2's per lap which David could ‘manage. On 
lap 21, with ning to go, It was 20 5, four 
laps later It was 14.5 's and some back- 
markers kept in down to only 1s 

‘Then, just lke that, 
rear wing tilted sideways. A bolt 
nut and the gap was cut by 


ind the two cars entered the 
penultimate lap under 4 s apart. Even at 
his old rate of progress Hobbs could deal 
with that, The leader's wing seemed secure 
enough at its 45 degree angle and the black 
flag was not produced. Throwing everything 
he knew into his driving Redman stabilised 
the gap on lap 29 but Hobbs closed up 
even as the cars started the Jap, By 
Top Straight the cars were almost nose to 
tail but Redman plus Lola can be a very 
wide combination and it was still ther 
one from the blue one through Knicker. 
brook. As Pilette and Gethin had found 
there Is really no room to pass up Clay Hill 
and it was the same round Druids. Along the 
straight to Lodge Hobbs made his bid but 
received the old-fashioned “chop” as the 
cars braked for the corner. Accelerating up 
Deer Leap Redman almost lost control of 
the Lola which gave him-an excuse to weave 
and there wi 
but settle for 
of the black fl 
‘The thrills didn't the leaders, 
either! After Hobbs had caught and passed 
him Ashley was challenged by Evans whose 
gearbox was tightening up. Ashley, for his 
part, was suffering from a lack of revs in 
his ‘tiring Smith engine, but the intense 
pressure on him disappeared with two laps 
left when Bob's engine cut at Esso and 
he spun into gentle contact with the Armco. 


_ 


By the time he was going again he had 
been passed by the latest chapter in the 
saga of Damien Magee and the Italian 
Signorina. After her very good start Lella 
had the misfortune to have one of her tail 
ipes come loose, which brought out the 
lack flag just as it fell off. She was sent on 
her way but not before Damien had overtaken 
her and there he stayed till the end although 
she was only half a car’s length behind at 
the line. For Magee and his entrant Tony 
Brown, fourth place provided some much- 
needed finance to keep the car running 
Final finisher was Chris Craft who had a 
quiet race on unsuitable tyres as he played 
himself in again after a long lay-off. 

Of the other retirements, Dean who had 
caught up with Lombardi had a coming 
together with the slow Lola of Wattiez at 
Lodge on lap 8 when the Huntingdon antique 
dealer_moved over and lost control on the 
grit, Fortunately neither car was too badly 
damaged but poor Guy Edwards was in the 
wars again after what started out as an 
encouraging performance. He had worked his 
way up to sixth by haif distance when he 

un at Knickerbrook. The very next lap 

did it again, this time into the Armco 
sufficiently to break a rear hub carrier and 
Possibly cause some damage to the mono- 
coque. Wilds fell back as far as Craft, 
with whom he battled for some time before 
the problems of driving without most of the 

rs caused him to spin at Cascades and 
the March retired with nine laps to go 
with superficial damage. Apart from 
‘Schuppan, the only retirement not attributable 
to an accident was that of Trevor Tw: 
whose Lola lost its oll pump drive 
and then seized a rear wheel bearing 
it was being pushed back to the paddock. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


‘The BOC Formula Ford circus began its 
three-race Easter weekend with two qualify- 
ing heats in the wet on Thursday afternoon 
Diemen and 
‘Stephen South's rain ensured 
Several spins, most of them non-damaging 

Ithough Richard Morgan (Ray) managed to 
eliminate himself from pole position for the 
second heat by hitting the Armco at Cascades 
while, in the race. Tiff Needell spun his Elden 
‘on lap one at Esso while in the lead and 
‘was hit by John Crowe's Servis Merlyn which 
retired with a bent front wishbone, 

‘The final was the traditional stuff on the 
dry but dusty track, so dusty that Syd Fox's 
Hawke swallowed some grit into its carburet- 
tor which caused him to retire on the second 
Jap. The race resolved itself into an immensely 
close struggle between Young, South, Patrick 
Neve (ShellSport Lola 340), Richard Hawkins 
(Rateliffe/works Dulon MPISB), and Bernard 
Vermilio's private Van Diemen. South, who 
had driven very well to win his heat, seemed 
to have a slight edge in the early stages 
but Vermilio, not to say everyone else, 
too, had other ideas and the red Van Diemen 
took over first place on the third lap. South 
was able to take it back on alternate laps 
for a time but, right at the end, he seemed 
to be elbowed out of the way and it was 
Vermilio who crossed the line first after a 
typically tactical drive, from Young, while 
Neve just forced the nose of his Lola ahead of 
the Ray right on the line. Moral victor of 
Silverstone John Murphy caught them all 
up with his Tricentrol Hawke on the last 
couple of laps, but there just no way 
through and he had to settle for fifth. Hawkins 
retired after understeering off at Old Hall 
fon the sixth lap. 

‘The FFs who failed to make it into the 
BOC earned themselves a place in the 
Lombard North Central F3 event which gave 
them a possible 15 laps instead of 10. Only 
eight F3s started including the new Ippokam- 
pos March 743 of Buzz Buzaglo which missed 
Practice and started from the 10 s mark. 
‘Tony Rouff had to withdraw at the last 
minute when third gear failed on his GRD, 
‘as it had in practice, so Brian Henton was 


30 


GROUP 1 


Fourth victory for Graham 


On home territory, Cheshire garage owner 
Stuart Graham scored his most decisive, 
fourth-in-suceession Castro) Group 1 victory 
with the immaculate and very stable Team 
Castrol Chevrolet Camaro prepared by his 
team, after making a good start and keeping 
far enough ahead of Richard Lloyd's Rivers’ 
Simoniz Camaro for the whole 20 laps (55 
miles) with Vince Woodman’s Camaro 
finishing some way behind in 

lace. However, 


Dolomite Sprint wiped up the 2i-litre class 
as usual despite the close presence of Barrie 
Williams’ Mathwall Mazda which this time 
suffered fuel starvation. Peter Hanson finished 
fourth overall in dominating the 2501 to 
4000 ce class with the Opel Commodore GS/E 
while the up to 1600 ce category was clearly 
the property of Bernard Unett's Avenger from 
the outset, Two excellent performances came 
from Les Nash and Rob Mason—the former's 
‘Camaro shot up to fourth place from the sixth 
row before retiring out of brakes and Rob 
Mason worked his Dolomite Sprint up to 
ith overall on the 30 car fleld after a 

had dropped him to a very definite last. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Of the two 25 min practice sessions, the 
afternoon one produced the better times since 
the cireuit_was damp compared with the 
soaking wet morning session, and what & 
Surprise the afternoon session had in store— 
on Firestone intermediates well-suited to the 
conditions, Vince Woodman was clearly faster 
than anybody else on the track, his VMW 
Motors Camaro easily pulling ‘away from 
Camaro Dunlop runners Stuart Graham and 
Richard Lloyd through the comers. Woodman 
ended up 28 s faster than the other pair, 
his Camaro now being prepared by Broad: 
speed, the full results of which should be- 
come apparent after the two Easter rounds 
although the versatile Andy Rouse 

established som 


using the ex-Tour car which looked consider 

Graham's although 
both Lioyd and Graham used the newly 
homologated 8 in rim rear wheels for the 
race unlike Woodman. John Fletcher's Glaz- 
epta products Camaro only managed the first 
wet session before a head gasket blew while 
Les Nash's purple version "was in problems 


Henton had little opposition to win the F3 race. 
left with no possible opposition for his works 
larch. Portugues 

disputed second with Alex Di 

GRD 374 for a few laps before falling away, 
while Derek Lawrence was a commendable 
fourth in the 1600 ce, overheating Ehrlich. 
Nicholas von Preussen retired his March 733 
fon the first lap with a flat rear tyre and 
@ blown head gasket, while the Modus for 
Bob Arnott failed to appear at all due to 
a lack of suitable engines. 

Of the FFs, Barry Warburton spun his 
Merlyn slightly less often than he had in 
the wet heat and his superior speed enabled 
him to win the class from Ken Silverstone's 
Hawke DLI1, which slightly shredded its 
bodywork, and Danny Burritt’s Titan which 
had led the section before spinning at 
Cascades. 

The opening special saloon race was 
sponsored by Gandy Brakes but was not 
particularly well supported. Dave Milling- 


ton’s Marshall-replica Firenza took over the 


lead halfway round the first lap from John 
Myerscough’s Escort TC and never looked 
back despite shedding a section of wing 
near the end. Myerscough retired with over- 
heating and it was left to the ex-G2 Broad- 
speed Escort RS of Rhoddy Harvey-Bailey 
to take second, unable to apply much 
Pressure on the leader. Robin Farquhar's 
Cooper S$ was third and best 1300, after a 
tussle with Myerscough before the Escort 
retired, while George Hard won the L-litre 
class in his Cooper S, taking fifth overall 
behind Nigel Clarke's Cooper S. Derek 
Walker's Merlyn-Chassised, Holbay-powered 
Fiat 850 Coupé. was second in the I-litre 
class with a waterless engine after Peter 
Cartlidge’s Austin A40-Ford had broken a 
hhalfshaft, just after passing Hard, and Nick 
Birch’s Imp had given up with no oil pressure 
or water. 


round & 


a Pins Shevreten’ “t353) a 


‘Lemberdi (Lelasmish/Chevraiet 7390), 44 m 


rans, (Lola Smith/Cheersih 7332), 
‘ran! Pehscron-Miotane enerate faa ES 
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IMP "74. 


Smartest little bargain you can drive. 


Imp may be a small car, but it's all car 


Every inch delivering big value. Value in 
terms of roominess and comfort, economy, 
performance —and, of course, price. But look 
at the outside first. Imp’s a very smart little 
number. 

A functional shape certainly, but with a 
lot of class. And a high-rise opening rear 
window that works in conjunction with a 
fold-down seat to give you practically estate. 
car loading and carrying capacities. 


And there's more room still under the 
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bonnet. Talking about roominess, the com- 
pact Imp has plenty of space to carry four 
adults in comfort. 


Economy? How does up to 45 miles a 
gallon sound to you? Imp has an aversion to 
petrol pumps that's well worth indulging. 


Performance: Imp, in its class, is a world: 
beater. The outright winner of the British 


Go Chrysler’74. 


mery charge and mur 


Price nciuces 


Saloon Car Championship in '70,"71 and "72. 

A consistent rally winner across the 
country, as well as a formidable opponent at 
circuit racing meets. 

It's a winner on price, too-starting at 
£736.66* 4 

Take out a '74 Imp at your Chrysler 
Dealer. 


reryone should drive a bargain at least 
once in their life 

Chrysler’s Certified Car Care, pro- 
tects you, and your investment. 


Road test 


The Imp has been around for so long that it seems to blend with the British background, 


Thrifty Imp wins through 


At last, after over a decade of production, 
it looks as though the Hillman Imp is coming 
into its own. It had an appalling start in life, 

ing introduced for political reasons before 
the engineers had got the bugs out of It 
Then, the public became prejudiced against 
rear-engined cars, but now all that is for 
gotten and. forgiven, 


‘The no-longer-affluent society has suddenly 
noticed that the Imp is cheaper, more 
economical on fuel, and faster than the basic 
Mini, It’s less tiring on a long run, too, 
and though it Is rather more affected by side 
winds than Sir Alec's masterpiece, It does 
not have the vices that rear-engined cars 
were once accused of possessing. Best of all, 
it has finally won a reputation for reliability 
and the dealers can sell all they can get. 

It’s well known that the Imp has formed 
the basis of several sports cars; it has also 
@ tremendous success story in saloon car 

ing. This is not surprising, for the over: 
head-camshaft light-alloy engine was inspired 
by the Coventry Climax, a make renowned in 
the competition world. Nevertheless, this 
article concerns a bog-standard example of 
the cheapest model. I test lots of exotic 
speed models but when, from time to time, 
[put economy cars through their paces, my 
object is to help those people who are either 
having to cut expenses or who are starting 
thelr motoring careers. 


The design of the Imp is very well known. 
‘The steel body shell is suspended, rather sur- 
prisingly, on swing-axles in front and trailing 
arms behind. Because the engine is inclined 
to reduce height, it is possible to have a 
useful rear door’ for luggage and the seat 
folds forward to make this almost a minia- 
ture estate. The rear seating is quite easy 
to enter and leave, if a bit cramped for two 
‘on long trips, while there is some luggage 
space behind ‘the seat back and a bit more 
in the front boot, though that is largely 
‘occupied by the spare wheel and fuel tank. 

My” car had the single-carburetter engine, 
which now has the head, camshaft, and valve 
springs of the twin-carburetter Sunbeam 
Sport. This 875cc unit is not particularly 
powerful for its size but its maximum torque 


34 


is delivered at the remarkably low speed of 
2600 rpm. This makes the little car feel 
most like a big car to drive and ft holds its 
speed very well up main road hills in top 
gear. Advanced combustion chamber design 
and low frictional losses are probably two 
Of the reasons why the Imp is 80 economical 

The Hillman Imp really is an economy car, 
unlike some others which are only small in 
size and have the thirst of bigger cars when 
pressed. On a journey of over 600 miles, in 
Which the car was driven really hard, mostly 
over winding and hilly roads, 1 averaged over 
40 mpg. Most owners ought to get 45 mpg 
regularly and 50 mpg is possible with gentle 
driving. These Sgures are usually regarded as 


by John Bolster 


being in the domain of two-cylinder cars and 
are most creditable for a four-cylinder saloon, 

The engine earns full marks. its only foible 
being tendency to stall while warming up 
unless the choke is handled with some 
finesse. The all-indirect gearbox is fully 
synchronised and has a pleasant change. 
Although the engine and gearbox are by no 
means noisy, the sound level is raised by 
some booming of the body panels, though 
this Is leas than on earlier Imps, Unfortun- 
ately, there is a boom period at 55 mph, 
though its amplitude is moderate, Even at 
‘over 80 mph on downgrades, the good little 
engine runs like a dynamo. Wind nolse is 
almost non-existent and though there is some 
bump-thump, road noise is not generally 
obtrusive 

That there is nothing wrong with the 
handling of the Imp is proved by its racing, 


Advanced combustion chamber design and low frictional losses help economy. 
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Road test 


successes. It does not give quite that feeling 
of the Mini, which will get you out of 
trouble when you have really overdone 
but it, goes through corners very effectively 
One does not notice any gyroscopic effects 
from the front swing-axies and though the 
understeer is moderate, it is quite hard to 
hang the tail out. There is little roll and 
though the ride is fairly firm, bad bumps are 
absorbed quite well, There is just a sus- 
picion of “pitching on occasion and while 
Side winds are felt, the car does not dart 
Off at @ tangent but tends to move over quite 
Slowly. The brakes stand up well to fast 
Griving in hilly country but the pedal has a 
very long travel 

The seats are not luxurious but were more 
comfortable than 1 expected for a long 
Journey. The heating is effective and easy tc 
control, assisted by air extractor vents at 
the rear. Unfortunately, there are no. fresh 
air inlets for breathing, so one has to use 
the ‘windows, and 1 occasionally smelt 
exhaust fumes when the driver's window 
was open. ‘The absence of fresh air ventila 
Hon and of @ sun visor on’ the passenger's 


Side are really the only signs that the car Is 
built ‘down to a price. Quite how It can be 
sold for such a low figure is difficult to see. 
It is worth washing the car for it is well 
finished, with ‘an excellent paint job, You 
sit well up in. it and there is @ large window 
fea, so the little machine is easy to park. 
The Imp has been around for so long that gut Below : Well known 
it seems to. blend with the British back 
ground, which may be an advantage for those 


Who bend the law a little on occasion. The 
engine bonnet looks a bit of a letter box 
but most of the components that will need 


attention are accessibly placed. 
The Hillman Imp is @ small economy car 
which many of us had almost forgotten. It 
has suddenly become very relevant indeed to 
new way of life, which may at last 

its manufacturers for the losses they 
Sustained in its early Having driven it 
hard. on long journeys, I can state that it is 
just as suitable for this work as for the less 
Gemanding dally chores of its many lady 
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THE CHRYSLER DEALERS ON THIS PAGE ARE MEMBERS 
OF THE CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 


NORTH LONDON’S LEADING CHRYSLER DEALER 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. HERBERT 
279-289 Seer R aR yet N7 ROBINSON 
TEL: 01-607 5851/4 
Chrysler main dealers 
CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM = [xq 
ey for Cambridgeshire 
Newmarket Road 
HENRY STREETER LTD. Cambridge 
“™ ECKENAM KENT. Tel: Cambridge 59151 
Demonstration Models available 
CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS Sales * Service * Spares 
Chrysler Dealer Team 


CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 
LINDSAY BROTHERS LTD. 
905-925 HIGH ROAD, 
NORTH FINCHLEY, LONDON N12 


TEL: 01-445 1022 


CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 
CANTERBURY MOTOR CoO. LTD. pw 
THE PAVILION, CANTERBURY, KENT Vad 
Tel: 0227 51791 

Your Chrysler main dealer. Immediate delivery of all Hillman Imps. Distributor for Australian Valiants 

JAMES ROSS & SONS 
LOCHRIN, EDINBURGH 3. Tel: 031-229 1555 é 
CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM ZI 

We sell them, tune them and race them! 
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e AUTOSPORT’S GUIDE TO CHRYSLER e 
SALES AND SERVICE DEALERS 


BARNARD & BROUGH LTD. 


STONE POND GARAGE 
LONDON ROAD 
HASSOCKS, SUSSEX 


CASTLE AUTOS 


(REB RUFFELL LTD.) 


DAWSONS MOTORS 
H. FINNIKIN 


KENNEDY of HADDINGTON LTD. 


OAKLEIGH GARAGE and 


SERVICE STATION 


PUTTERILL of HARPENDEN 
(J. & A. WRIGHT) 


ROWECARS LTD. 


124 HIGH STREET 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
ESSEX 


132_HIGH STREET 
HADLEIGH 
SUFFOLK 


ASHBOURNE ROAD 


KNOX PLACE 
HADDINGTON 
E. LOTHIAN 


HALLOW, 
WORCESTERSHIRE 


86-90 HIGH STREET 
HARPENDEN 
HERTS 


Tel: Hassocks 3436 


Tol : 0702 557372 
(Southend-on-Sea) 


Tel: 2395 
All models for early 
Gelivery 


Tel : 062-082 3277 


Tel: Hallow 294 


Tel : Harpenden 60141 


279-289 BRIGHTON ROAD 
SOUTH CROYDON 


Tel : 01-688 4656 or 4694 
Immediate or early delivery 
on all models 


SCOTT BROTHERS 
(HAMILTONS BAWN) 


SKIPPER of HALESOWEN 


TRINITY GARAGE CO. LTD. 


HAMILTONS BAWN 
CO ARMAGH 
NORTH IRELAND 


PO BOX 16 
WHITEHALL ROAD 
HALESOWEN 
‘WORCESTERSHIRE 


SKIRCOAT ROAD 
HALIF, 
YORKSHIRE 


Tel: Hamiltons Bawn 
213 and 634 


Tel: Halesowen 
(021-550) 3141 


Tel : Halifax 
53701 and 52077 


TRUSCOTT BROTHERS 
(Launceston) LTD. 
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WESTERN ROAD GARAGE 
LAUNCESTON 
CORNWALL 


Tel: Launceston 2277 


CHIEFTAIN RALLY 


Drummond succeeds on 
Chieftain rally starter 


i 
fit 
pits 
sit 
' tr 
i 
BeEe 
ue 


brought 
roughest mud-bath of the season last year, 


Odd result, and that was at the secret private 
‘stage mear Andover where the early runners 
faced slimy grass on the concrete tracks and 
Inter runners had a clearer track. Drummond's 
car sports a Jaguar gearbox and an axle 
casing of his own manufacture, designed to 
meet even his demanding driving style! If 
Drummond was to be in great form then 


Gould and Whitock get their 1600 Escort more 


the opposite must be said for the iff 
brothers. who still had their 1973 Escort, 
with 1800 Les Ryder engine and ZF gearbox, 
and who wondered wherever some stories of 
an RS2000 had sprung from. Not from them, 
any rate! It was a miserable day for the Epic 
‘Accessories team, who last year had such 
consistency that they were Gold Star cham- 
pions without even winning a single round. 

Another disappointment was the Derby 
Road Garage team of Graham Lepley and 
Dick Beeby, Lepley with last year's car 
and Beeby with one of the Harper's Hong 
Kong Escorts ("a fabulous car, just like new. 
I's hardly been used at all,” Graham ex: 
plained). The team had no trouble with the 
cars, but in view of Lepley’s grunting about 
the ‘roughness maybe we can expect better 
at other venues. More bad trouble hit the 
three Farnborough whiz-kids, the Bartlett 
brothers and Ricky Wall. This sort of terrain 
is normally just what this trio enjoys the 
‘most. But not last Sunday! Terry Bartlett 
(LVX 9433) spun crazily at the first corner 
of the rally, and after the third corner the 
engine just stopped. An hour later the crew 
could still not work out if the trouble was 
lectrical or mechanical. Then we had Pat 
Bartlett come to a halt on stage three with 
transmission failure, four hours later he 
could not say if the trouble was the gearbax 
or clutch, whilst Ricky Wall, AHK 935K, 
using Terry's old 1800 TC engine had the 
‘engine fail at stage three as well. With all 
this trouble it was a pleasure to see Bob 


than @ little out of shape . 


FUSS 


Chapman once again going like a train, his 
Escort TC being the world's fast invalid 
carriage. 

terest dn the Chieftain was very high. 
‘The nature of the Army land which was ex- 
tensively used means that this interest can- 
not be fully accommodated, except at the first 
stage which was at the iarge open ground 
near Tilshead, just the other side of the road 
from the open-air start. Although Barry Water- 
house was sent off in his Fulvia to open 
the course, the nervous rallymen seeded at 
the top of the list would not follow sult. 
Eventually Chris Beynon’s nerve broke and 
he set off to do his bit in front of the 
crowds, Drummond's engine misfired off the 
Vine but at least his run was clean, unlike 
‘Chapman who demolished an arrow and went 
the wrong way round a chicane as a result, 
land then did a wall-of-death act when his 
hand controls went out of phase with the 
driver! David Oliver retired his smart King 
Klik Mini after the third corner when both 
driveshaft couplings snapped and John 
Rhodes’ Mexico caught a bump and this 
threw the car into a tree. Douglas’ Triumph 
stopped with @ clanging noise beneath, Rally- 
ing was back dn Britain indeed! 

‘The second stage was like last year, start- 
ing on tarmac and ending on the loose, whilst 
the third was nearly all tarmac, a super 
ttle stage, There was a small chicane very 
‘near the end to stop people cleaning it and 
this caused a lot of problems. It was possibl 
to change tyres for this stage, although the 
number of service points was limited. Raw- 
son was having his troubles, having met a 
motorcycle on the second stage and then 
coasting over the finishing line with a broken 
Fotor arm, all this following a puncture on 
the first test. 

Near the halfway halt (in the country) north 
‘of Tidworth there were two stages, the first 
known as Windmill Hill which was part loose, 
part tarmac. There was a vicious left-hand 
hairpin just over a brow, on tarmac, where 
Davidson spun. Then came Sidbury, a rough 
stage with plenty of bumps for the blood- 
thirsty spectators who had found the location. 
Viffe had a broken exhaust and burned out a 
wiring loom, Malcolm Wise holed his sump 
though he continued for another thr 
before retiring, and Ranger bent his rear s 


parts. 

After lunch there was the long drive out 
to the secret stage called Oakwoods, a leafy 
tele test that dried out during the afternoon, 
The enterprising Toyota Corolla of Winter- 
hhalder met a tree and nearly blocked the stage 
fand Scoble retired when the water pump 
packed up. After a return to Devils Dyke 
which had been tackled previously that morn- 
ing, crews went to another new stage called 
Lamb Down. Last year this was a traditionally 
rural stage, this time it used narrow, clean 
tarmac, On the return to Sidbury, Riddle had 
his radiator come loose, Iliffe had a rear shock 
absorber break and Waterhouse broke his 
battery—all on the bad bumps near the end. 
Ranger survived, although his gearbox had 
been holed on the stage before. 

‘The final stage was some way north, at Park 
Farm, a venue used last year by the Chelten- 
ham Festival Rally. The iliffes ended their off 
day by scraping the side of their Escort, and 
several crews ended the rally. there as 
was no need ¢o return to the gathering point 
back at Amesbury afterwards. The afternoon 
had become rather long and drawn out ; thi 
in turn meaning that the results came our fa 
than intended. Be that as st may, the weather 
and the long break from the sport made the 
Chieftain a memorable occasion. 


MARTIN HOLMES 


Orummond/s. Swinslehumt (Ford extort RSI600) 
‘Chapman lA encore, TC), 2279, 


FarrngoniAn‘teoraiia “thors” Eatort  Ws1600), 
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Shock absorbing Safety 


Braker means safer stops 


Every now and then, certain bolt on goodies 
appear on the market which seem to promise 
much, but in practice deliver little of benefit 
to the car owner. To have any sort of confi- 
dence in one’s journalistic enterprises when 
describing such items, one must have tested 
such equipment fairly fully, and then one 
can either give it a clean bill of health or 
condemn it'as a waste of everybody's time 
fand money. It’s always embarrassing to be 
rung up by countless people who have 
followed your column who feel they have 
been misled, and so it was with interest 
that I tested recently a device aimed at 
making braking safer and reducing braking 
distances in emergency stops. This is 
currently being marketed by a former 
SuperVee racer from the States, and while 
the man concerned is particularly interested 
in racing, the device will be just as at home 
onan ordinary family car. And talking of 
ordinary Family cars, the vehicle concerned 
for the test was my very ordinary Ford 
Cortina Estate with a fairly new 1500 ce 
engine but of the 1967 vintage otherwi 

Jerry Gress, a former Formula SuperVee 
racer from California is the man behind Safety 
Braker {n this country. It is a 


ith 1,000 in the past month, 
Now Jerry has brought this system 


Northampton, and has already 
tied up with Walthamstow’ car specialists 
Opposite Lock. 

‘So what is this system? It 


neo-prime 
material) which has a dampening fluid meas- 


ured to half a drop which helps lubricate and 
seal the plug. This is fitted into the braking 
system, with two required for a dual braking 
system, just beside the braking cylinder. Fit 
ting takes a very short time, and full fitting 
instructions are provided with each Safety 
Braker. Actual fitting: time takes about 15m 
requires very few tools, apart from 

ng to remove about 1 in of brake pipe, 
couple of spanners to tighten up. thi 
Safety Braker when installed. Once fitted, 
there are instructions to make sure there Is 
no air lock in the braking system, and to 
bleed the system, a small piece of hose 
provided with the basic Safety Braker. 
‘Once this has been achieved, the system is all 
fet to go. n 

‘The first thing that any driver may notice 
is that there appears to be more travel in 
the brake pedal. This worries a lot of drivers 
and sends them scurrying for their nearest 
jervicing agents to have the whole system 
tightened up. However, this is just a trait of 
Safety Braker and, in fact, one of its virtu 
‘Take a brand new car with tight brakes: when 
one brakes for the traffic 
fraction one needs a fairly minimal amount of 
Pressure on the brakes. When one locks up 
the brakes, It needs a bit more, but the travel 
is probably go more than a couple of inches, 
if that. Safety Braker actually increases this 
travel but, at the same time, it means that 
you, the ‘driver, has more feel with the 
brakes. You have more control, and are more 
Sensitive to the amount of pressure required, 
‘as opposed to the brakes being more sensitive 
to the amount of pressure (and can you mea- 
sure pressure ?) that you are bringing to bear 
‘on them. This attitude is something that one 
has to get used to. 

I did'a number of tests with Safety Braker 
at a number of speeds first of all at Little 
‘Staughton airfield, until we were told we were 
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trespassing, and then with the kind permission 
of Santa Pod. The surface at the Pod was 
excellent, as one can imagine, and all the 
tests at certain speeds were done in the same 
direction, so the medium east ‘wind had no 
extra bearing on any braking test. My car is 
currently running on an extraordinary mixture 
of two tyres called Mohawks on the front, and 
‘one Dunlop and one Firestone on the back 
I'm not particularly pleased with this combi 
tion, but that’s how the car was sold to m 
and’ all of them have reasonable tread, 
although now the 50 mph limit has been pai 
tially lifted, I might go and see Mr Avon 
for a new Set of boots. Meanwhile, back at 
the Pod, we did three tests 

30 mph, 50 mph, 

which I did four, averaged out at 41 ft 10 in 
before I used Safety Braker, and despite these 
being the first runs that I did with Safety 
Braker, and therefore more difficult to do 
with the new longer travel, I averaged 
34 ft 5 in with the gadget attached. This is a 
genuine increase of 7 {tS in on average and I 
found this particularly impressive, especially 
when Jerry had worked It out on’ his pocket 
computer as being a 17 per cent improvement. 
When I started my “without” tests, T found 
the rear wheels occasionally locking up, which 
is a very bad but by the time I had 
finished my “with it was only the 
fronts locking, which was a real credit to 
Safety Braker. 


The Safety Braker cylinder (right) is installed 
in the brake piping just beside the brake 
cylinder. 


However, to continue. The 50s came next, 
with a three-run average of 93 ft 2 in without 
Safety Braker, but at this stage in the game 
we thought that brake fade had struck us, 
for my first four runs produced an average of 
only 7 in less. A pep talk from Jerry that I 
would naturally have to use more pressure be. 
cause of the increased travel, produced two 
runs averaging S4ft Qin ‘which is an 
8ft Sin improvement, 9 per cent on the 
computer. 

‘At 70mph, rather slow for Santa Pod I'm 
afraid, the “without” average was 210 ft § 
over three runs, and with the Safety Braker it 
worked out at 193 ft 1 in over a similar num- 
ber of runs, which was an improvement of 
17 ft 7 in, & per cent on the computer. I feel 
all these figures really justify themselves, be- 
cause I was in the driver's seat pushing the 
pedal. However, Jerry has done a number of 
fests in the States, particularly with what is 
known as America's best braking car, the 
Alfa Romeo GTV. At 20 mph, they found an 
increase in braking efficiency of 20 per cent, 
16 per cent at 40 mph, 5 per cent at 
60 mph and 9 per cent (nearly 20 ft) at 80 mph. 
Jerry Gress has also been doing testing with 
Tony Rouf's Formula 3.GRD which has two 
fitted, and this system was in operation on 
the car when Rouff had his excellent battle 


with Brian Henton at Thruxton last month. 
Perhaps equally as important as the im- 
proved braking distances is the fact that 
Safety Braker takes up inadequacies ina car's 
braking system itself, It’s not necessarily the 
braking system that is at fault, but the 
tions of surface, servicing, etc, on any 
This can cause weaving under severe 
braking, single wheel lock up, etc, any of 
which can cause considerable difficuities, 
many a car tester has seen a car finish uw 
broadside on to its travel line after an eme 
gency stop. The shocks that single wheel lock 
up and bumps transmit to the brake cylinder 
are all absorbed by Safety Braker, and cons 
quently, in this case, Safety Braker makes the 
general’ braking more safe than the normal 
system. Safety Braker costs just under £20, 
and would seem to be a genuine aid to brak- 
ing. The components themselves appear to be 
very well made, and the savings in braking 


longer, and I hope that it bears me out in 


im. So far, I've certainly been quite 
although the increased travel distance 
can be a worry to some drivers 


Contact lenses for 
racing drivers 


Contact lenses may seem an odd subject for 
Tune-in, but there are a lot of spectacl 
wearing race and rally drivers, including a 
Tair number who pedal single-seaters, who 
may be interested in the experiences of 
short-sighted friend of mine, He'd struggled 
for years with spectac r goggles, under 
vizors and even under a Bell Star (he had to 
take his glasses off, put on the helmet, and 
then slide his specs’ through the eye slot). In 
every case he had problems of discomfort and 
misting up, particularly In a wet race, and 
ses restrict the wearer's field 
you can't see sideways past 
reckons all this is why there's 


the frames. H 
never been a World Champion who's worn 


glasses! 
He tried ordinary contact lenses, and found 
them very uncomfortable. But " now he's 


hooked on some things called Hydron Lenses, 
which are tiny soft circles of squashy, water: 
absorbing, optically ground plastic which sit 
on the eye and cannot steam up or fall out. 
‘They are invisible, and also—untike normal 
contact . lenses—totally painless. However 
short-sighted you are you can use these len- 

14 of glasses (as long as you dont 
‘suffer {com astigmatism—having pupils which 
aren't perfectly spherical—because the soft 
Tens will simply mould itsalf to the eye and 
won't correct the problem) 

Snags? Only the business of cleaning them 
every night: they come with a neat little 
electric kettle device, and you pop the lenses 
in and they boil automatically for a few 
minutes. But, according to our man, this be- 
comes a simple routine, as automatic as 
Cleaning your teeth. 

‘And at around €75 they're not cheap, not 
0 much because the lenses are expensive to 
‘make—although the process that produces 
them is very clever—but because a lot of 
expert examination and measurement from a 
top-line opt 
that your lenses are made absolutely correctly 
for your eye 

‘The advantages? Some- people think they 
look better without glasses, but few will want 
to spend €75 for that, unless they're very 
vain. But our man says that, having worn 
glasses for 20 years, he'd forgotten what it 
Was like to see clearly and properly, with a 
wide field of vision, and without the slight 
distortion that all glasses give. In fact, to 
hear him talk, you'd expect him to be at least 
a second and’a half quicker round Brands. If 
you're a struggler with specs, Hydron Lens 
are at Faringdon Avenue, Harold Hill, Rom- 
ford, Essex. 


THIS IS THE 


The SAFETY BRAKER is best thought of as a “ shock 
absorber.” When installed in an automotive hydraulic 
brake system, the SAFETY BRAKER helps to prevent 
premature single wheel lock-up by relieving hydraulic 
pulsations generated by variable and uneven reactions 
between the frictional surfaces involved. 


Stepping on the brake pedal creates hydraulic pressure 
which forces the lining against the drum or rotor and 
sets up a reaction that will sporadically try to push 
the lining away from the drum or rotor. Variations in 
how round the drum is, how thick the lining and rotor 
is, whether the contact surfaces match up smoothly, 
and a host of other internal and external conditions 
may create an uneven reaction causing pressure 
variations in the system. 


The SAFETY BRAKER attenuates or absorbs these 
pressure pulsations, reducing wheel-to-wheel braking 
Variations and the tendency to pull to one side or lock 
a wheel. It can do this because of the resiliency of a 
very: small chamber in the SAFETY BRAKER which 
momentarily expands to absorb this unequal pressure 
wave without reducing the pressure you want the 
system to have. 


On the road or off the road, race car, road car, family 
saloon, 4-wheel drive, 2-wheel drive, lorry or truck, 
any vehicle that must stop will find the SAFETY 
BRAKER invaluable. 


For all enquiries contact 
OPPOSITE LOCK, 
310 Grove Green Road, 
Leytonstone, London, E11. 
Tel : 01-556 7700. 


Distributed by 
G&D International Racing Services, 
31 Grove Street, 
Higham Ferrers, 
Northants NNG 8HX. 


You have read about 


S% 
so8 braker 


in this week's Tune In 


You can get SAFETY BRAKER from : 


OPPOSITE LOCK 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD, 
LONDON, E11. 


If you telephone George Gurr on 01-556 7700 
he will be pleased to deal with your enquiry 
personally. 

Also stockists for: CIBIE, SAFETY DEVICES, 
BRITAX, AIRMED INTERCOM SYSTEMS, ARM- 
STRONG COMPETITION SHOCK ABSORBERS and 
STRUTS, BORG and BECK COMPETITION 
CLUTCHES, etc. 


OPPOSITE LOCK 
LONDON, E11. 


= much 
‘or sO little 


THE ILITRE HARTWELL IMP 
jartwoll pack a lot of performance into the Hillman 
just over 13 seconds, top. speed of over 
nomy too ~ over 30m... 
wi 
Lowered suspension for Iding plus 9 YB ce engine 
wath specially modified cylinder head, new induction system 
and high efficiency exhaust are just a part of what makes this 
ttle car @ roaring success. It figures! 
Send 15p for road test and comprehensive brochure 
Export enquiries welcome 
Team Hartwell 
J MBLT A division of George Hartwell Ltd., 
Chrysier U.K. Main Deal 
43 Holdenhurst load, 
Bournemouth, 
Tel: 26586 
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‘The annual Easter Monday race meeting at 
Croft organised by the BRSCC was certainly 
blessed with good weather and a large crowd 
It only by small grids. However, what was 
missing in quantity was certainly made up for 
by the quality of racing. 

Pole man for the first race was José 
Ferreira Da Silva in his Mk 8 Elden Scholar 
with John Simpson's AVJ Mk 6 alongside. 
Simpson powered away from the flagfall first, 
but by the exit of Tower Da Silva had the 
lead and opened up a healthy gap ahead of 
Nigel Haywood's Merlyn and Graham Hamil- 
ton’s immaculate McDonald Shand Van Diemen. 
Hamilton did Haywood on the next lap and 

‘off after Da Silva in a determined manner. 
He was reeling him in well by lap four when 
Simpson pitted and walked away dejectedly 
while on lap eight Da Silva was held up in 
traffic on the pit straight which let Hamilton 
latch on to his exhaust pipe. That's the way 
{( ended with Hamilton being unable to get 
past however hard he tried. Kelvin Hesketh 
held a steady third after displacing Nigel 

\ywood on lap five and Mick Starrey held on 
to Ted Payne's ANSA March and finished only 
car's length behind, 

Roger Matthews in his Cooper ““S" had the 
drop on the rest of the front row at the com~ 
mencement of the saloon race, but the power 
from Keith Bowmaker's 4.7 Escort soon shot 
him into the lead by Tower with Alex Clacher 
sitting in his boot, By the end of the first I 
these three were nose to tail, but the nimble 
Imp squeezed past Matthews and began to 
PUL pressure on Bowmaker. Alex was trying 
fall he knew to get by the wide Escort but try 
a3 he could he was unable to get through. 
Meanwhile Matthews fell back to dice with 
Clark's similar Cooper "S” with Clark squeez- 
ing to the front on lap five, but losing to 
Matthews on the eighth joing into the 
chicane on the Inst lap-Clacher’s Imp squeezed 
past Bowmaker under braking and took the 
flag by a hair's breadth from the raucous 
Escort. Event three for the Libre cars was an 
‘Andy Barton benefit on paper and he was 
first into Tower from his other front row 
compatriots Gordon Dalzell (Van Diemen) and 


‘on pulling out an enormous i 
he was entire 
from the end Hed Into the pits. 
started just ahead of the leaders of the 
Formula Ford dice, but pulled off into the 
paddock almost" immediately. Wickiser 
‘Squeezed past the Van Diemen on lap five, but 


CROFT 


McGrath’s 


lost his place on the sixth. These two were 
by now splitting away from the dicing pair of 
David Morgan and Emmett. After the demise 
of Barton, Dalzell took over the lead which he 
hheld to the flag from Wickiser. Morgan, Lam- 
bert and Emmett took the next three places. 

Barry Joell occupied the pole position for 
the Northern Mod Sports and Northern Club- 
men’s race merged with the T Series MGs. 
Alongside him sat John Holroyd’s similar U2 
Mk I and Richard Simms’ B19/21 Chevron 
Cosworth FVC. Joell made an excellent start 
and was first-into Tower ahead of Richard 
Simms and Holroyd. Simms’ race only lasted 
two laps when the head gasket blew and he 
pulled into the pits leaving second to John 
Absalom's rapid Ginetta G4 Ford. On his 
tail were Ian James’ U2 Mk 12 and Holroyd. 
Absalom kept his second place until lap five 
when first James slipped by and then Holroyd. 
These two steadily pulled away with Holroyd 
taking his U2 in front of James on lap seven. 
He closed to within a length of Joell at the 
finish. Absalom came in a lonely fourth well 
ahead of John Waterman's E-type and John 
Muirhead’s U2. 

A very full grid came out for the Motor- 
craft Mexico Challenge event and what a 
crowd-pleaser it was. On pole and leading 
into Tower was Neil McGrath, in the Thomas 
Motors example from David Da Costa's Reeds 
of Torquay car and Peter Ripley in the Zoflora 
entry. As they completed the first lap Mc- 
Grath had a small lead ahead of Waterm: 
Ripley, Freeman, Evans, Rigby and Weir ali 
in a crocodile. Ripley took Waterman up the 
pit straight and into Tower at the end of the 
second lap ahead of the pack which were 
having a real panel-beating session. Water- 
‘man took Ripley into Oxo on the next lap, but 

st on the pit straight, and 
for fourth. Ripley's good 
run came to an with, 
iston ring trouble, while some wild and 
Spectacular autocrossing at the chicane put 
Waterman down to sixth. Rigby was then 
elevated to second from Da Costa and Water- 
man who pressed on in fine style, but eventu- 
ally Rigby and Da Costa broke away slightly, 


Mexico Monday 


but_were never in a position to challenge 
McGrath who kept well out in front and away 
from the jostling behind. Nick Weir finished 
a comfortable fifth just ahead of Mike Free- 
‘man to complete the first six. 

Possibly the least said about the handicap 
race the better. The very varied field ranged 
from the slow MG TCs to Keith Bowmaker's 

7 Escort. All the drivers appeared to be 
enjoying themselves and the crowd must cer- 
tainly have liked the spectacle The time 
keepers appeared to have done their work 
well as at the start of the last lap all the 
cars were covered by a mere threequarters of 
a lap, with Alan Wood, the limit man, just 

jetting to the line for a well deserved win 
head of Richard Green's similar car and 
Kelvin Hesketh's Merlyn, 


HADYN SPEDDING 


ay Sart, ee ae 


Tuna esis UF 


LLANDOW 
Richards’ hat-trick 


them the task of promoting 
the first meeting of 1974. For their tradi- 
tonal Easter date the club had laid on a 
seven race programme which, if it lacked 
somewhat in entries, it made up for in spec- 
tator appeal. A popular hat-trick of wins went 
to. Swansea insurance inspector Bernard 
Richards (1.3 Cooper S) who has at last got 
this car to his liking. Two races for rally 
cars had the crowd on their toes for the first 
race was won by Jeff Churchill and the 
second by Tony Drummond, the latter driver 
appearing in four out of the seven races. 
The programme started off on a dry track 
under sunny skies with a flag ¢o flag win by 
Bernard Richards. The crowd's interest centred 
fon the second place battle between the 3.8 
Jaguar Mk 1 of John Morgan and the 2.0 
Escort of Jo Gregory, the former combination 
enjoying their fifteenth season of racing to- 
gether. Despite some lurid passing attempts 
by the effervescent Gregory, there was no way 
round the big red Jaguar which held its own 
to the flag. A tidy drive into fourth place 
won the l-litre class for Georgie 
Constantine, his 1.0 Mini Cooper now spon- 
sored by Catnic ‘Lintels and Winner 
Another interesting machine having its first 
airing was Len Brammer's new mount, an 
850 Fiat powered a 1.3 short stroke BMC. 
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at “new” circuit 


Despite a poor start, the Fiat showed distinct 
promise picking up several places before 
going off song. 

‘The two rally car races were most notable 
for the opposite locking and tyre screech 
calculated ¢o please the paying public. The 
first race run on a scratch basis saw a 
devastating win for that man of many parts, 
Jeff Churchill (Escort RS1600). The positions 
were reversed in. the ten lap handicap which 
rounded off the programme when Tony Drum- 
mond (1.8 Escort RS1600) pipped him at 
the post. Both races were interesting exercises 
in that they showed the vast potential of 
exposing this style of driving and variety of 
cars to a wider paying audience. 

‘The allcomers race and the ten lap saloon 
handicap were both the property of Bernard 
Richards and in both cases John Morgan's 
Jaguar finished a strong second. Jo Gregory, 
had the misfortune to smash the gearbox of 
his 2-litre Escort in the handicap, robbing the 
crowd of a very interesting race. The Formula 
Fords was a rather tedious strung out affair 
though this should not detract from the driv- 
ing of John Skinner (Dulon-Rowland MP15) 
who atoned for a comprehensive write-off at 
this meeting last year Second place did see 
a scrap between David Granville (Titan Mk 6) 
and Ivor Griffith (Alexis-Sabre 23B), Gran- 
ville being aided by a spin on the part of 
Griffiths at the Elbow. 


ne I though Ivor Grifieh (Alexis) # 
him throughout, never quite able to get 
Only two cars tested the Armco and, as one 
of them had put most of it up, we cannot 


really grumble. 
JOHNATHAN PRICE 
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ESIALL 
WRAP A RESTALL AROUND YOU — FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 


AUTOBAHN SPORT RALLYE AUTOSTRADA 
732 738 m ™ 


COME AND SEE THE COMPLETE RANGE 
YOU'LL NEVER WANT TO SIT IN ANYTHING ELSE 
Stockists also of CONDON NW.3: RamesTaaD 
KOM, CIBIE, MOTO LITA, MITSUBA etc ima monminas 


RAC compatition licence holders welcome 


. 
The famous Everoak GRAND PRIX helmet now with even 
better protection, The first helmet in the world to pass 
the vechnicalities of the eight impact Snell test of America, 
combined with the massive 150 ft. Ib. impact of BS. 2495. 


Multi layer glass fibre shot! 


RECOMMENDED 
RETAIL PRICE 
BS. 2495, Snell Memorial 
Foundation, A-C.U, and 
CAMS approved, Police 
special model available 
complete with 


PLS var 
S. G. Brown 
transducer ear piece, A» 
BS. 2495 & Snell 
Approved 


Manufactured exclusively by 


EVERITT W, VERO & CO LTD. EAST DULWICH RD. LONDON S.€.22 
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Hillclimbs at Harewood, Tregreham, Trengwainton— 


ing his own record, 


HAREWOOD 


Mike Flather tries as hard as ever to ollmb the hill quicker than his rivals, He suceeded break- 


Flather extends Castrol lead 


Chris Cramer added his name to the list of 
Harewood BTD winners last Sunday when he 
took his Hirt BDA-powered Grunhalle Lager 
March 74B to the top \n 40.67 s despite an 
engine audibly fluffing at the top end. Pride 
of place, however, at this second round of the 
Castrol ‘Hill Climb championship was Mike 
Flather who reduced his own class I record 
to score the highest number of Castrol points 
‘and consolidate his lead in the championship. 
Third highest points man was Nicky Porter's 
old purple Cooper $ which took away 
‘2eyear-old class 2 record and kept his 
second championship pla 
This spring Harewood meeting was spon. 
sored by Andrews Bros and their Alfa Romeo 
agency and they managed to assemble a 
number of examples of the marque to com: 
pete In the respective classes, none, however, 
fully than class 3 where the 
took second, third, fourth, and. fifth 
with local man Jim Thompson in ‘a Montreal 
second, only being beaten by Allan Forrest's 
rapid RS2000. Alan Cox had class 4 sewn 
up to consolidate his third in the Castrol 
championship while in the larger unlimited 
Saloons it was nice to see a well turned out 
Anglia collecting the pot, that of Rowland 
Hand from Brian Whiting’s visibly powerful 
Escort. However, the power got away from 
him on his second run in Quarry Straight but 
luckily the car slid to a halt in the ditch. 
‘Class 6 doesn't look the same without Mr 
and Mrs Kenyon—their car Is not expected 
to be ready until the middle of the year—but 
they turned up to marshal and watch Mick 
Merrills carry away "Brians" pot at 49.17 5 
from Mike Gleaves similar car. Richard Bald 
win turned the tables on Guy Brooker after 
the second runs in their respective Elans 
while in the small modsports class there was 
@ similar happening when Russ Wood nar. 
rowly beat Chris Seaman in Sprite and Midget 
respectively, both being particularly Immacu 
lately turned out. 
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Fred Cliffe and John Walker were both 
scratching thelr heads t6 wonder why their 
class 10" Es weren't performing as well as 
they should but Phil Bennett wasn't doing 
‘any wondering at all in his similar car and 
took the class easily, ending up with second 
highest Castrol polnts score of the day and 
‘a new class record in the top 10 run off 

In the clubmans category, Mervyn Bartram 
kept out in front on both runs in his U2 
Mk II based Moss Tyres Special to beat 
George Whittingham's ‘evergreen DMW-Ford 
and class record holder Jeremy Hunt's U2- 
Holbay. 

In the large sports racing car class, Phil 
Scraga’s ex-Bancroft Chevron-BMW B19 
scored its usual win from Chippy S Moss's 
FVC-powered example while = very welcome 
addition was Joba McCartney giving the ex 
Spence 2-litre Parnell BRM an airing 

‘Over the winter John Crowson and Graham 
Ashley-Smith have further modified thelr self 
constructed Terrapins. Now even more im- 
maculately turned out in their blue and brown 
livery, these now renamed “Rawlings 
Chasers” came out on top of the small racers 
class at 45.11 s and 45.17 s respectively from 
Don Robinson's ex-Wilson Fittipaldi Lotus. 
Nova 69 at 45.22 s—you can't get a class 
much more competitive than that It 

The ex-works Tom Pryce Atlantic Royale 
RP11 of David Betts had the intermed ate 
racers all sorted out while the large class 
was noticeable with many people trying out 
new or well modified cars. Leader on both 
runs and the top 5 was Chris Cramer's 
Grunhalle Lager March, Chris sorting the 
car more readily than his last year's mount. 
Second in class came Roy Lane's McRae GMI 
as immaculately turned out as only Roy's 
cars can be. However, he lost second BTD in 
the top 5 runs to a much improved Malcolm 
Dungworth whose BT 35X  Repco-powered 
Brabham has had both engine and chassis 
rebuilds and sports a new rear wing. Tony 


Santa Pod—Autocross Series opens—Ravenscroft’s Sprint 


Bancroft was a constant fourth with 
more powerful engine this year ahe 
Alister Douglas-Osborne getting used to his 
Temple Row Special. 

The BARC Yorkshire Centre were well 
rewarded with good weather, and an excellent 
crowd at this particularly well run meeting. 
During the winter a new and well erected 
barrier has been put up Quarry St 
of three Inch square H-s 

with sleepers attached which stopped 
at least one car from an unnecessary fate, 


HADYN SPEDDING 
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HILLCLIMB 
Cooper takes BTD 


ther In the south west brought out 
‘crowd to witness 60 cars and 50 motor 
ickle the test of 400 yds of hillclimb 
at Trengwainton near Penzance on Easter 
Monday and BTD went to that regul 
limb exponent Tom Elton from We 
Wiltshire. Driving his 1098 Cooper he went 
up in 21.85 s to retain the major trophy he 
won last year, Elton was the only driver to 
break into the 21 s bracket but he was 
still half’ second outside the hill record set 
two years ago at 21.29 

‘The up to 800 ce saloon class attracted seven 
competitors of whom Paul Gilbert was the 
quickest with his Mini recording 28.06 s to 
best S.J. Wills (Mini) by exactly half a 
second. In the 901-1000 cc class only five came 
under orders and A, G. Saunders had no 
trouble in hhis Cooper in 
23.68 s. The up to 1600 clase had 10 entries 
and Frank Lawton in his 1311 Cooper took 
the class in 23.14 s from Ray Irons (Cooper) 
on 23.81 s and Tony Stiles, in a similar car 
who did 24.82 s. The over 1600 cc class was 
easily won by the BMW 2002 of John Wads- 
worth In 23.95 5. 

Following his success the previous day Gary 
Morse jnr continued to make it a happy 

ster by taking the sports car class in his 
in Crusader in 23.12 5 and he was again 
second fastest overail. In a cl he 
had a two secs lead over G. 


of 
Hammett’s 
Marcos. Most successful Indy of the day was 
Mrs Angela Chipp in the family GSM who 


took the 1301-1600 ec class in 25.55 § and was 
half @ second up on K. H, Vaughan's Morgan, 
Another Morgan, belonging to W. H. Holt, 
took the over 1600 cc class in 23.66 s and he 
was only fractionally slower than Arthur 
Curnow (Cooper FJ), who took the up to 
1100 ce single seater class in 23.63 s. 

Curnow was engaged in the closest struggle 
of the event for Charles Gwinnell brought his 
Nike very close with a fine ru in 23.68 6, In 
the last class John Bennett triumphed with 
his Kieft in 29.54 s from a class of five of 
whom Walter Pascoe was second in his 
Crossle in 24.48 s. Three Triumphs entered for 
for the Trewoofe Trophy and Andrew Berri- 
man took the trophy home after a time of 
25.67 + in his TRE. 
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Sports extra 


SANTA POD 


Priddle takes Pro Fuel 


‘The first major meeting of the drag racing 
season at Santa Pod showed that the great 
expectations of this year looked like being 
fulfilled, with the first full-sized entry turning 
in some notable times in closely fought elimt 
nations. 

‘Asis customary at two-day events, the 
Sunday was given over entirely to qualifying 
in all classes, and for perhaps the first time, 
it was not one of the Top Fuel dragsters that 
set the low e.t. of the day. This honour went 
to Allan Herridge in the “Stardust” funny 
car when he rocketed through in a mere 
TAL ® at 200 mph. Owen Haywood, after 
leaving ‘alongside Herridge, slowed with a 
damaged blower, and did not reappear that 
day. 

Herridge’s second attempt after two very 
sideways burn-outs netted a 7.7 s as he 
shut off with serious engine damage. Mark 
Stratton's funny car was found to have a 
cracked block In the week, and the team did 
not have time to build up a new motor, so 
the other car in the class was Dennis Prid- 
die's STP Avenger, which came straight out 
‘and ran an easy-looking 8.1 s, making it the 
fastest British-built car of the class in one 

‘Mike Hall's “Shutdown” altered, improved 
again to @ 9.1 8 whilst Dave Stone, after 
fitting bigger and taller slicks found that they 
were. growing into the bodywork at around 
mid-distance, so he retired to the workshop 
for suitable. modifications, Phil Elson and 
Freeman Rodgers, in their Chrysler and Ford 
altereds respectively, had troubled times, 
with neither really coming up with a full 


wecond car, the Revell-sponsored 
dragster led the Top Fuel, qualifying with a 
ua s, just outside Herridge’s funny car time, 
whilst’ neither Hutcherson in the “Houndog” 
team car with a broken axle, 

in the Raceway dragster 
usual best. Clive Skilton was not in attend- 
ance, The Top Dragster class had one more 
entrant in Peter Jones, new owner of Brian 
Ringsall's small 331in ‘Chrysler rail, and he 
‘went well to record 10.6 s on his first run 
with the car, Ray Hoare had improved since 
Blackbushe, having traced his problems to 
the injection of his 292 Chev, but was still 
way off the mark at a similar 10.6 s. Of the 
two big Chewvies, Gerry Andrews was fastest, 
running the Stones’ car through to a very 
Straight and impressive 8.19 s. Roz Prior 
replied with an 8.7 5, and later improved on 
this to 8.6 s, apparently on a lower nitro 
percentage, Gerry tried once more to improve 
©n his time, but after spending some time in 
getting the car to run, was slightly slower 
at's. 

In Senior Comp, the Pages found their 
traction again, the rather hard slicks appa- 
rently having been worn down and softened 
@ bit by Blackbushe’s abrasive surface, with 
Dave Page making two near identical runs at 
9.6 8/145 mph. Dick Sharoe and crew had 
found some studs pulled out of the heads of 
their 428 Pontiac engine, and after fitting 
new screw-in ones, arrived full of confidence. 

an 11.1 5, but the engine 


So" they ‘borrowed a. ump from. Dave Page 
in a nice example of drag racing friendship, 
and immediately went down to 10.7 5 at 136 
mph, nearly 20 mph faster than they had 
ever been before, 

Kevin Pilling at last had some opposition 
in Pro. Stock, with Gary Goggin's much- 
lowered Camaro looking very mean. The first 
run together resulted in a 10.2 s/138 mph for 
Goggin and a 10.5 s/129 mph for Pilling, 
times which they both virtually repeated later 
on. Peter Crane was the third entrant, but 
after breaking an oll-pump driveshaft, he was 


4 


sidelined for most of the day, finally coming 
‘Out for a 12.2 s on what was really a try-out 
fon the new engine. 

Fastest of the SuperStreet entries was 
Dave Rose with an 11.99 s in his Barracuda, 
still running the 440 wedge engme before 
fitting his 426 Hemi and possibly moving up 
to Pro Stock. Much of the original street 
Hemi equipment incidentally is now in Gor- 
don Spices’ "STP" Cuda, whilst some of the 
more ‘exotic parts on that now belong to 
Rose, 

‘On Monday morning the sun had gone, and 
the weather was again cold, but racing got 
under way with practice and qaulifying runs 
for one or two people who had been in 
trouble on Sunday. Pete Crane found that his 
engine had digested a screw from a butterfly 
‘on his injection, damaging a piston, so again 
the Pro Stock class was down to two. Gary 
Goggin ran @ sensational 10.02 s in practice, 
starting to move ahead of Pilling on times. 
Their first race of a three-match series saw 
Goggin pulling the front wheels well over a 
foot off the ground as he rocketed to another 
10.3 %, with Pilling just behind with another 
105 =. For the second round they both went 
through their burn-outs, with Gopgin's car 
smelling of clutch as they staged. But after 
Again leading, he slowed towards the finish 


Dave Page's Panic (foreground) and B. Det- 
chen’s Daimler-engined Majesty fight out 
Senior Comp. 


with what turned out to be @ throttle cable 
adrift, letting Pilling through to win with a 
10.7 's but as he shut off there was an 
ominous bang. and at long last his reliable 
engine had had enough as two rods came out 
the side, With one win each, they called it 
2 day and loaded up. 

‘The “Stardust” funny car proved to be 
beyond repair with the crank in three bits, 
30 all eyes were now on the match between 
Priddie and Haywood. With Priddle’s STP 
Avenger looking every bit as mean as the 
‘American car, they both lined up behind the 
start with their crews using the portable 
Starters. to fire them up together. Dennis 
went over a 100 yards up the strip on his 
first real burn-out, with Haywood doing his 
sual professional job alongside him. With 
both cars barking and shaking, they crept 
into stage. Dennis left first, but smoked the 
tyres heavily and lost ground to the extra 
100 cu in of the American car as Owen hit a 
7.7 $ at 179 mph to Dennis's 86 s at 175 
mph. The second round was just as exciting, 
the two cars changing lanes, with Dennis still 
smoking, but leaving well’ and holding his 
slender lead to an 84 s/179 mph as Hay- 
wood's clutch expired at mid distance to a 
92's at 188 mph. A terrific first outing for 
the British car, and one that still left hope 


for Shaver to beat him into the sevens. 

In Top Fuel, Dennis reigned supreme over 
the other two, with an easy bye, then a 7.2 8 
at 201 mph over Herridge in the final when 
the Raceway car shut off early, Herridge had 
beaten Hutcherson with a 7.7 s to 82s in 
his semi-final 

‘The four blown altereds put on another 
good show, with Mike Hall again defeating 
Phil Elson’ with another 92s, and Dave 
Stone winning over Freeman Rodgers in the 
blown 427 Ford. ‘This made a. surprisingly 
good start, with plenty of power boiling the 
tyres, but slowed with a misfire at the top 
end as Stone coasted through. All attention 
was now on the Chrysler v Chevrolet final 
again as the two potent and ill-handling cars 
fired up. But luck was not with Stone again 
as his clutch refused to disengage after the 
burn-out so Mike Hall took his second win 
with a bye run at 92 8/168 mph, the car 
Feally moving well at the top end, although 
still missing the elusive eights. 

In Top Dragster, Roz’ Prior ran another 
straight 8.7 s to beat Peter Jones's hemi at 
1044's, whilst poor Ray Hoare lost fire in his 
car against Gerry Andrews in the Ston« 
other entry, and sat and watched the injected 
“HemiHunter” run to an 8.55 s. So in a final 
which held as much attention as any other 
that day, the same two cars faced up yet 
again. 

Roz made a beautiful start and wa: 
away from the other car when cruel luck 
Struck as the parachute opened some 100 
yards from the finish, with the win well in 
her grasp. Snaking viciously under full power, 
the car Was at one time on one wheel at a 
frightening angle to the direction of travel, 
but somehow she kept control, but lost the 
race as Andrews powered past with an 8.64 
at 172 mph, prompting thought on what 
Prior's time would have beent 

In the lower altered divisions, Dave Pi 
hada lucky escape when his front torsion 
bar snapped on a 10.0 s run, but he managed 
to repair it with assistance from Allan Her- 
ridge before the final, where perennial rival 
Dick Sharpe waited with the Pontiac A35. 
Sharpe left first, and looked as if he might 
pull off what would have been an upset, but 
the extra power of Page's Chevrolet told, and 
he got by at the top with a 10.66 s to 10.9 
but’ Sharpe was well pleased with his in: 
creased performance. In Middle, the two 
fastest Jaguar-powered cars met in the final 
with Roger Bishop in the “'Stripteaser” Mini- 

having trouble in adapting to the new 
BAM Clutchfite transmission. Missing second 
gear, he managed a 12.1 s to Pete Skinner's 
good 11.93 s in “Midas Mist.” 

Dave Rose had a rewarding first outing 
with his SuperStreet Barracuda, coming to 
the final with a best of 11.8 s to beat Bob 
Oram’s turbo-charged E-type with an 11.9 8 
to a troubled 18.4 s, the former all-conquer- 
ing Jag being a long way off last year's 
times. 

The most amusing event of the day was 
Dave Lee Travis's challenge to motorcycle 
journalist and commentator Mike Cazelet for 
& roller-skate race, DLT was to have driven 
the Stones Escort Chev in Super Street, but 
‘a warped block prevented this. After a thrill- 
ing flame burn-out on the skates, the two 
intrepid speed freaks lined up, with DLT red 
Nighting! 

‘Cazelet got a tow from race director Sid 
MacDonald's Honda, so Travis hung on to 
the back of the breakdown truck and chased 
after him the two having already collided 
once as Cazelet crossed the centre line. 
Cazelet then lost part of his skate and 
crashed, bringing Honda and MacDonald 
down with him. With DLT nally coming 
down in the traps as well, Cazelet was 
declared the winner with a'124 s et, to 
DLT's faster, but red-light 118 5. 

‘Apart from the cold, an enjoyable and well 
organised meeting, although it would have 
been nice to have seen Skilton's two cars as 
well. 


going 
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Sports extra 


HILLCLIMB 


Honeymooner stars in Clan 


Less than 24 hours after returning from his 
honeymoon Gary Morse Junior was the star 
Of the Truro & District MC's first_hillclimb 
of the season at the well-known Tegreham 
course near St Austell on Easter Sunday. 
Morse, who runs a garage for his father at 
Beryan, near Truro, took his Clan Crusader to 
second BTD in 21.90 s and in so doing he 
defeated the longstanding previous class 
winner Don Staton by more than l 5. 

ge crowd, 83 entries enjoyed a 
sport with the sole exception of 
Philip Hase who double somersaulted his 
Escort with dire consequences. BTD man was 
Ray Thomas in his Revoray Mk II who went 
up the 600 yds course in 21.62 s to collect 
the Metro Par Trophy yet again. In two of 
the 12 classes there were great struggles Fred 
Lawton (1293 Cooper) taking Class 3 by a 
whisker while David Phillips (Anglia) only 
did one run with his 1600 cc model but he 
pipped Roger Hearn (Anglia) by almost 1s 
to inflict the first defeat on Hearn for over 
@ year at the course, 

Best of the five starters in the 850 Mini 
class was Peter Gilbert who did 25.35 s com- 
fortably ahead of Monty Passmore but Denis 
Julian had his work cut out to win the next 
upto 1000 ce, for his 23.70  pipped 
Michael Cannon's similar car by a mere 0.07 
with Richard Clayton a good third in 24.11 s. 


Keston, Mint man Skinner won by three marks 
from A. Stagg (Imp), and other class winners 
were: Robert Boyd’ (Mini), 14 marks, Ray 
Evans (Cooper), 15 marks, M. Dockrell 
(MGB), 15 marks, William Mariner (Escort 
GT), 25 marks and Graham Appleyard (VW 
Special), 47 marks. 


margin. Robin Bowes headed 11 contestants in 
the big saloon class with a really quick 
22.56 s for third BTD in a 22-litre Viva which 
effectively saw off John Wadsworth’s BMW 
2002 by more than 1 swith James 
Pascoe’s 2-litre Anglia way of the pace but 
still third: 

The over 1100 ce sports car class went to 
Tony and Angela Chipp in their GSM. Tony 
did 24.29 s while Angela was by no means 
fan also-ran for she did 2473 s to keep her 
husband on his toes. Ed Scobey, a venerable 
supporter of the club was third with a Morgan 
1600 while William Holt’s Plus 8 model took 
the big sports car class in 23.7 s, more than 
2s up on Alan Berriman (TR6) who 
hhas not set such good times with the car as 
he did with a Morgan. 

William Pascoe’s Crossle took the sports and 
sports racing class in 23.28 s and then Tom 
Elton brought out his Cooper to take the 
small capacity single seater clas in 2281 5. 
John. Frampton's ‘Terrapin was close behind 
in 23.17 s. Completing the field was Jeremy 
Ferguson in his NSU rot 


over half a second up on Robert Tennat in hii 
Cooper Mk IV, 


Ford Motor Club (Southampton) had 35 ent. 
Hes for their 12 test autotest event on Good 
Friday at Widelane, Southampton, and Terry 
Mears brought along his Austin 1300 Country- 
man to take the major honours. Class winners 
were Tony Shrapnel (Mini), Dieter Abrams 
(VW), Dave Simmons (Popular) and Peter 
‘Wignall (Saab). The Saab team took the team 
award and the best lady was Miss Marilyn 
Watts in her Mini. Best Ford MC member was 
Barry Gardner in his Cortina GT. 


SPRINT 


Ravenscroft beats Rose 


Midlander John Ravenscroft took BTD when 
Lancashire AC ran the second round of their 
‘Thomas Motors sponsored Sprint and_ Hill 
climb Championship at the RAF base at 
Woodvale, midway between Southport and 
Liverpool ‘on Easter Sunday. On the second 
of his three runs over the 2.1-mile course he 
averaged 90.21 mph in his McLaren MLOB 
to record a time of 83.76 s. In second place, 
but almost a second down was Bob Rose, 
also from the Midlands, who did 84.63 5 in 
his McLaren M14B. 

Seventy-four entries were received for the 
event which was all wrapped up in just over 
five hours and during the event four drivers 
collected ‘maximum points in the champion- 
ship. Vic Mills and Paul Ratcliffe are now 
jolnt leaders of the series with 32 pts. 

Best of only five contenders in the up to 
1150 ce touring car class was Peter Haughton 
(Datsun Cherry), who did 108.91 5, but in the 
combined two higher capacity classes there 
‘was much more competition. Winner was 
Colin Shutt @-litre Capri), who did 106.41 s 
to just hola off a determined John Casey who 
took his 1293 Cooper round in 106.55 s. In 
the up to 1000 cc special saloon class Rat- 
cliffe and Ken Tomlinson dominated proceed- 
ings with their shared Mini, Ratcliffe doing 
105.81 s to Tomlinson’s 107.24 s. W. Hollins 
was third In his Mini in 111.11 s. 

The over 1000 cc class produced 10 com- 
petitors of whom Mike Newman came out on 
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top with his Viva GT with @ first run of 
97:79 s, This was 5 5 better than Vic Mills 
in his 3-litre Capri, who had hoped to be 
classified as a touring car. Third was D. G. 
Woodcock (1275 Cooper) in 104.34 s. Making 
‘a welcome return to the series after a nasty 
accident last year is Miss Sonia Barnes in 
her completely rebuilt Midget and she domi- 
nated the mod sports (up to 1300) class in 
119.14 s finishing 3 s ahead of her nearest 
rival. G. T. Broster (Ginetta G4) was an 
equaily comfortable winner of the 1600 cc 
‘class in 116.04 5. 

The big mod sports were linked with two 
classes for GTs and here Jack Tattersall took 
his 3i-litre Ginetta to a narrow win in 97.05 s 
with Steve Lawrenson (Landar) doing 97.43 s 
‘on his only run. Second time out there was 
fa big and expensive bang. Best of five in the 
up to 1100 ce racing car class was the Chev- 
ron B17 of K. Hodgkinson who did 101.63 s, 
miles ahead of P. Kirby's Terrapin. Third i 
the bigger banger class was John Kitchen in 
his March 722 who did 87.43 s. 


AUTOCROSS 
Warren’s Floot 


A large crowd turned up for the first big. 
autocross meeting in she south west on Easter 
‘Sunday when South Hams MC had 69 entries 
for their season opener at Hendam Farm, near 
Kingsbridge. Instead of giving the major 
trophy, the Floot Bowl, to the fastest man on 
the course the club arranged a third run after 
the two class runs and the award went to the 
driver setting the best improvement. After a 
good tussle this finally went to George Warren 
in his BDA Escort who clipped no less than 
8 5 off his best class’ run to. come 
home in 1 m 38.2 5. 

Quickest time of the day was recorded by 
Tim Shilston in his Pimpernel Special who did 
1m 340 s and he won his class of only 
four “specials by more than 3. from 
K. White in his Nimrod Special, Back at the 
start of the programme the best of the eight 
standard car class entries was Keith Newland 
Hodges in his Simca Rallye who did 1 m 48.0 5 
In fine style to hold off the BMW 2002 of D. 
Brooker who did 1 m 48.6 5, Bernard 
Rodemark turned up with a brace of Mini 
and had a win and a second. His win came 
with the 860 car which he took round in 


win as M. White was only 0.4 s away in 
second while A. Taylor's third place was 
achieved in 1 m 43.8 5, 

R, Grimwood 
a fine win 


1300 ce Popular 
ler capacity. fron 


the 
ron weighed. in 

his TVR 

Vixen in winning the sports car class in 1m 


37.6 s. However, he broke the suspension with 
his exertions and so he missed a second run, 

Biggest class of the day was in the up to 
1000 cc class for Minis and here Roger Brunt 
ruled the roost and his time of 1 m 37.2 5 
was good enough to win the class by 
2 s from P. Lane with M, Bailey. third, 
‘There were 13 entries in the big front-engined 


similar car who just headed S. Weall’s Vi 


The third Mini class went to D. Baskerville In 
1 m 39.6 s who pipped Rodemark by half a 
second while M. Wright completed two laps 
of the 900 yds course in 1m 43.2 § to take 
third on a class of only seven, 


gtngt ia Uae 


Hawker’s Index 


Two Mile Down, Wiltshire, was the venue for 
V. Hawker to take an index of performance 
vietory in the Easter. Monday prod trial arran- 
ged by Salisbury & Shaftesbury CC. In his 
1600 Escort he dropped 60 marks on the 30 
sections to head a field of 55. Class winners 
were Ken Hoare (Mini), 52, marks lost, Charles 
Barter, in his Popular who dropped 29 marks, 
Richard Acres (Ford 100E), on 117 marks, 
Paul Skelton (Midget), on 39 marks and Imp 
men Colin Ellis on 29 and Ben Sheppard 

55 marks. Mrs Bridget Barter took the ladi 
award on 44 marks and best novice was I. 
Short (1300 Escort), who dropped 167 marks. 
Special diver Bob ‘Curling took his Cannon 


© Rod Chapman's new Escort, built up by 
the works, appeared briefly fora few laps at 
Lydden on Monday. 


Sports extra 


AUTOCROSS 


Charity event draws 5000 


‘Torquay garage mechanic Alan Northway put 
up BTD on Easter Monday when Haldon MC 
ran their successful Easter autocross in aid of 
charity and with a crowd of more than 5000, 
officials hope to make a substantial contribu- 
tion to the Brixham Seaman Boys Home. 
Northway drove his 1293 cc Mini-Cooper in 
spirited style to take the Independent Trophy 
In2 m 15.65 pipping Tom Shilston’s Pimpernel 
Special by three tenths. Several competitors 
who did the previous day's South Hams MC 
event entered and Bernard Rodemark and 
George Warren were among the class winners 
‘on both occ 


wgined fwd up to 850, getting down 
to.2m17.45 in his Mini to pip Julian Thomas 
in a similar car and by ccincidence Rodemark 
put up exactly the same time with his 1293 
Cooper in taking second in the over 1000 cc 
class. Winner in this section was Dave 
Baskervill, who did 2 m 17.0 s on his first run. 
The other front-engined fwd class winner wi 
John Ballinger Snr who went round four laps 
‘of the 900 yds course in Z m 19.0 s to pip 
Phil Lane (Cooper) by more than 1s while M. 
Rose (Cooper), put in a neat 2 m 31.4 s for 
third in class ‘and novice winner. 

The up to 1300 front-engined rwd class was 
dominated by Anglias. Gordon MacLeod took 
the class in 2 m 27.7 s way ahead of Roger 


Pepler who recorded 2 m 33.3 3, while 
Roger Mack was third 3. 5" behind 
Pepler. In the bigger capacity class George 


Warren put his BDA-engined Escort firmly 
into Srst place with a resounding 2 m 16.5 5 
this being third BTD and he had some 12 s 
Over John Longdon's Anglia with Barry Hal 
‘also in an Anglia, third 

‘The combined sports and rear-engined class 
produced only three contestants and Terence 
Keen (Sprite) had an easy win in 2 m 309 5 
over C. Crocker's TR3. Six specials turned up 
and Shilston's Pimpernel machine was easily 
the quickest and his 2 m 15.9 s left Dave 
Phillips (Kenford Special) almost 4 5 behind 
while Mrs JIL Phillips drove the Kenford 
round in 2 m 30.9 $ to take the ladies’ award. 

The first of two classes for road cars pro- 
duced 14 running with grip tyres and John 
‘Chapman's Mexico emerged triumphant in 
2m 315 s after an exciting dice with Paul 
Knyeston’s Anglia. The Opel Ascona_of Alec 
Griffiths came third on 2 m 33.6 s. Ten cars 
turned up for the battle in the without grips 
class and Mike Wyatt, whose more profes 
‘sional autocross car broke down the previous 
day, showed great style and determination in 
getting a Consul round in 2 m 27.8 s beating 
all the “grip” merchants. Keith Newland- 
Hodges (Simca Rallye) also went well to 
record 2 m 29.7 s and Roger Pepler’s Mini 
was third, 


RALLYCROSS 
Douglas reigns 
overall at Lydden 


Rallycross returned to Lydden Hill on Eastec 
Monday when the BARC (South East Centre) 
attracted 60 entries for the first of their three 
rounds this summer. On a fine but dusty day 
it was survival of the fittest and Ron Douglas 
emerged triumphant with his Escort 1900 with 
‘time of 3 m 4.85 and he only did two of 
the three runs he was entitled to as his gea 
box. brokt 
‘John Taylor, winner of the series last year, 
brought his Haynes of Maidstone Escort 1800 
Into second place on 3 m 6.8 s and he did not 
go out for his third run though no reason was 
Riven why and into third place, and leading 
je British Leyland brigade, came Wayne 
O'Connor with his 1300 Cooper who had a 
best run in 3m 8.4 s Rod Chapman who turned 
up with two cars, his usual 1800 Stormont 
machine and a new one which is still in the 
experimental stage, found the latter unsuitable 
‘and relied on the older car but after setting 
eighth fastest in 3 min 13.6 s the engine gave 
trouble on the second run and he was out. 
Mini Coopers took fourth and fifth overali 
with Mick Bird with a time of 3 m 10.2 s beat- 
ing Will Gallup by 0.4 8 and John Smith 
brought his Escort 1800 into sixth with a 
3m 11.2 s. Completing the top ten were Trevor 
Reeves (1500 Cooper), 3 m 12.6 s, then Chap- 
man, followed by David Potter (1500 Cooper) 
in 3m 14.0 8 and finally Trevor Hopkins 
(Escort 1800), on 3 m 14.4 s. 
© Because of the cutback, this year's Associa 
tion of N. West Car Clubs autocross cham- 
Pionship has been cut to only eight events. 
‘The season started with the PAN meeting on 
May 26 and other events are June 2, GEC 
(Stafford); June 9, Lancs & Cheshire: July 
14, Lancs & Cheshire; August 18, Rhyl 
September 15, Bolton-le-Moors; September 22, 
GEC (Stafford); September 29, PAN: Octo: 
ber 6, Liverpool. Details from : Mike Skerratt, 
20 Meadow Way, Walton, Stone, Staffs. 
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RALLYCROSS 
British entries in Europe 


second round of the Belgian national 
rallycross. championship was graced again 
last weekend with two British competitors, 
the two unrelated Smiths, John and Mike, in 
1.8 BDA-engined Escort and Mexico respec- 
tively. They were the first British visitors to 
the pleasant Arendonk track near the Dutch 
border, but they suffered from a rule which 
says that the final results include one practice 
lap time as well as the other two best times 
Consequently, they would. normally have 
finished higher up In the results than they 
did. Mike Smith finished a lowly 22 cnd in 
his standard Mexico, while John Smith did 
well to finish eighth in the event won by 
Edgar Eerekens in a BMW-engined Escort, a 
popular combination on the Continent. 
Meanwhile, In Austria, John Taylor, Rod 
‘Chapman and Ron Douglas found the ‘going 
rough in an Austrian championship round, a 
‘weekend they would prefer to forget. Taylor's 
Haynes of Maidstone Escort was decidedly 
fered by the end, while Rod Chapman's 
similar car all but fell apart. Cause of the 
trouble was partially the rough track, and 
partially “the ‘team driving tactics of locals 
Which made the racing similar to a 100 mph 
stock car race. 
@ Durham MC provided two winners and Car- 
lisle MC one class winner when Washington 
& Dist MC ran their autotest on the Washing- 
ton trading estate on Easter Monday. Paul 
Swift (VW) was the overall winner from an 
entry of 23 and other class winners in the six 
tests were Alan Thomson (Mini) and Bill 
Troughear (Midget). A. Turner put his Mini 
gently on to its side on one test but continued 
unabated 
© Chris Bradford came out of 10 years’ retire- 
ment to show 17 other competitors how to go 
prod trialling on Good Friday when he won 
the Eastbourne & Dist MC event in his wife's 
Fiat. Twenty-one sections were laid on at 
Polegate and other class wins were recorded 
by Russell Peters (Mini), Malcolm Knight 
tAustin Seven) John Ovenden (Midget) and 
Richard Greville (Simca) 


SPRINT 
Morris’ record 


A new outright circuit record and two new 
Glass records were established at the Easter 
Sunday pursuit sprint meeting organised by 
Pembroke MC at the disused airfield course at 
Talbenny near Haverfordwest, David Morris, 
previous course holder brought out his new 
acquisition, an Ensign F2 fitted with his last 
year's FVA engine and he clipped his old 
record of 94,60 s by almost Is leaving 
it at 93.12 s for two laps of the 1200 yds 
course, A large crowd—one of the best the 
club has ever had for an Easter meeting— 
also saw Malcolm Davies clip a huge chunk 
off the 1150 ce touring car class record getting 
down to 111.46 in his Anglia while the third 
record man was Alun Morgan (1328 Cooper) 
who took more than Is off the 1150 cc 
touring car class previous best. 

Davies was the first of the 56 entries to get 
cracking and he did so in impressive style 
but Geoff Jenkins also did well to equal the 
Old record of 114.08 s in his Imp to e: 
the runner-up spot, In Class 2 Mor 
record is now 107.91 s in his Cooper as 
Against 109.04 s which he set last year. He 
easily saw off the more powerful Mexicos of 
Kim Liewellin who did 113.42 s and Danny 
Owens who welghed in with 115.01 5, 
Although there were only four contenders in 
the special saloons class, up to 1000 cc, Derek 
Chambers and Mike Lennard had a battie-royal 
in thelr Minis, Lennard led first time out with 
105.75 8 but Chambers came through with 
105.65 s on his second run to take the cla 

The over 1000 cc class was easily won by 

the 1500 Anglia of Andrew Jones in 111.51 5 
who was more than 4 up on Stuart 
Watts in his Escort GT. Two  modsports 
classes, for up to 1300 cc and 1301-2600 cc 
produced a win for Stuart Watts in his Elan 
fn 143 s with Andy Jenkins’ Plus 2 taking 
second in 113.02 8. In the next class a pair of 
Stingrays provided great entertainment, The 
Crossle F8000 exponent Richard Evans was 
ranged against an American serviceman Billy 
joe Hager who had 74 litres to Evans’ 5,7 
res, Evans was the quicker by 3's 
in 11444 § but the two class leaders were 
Peter Waldon (Elan) in 111.23 « and Ron 
Birkett’s Lotus 7 which did 111.43 s. 

John Wilson had an easy win in the club: 
man's sport class in his U2 in 107.72 6 and 
When the GT & Sports racers 1301-1600. cc 
were mixed with the up to 1100 cc single 
Seaters Roger Blackmore came through to win 
with his Vixen Imp in 98.96 s, a long way 
ahead of Brian Keane's U2. Peter Waldon took 
his second class win of the day in the last 
class where he returned 98.28 5 with his Lotus 
61 with Billy Morris, David's younger brother 
taking the Ensign to second in 100.30 s. In 
@ top 10 run-off Billy, however, got the hang 
Of the new beast and pipped brother David 
‘with 98.70 s to 101.89 s. 


© Mike Smith, who has been associated with 
Mexico racing in the past, is having his first 
European season in rallycross. Smith, who is 
only 18, has been taken under the wing of 
Rod Chapman, and is currently using hi 
Mexico, although the idea will be to use 
bigger and more powerful cars as the season 
progresses. However, he still needs a spon- 
© 750 (Scotland) MC had 23 entries for their 
closed autotest meeting at Kinnel aerodrome 
near Arbroath on Easter Sunday with Bill 
Stors taking his Mini Special to an.easy win 
in 883 s. Class winners in the six tests 
were J. D. Kent (Mini) on 95.5 s, Dr Kenneth 
Inglis (Sprite) in 97.5 s and A.'D. Morrison 
(Mexico), in 96.1 5. 
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AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


ees, 


Rowrine 


LAND-ROVERS 
30 FOR SALE 


All. types. Modern Land-Rovers 
wanted. Cash and collect. 


Tel : Chesterfield (0246) 


71612/71614 


2002 
CABRIOLET 


M reg. Dark blue, black interior. One lady 
‘owner. £2500 ono. 


Tol: 01-834 7205 evenings 


ESCORT RS 1600 


1972/L. Daytona yellow. 


15,000 miles by one private owner. 
Road use only, no competitions. 
£1089. HP/Part exchange. 
Reading (0734) 85555/6. 
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Maerese cggiettel sls. Surety na hentsting et HAY 
ioe oats me 


‘or nate Nee 
Lotus 


oSS mien ase "Pets Ley Seas ovens 


WR. GUILOFORD, SURREY 


—— 
toe HY UNTUSS 


Maw CARS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Segue RAG Se Ee 


‘eonoPA“GPeciaL. Pars 


172 ALFA RoMES. amo Gr. 05K ‘ise Fadia 


East Horsieya114 


MINE 
Mims, ChUMMAN. wna, October 2972 CL rapatared 
MERCEDES-BENZ 
SYAUQRY ERR) 287 Fincher Rent, wamestens, yyy 
MORGAN 
MALVERN, SPORTS, cans. 4 Home mead, Malvern 
RANGE ROVER 


SOROESREANUE HEME Tehsre mes MAE 


RELIANT 


MBP fae’ Stebee 


scimiTan or (cou 


SRS ts 


SABI 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 47-49 + Racing and Competition Cars 49-52 + Autosport Market Place 52-56 


M. L. RICHARDSON 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, NORTHWOOD, MIDDX NORTHWOOD 25161 
Approx. 100-yds from Moor Park Met. Station A-Z London Main Road Map, Ref. 2.C 


EanSistote oe 
D and A AUTOS FIAT XJ6 4:2 


8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 
(0 rc! 


DINO Reg No 8 AJD 


Indigo blue. All extras. £1895 


COU PE ALSO 


1969, LHD, metallic silver. FLETCHER 16 135 Mercury out- 
board. Snipe breakback trailer. Long 
Beautiful car. Fabulous price. range fuel tanks and other sensible 
extras. £1495 
£1795 ono 


Tel: Radbourne 01-727 5066. ie 1-008 2126 (cay) : 
gerrymarshall) | FERRARI 275 
GTB4. 


205 1136 
Also 9 regular supply of Bentley S1, $2. 
3, Rolls-Royces to. order 


MOVERLEY WATT 
MOTORS LTD. 


1969 reg 350SS CAMARO, with 

mag wheels. Manual with modi- 
fied “brakes and suspension. 
Radio/stereo, four speakers. 


1968 JAGUAR 420 automatic. 
Radio. Dark green. Nice, clean 
Cae £550 

Specialists in aes and Aston 

Martins. 


Tel: 228 3931/223 0198. 


Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW11 


Tel: 01-458 4204 BROMPTON GARAGE LTD. Tel : 01-689 3621. 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 1700 EUROPA SPECIAL CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 


GINETTA “L" reg, Maroon with gold. stripes 


ass 
Fam ar comiifecaice wth ar 
coon siection SF HecoRONANO SPORTS setebeg les oat 


ON THE BORDERS OF 
SIGT pucks AND BERKS 


LOTUS GINETTA SCIMITAR 
tevmediate LOTUS CENTRE 


ai 6600" m 

gearbox, tawmny/oniment tem 

1974 Lown 420 13078 Same 
tun speed, Works, milsoae 

3970 06 42 Auta. Green, “tinted "gluse ee 


Lotus and 
jars by works. 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 


Sports and Performance Cars 47-49 * Racing and Competition Cars 49-52 * Autosport Market Place 52-56 


“Open WSENRAYS aM ZoM 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE SALES ANO SPARES 


PORSCHE 


Leicester 


Accessories and secondhand spares V.W. DERRINGTON LTO. D. B. MOTORS 
for 911/912/91 . FOR MLL of 


WEBER Cole nerrene 


nd_thd. Full 
for ‘American 


65 High i 
Please note ne 


Cederwood (07598) 2470 


189-161 London Road. Kingston 5621/2. ‘Tot : 0533 #24343 and 832534, Telex: 341071 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 47-49 * Racing and Competition Cars 49-52 * Autosport Market Place 52-56 


‘COMPETITION CARS FORMULA FORD | GROUP 1 
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McLAREN MI10B 


Ex Gethin/Holland. Latest specs throughout. 13” wheels. Low 
engine bay. Late type nose etc etc. Fitted with 1973 510 
brake horse Allen Smith small journal engine. Malloy cam. 
Used once since complete rebuild 

New Cintored clutch. New 0G300 box, c/w ratios. Offers. 
Part exchange or split. 

TK Bedford Transporter. Electric winch. Unused since £450 
rebuild, Nice tool. Offers. Will part exchange road car or 


race car. 
STEPHEN CUFF 
WESTBURY 3068 (Wilts) 


TIM WARNER 
& ROD CONWAY 


May 1973 Elden Mk 10. Piper engine, Hewland Mk 8 with 
ratios for all circuits. Automatic fire extinguisher, cpare wheels, 
tyres, battery, wheel bearings, stub axle, radius rods, rose 
bearing, etc, and spare set of body panels. Several placings, 
ready to race. Around £1875. 


Reid four-wheel 2-car trailer. £200 
Tol: Little Chalfont 3150 anytime. 


Spares: two Gin Miniktes, two Sis, three 7Je all with tyres. Anti roll 
ber. ‘two Tront Bilsteine, two front safe springs. one ISAGR siternator 
{E900 ono or axchange for sultable FS or FA car 


STANLEY 3850 (CO. DURHAM) 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


(Cll Cleland. rsing osters For saio 


CHEVRON BS BMW 


CLAN CRUSADER RALLY CAR 


998cc 105 bhp engine. 4-speed Jack Knight straight 
cut box. Ready to compete. 
£1100 ono. Will consider part exchange. 


Bob Leckie, 0224 24170 


£25 te 420 oncr 
01- 862 0602 
WATFORD 30726 evening 
28/30 South Road, 
Edgware, Middlesex 
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LOW COST RACING LTD 


Suppliers of equipment to Club Racing Enthusiasts and Supporters of 1000 cc Formula Four 
° ENGINES 


180 ce Twin cam F3,Vogentune 5 
Woo ce Tenn 3 


with VAT in: 


ter car covers. 36 
w top r Yo or 
paint “ang "Mog. Lac. E1.60. «tin, Choice of 


hays ‘including VAT 


* 
i 

* ot 

& Kew Cssworth MAE engine 
t 

t 

% 


Staride 800. Famous $00 co £3 car 
ee. 530 


“ OEOE earoe. Eas. 
"E50, 1800/1650 "ce Yawndravgh' 
econdhend Ab cam, he Malbay rock 


a0. Ahora 


boo ce ‘biasks, 
Sapa 


far worgn. eso) 
Gi vont uprgn 


arch bodywork, £76. Lotus 
hano/Atlante’ rear wing? 


incidding VAT). and intuges. down 
Giugne MAG Mewiend MMi 6. 30s 
Sho 2" Cows 88 wheels, fitted Inter 


Part exchanges welcomed, road or race. Phone for further details, or call at 


LOW COST RACING LTD 
WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325), FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tel: Farnham (02513) 6666, 9.30 am to 6 pm 

Note : Our prices do not include VAT. 


HISTORIC SPORTS CARS en : RALLY CARS 
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MARTIN WEBB’S BRABHAM BT30 FVA RED ROSE RACING CHEVRON 


Immaculate ultra reli- ie 
able championship win- r. 
ning car. Complete jy 
with FT200 FVA. Spare AJ 
bodywork. 


£2,100 


Tel.: 021-772 5086 (day); 021-744 3327 (evening) 


ANDY BARTON 
offers for sale his 


SCA MINI 1000 cc 


together with spares, slicks and wets. 


seouit (a 


Foaao, 
ies 10rn, 14m, Bin: 


Over (2000 of 


R. D. H. RACING 


2 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire. 
Tel: Bollington 74022 


OFFERS TO ANDY BARTON, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 674449. 
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BALANCING SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


FINANCIAL 


FIRE EXT! 


peteneeerisc tat 


RACEWEAR 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


IRS—NEW AND 8/4 SPARES 


“RACING GEARB X CENTRE 


Paddgnawice Ross, 
Tot: Or-7a0 G37O. (aay) 
‘or-aa6 6781 (night) 
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ROLLOVER BARS 


Something Different 
Safety Devices 


RACING SCHOOL 


CHEAPEST RACIN| 
‘SCHOOL IN 
EUROPE 


ANDRE PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 
RACING SCHOOL : Zolder Cireult 
Free information ANDRE PILETTE, rue du 
Noyer 282 1040 Brussels, Tel.: 02/34.00.98 

Belgium, SERVICES 


ROLLING ROAD. RACING PREPARATION. Gi Fert. aMw 


SAFETY GLASS 


ALEY BARS 


344 (Dept A}, Crichiewond Lane, London, MW2 QJ. 


They're good enough for.. 


- Jacky Ickx and Niki Lauda, first and 
‘second in the Race of C! 
LINEA SPORT FPT Racewe: 
ble by most top di 
ell known for their go 


Distributors: 
ROAD AND RACING 


Tot: 01-242 3080 ~ Cis Wilson 
AYLESBURY TAPPETT 
Goveefe buckungnem Suet. 
Avlesbury, Bucks 
Tel: Aylesbury 85369 ~ Hugo Tippet 
JAYCESSORIES, 


GORDON sPict 
(ASHFORD) LiMiTED, 
Double layer suit £85.00 single layer suit, £55.00 Aahtord, 
Gloves from £12.00 Balaclava £7.50. Fudge bates oulesy Hak 
The area distributors listed will be pleased to give "ALL CAR EQUIPE,, 
you further information Main fo 


LINEA SPORT FPT fal i Sere 


G0 


TRACKSTAR 


UK Distributors - Gordon Spice Ltd. 12b Central Trading Estate. Staines, Middlesex 


1972 (K) SCIMITAR. Rear damaged £825 ono 
(K) SCIMITAR. Engine firo tenga £400 ono 
3000 GT CAPRI £475 ono 


1971 (J) 25 Pl. Stolen/recovered. Taxed. Immaculate £825 ono 
Vi2 E-TYPE Roadster shell. C/w subframes, bonnet, boot and 


SCORPION RACING SERVICES 


Formula Ford Race Hire 


can now offer mid-week practice sessions at 
most circuits. 


Apply : Mike Eastick 
Radwinter 389 
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doors. CORTINA GXL sheil. BGT shell. 3-LITRE CAPRI shell 
3-LITRE CAPAI engine. Fuel injected VARIANT and box. New 


CAPRI GT short engine. ROVER 2000 TC manual box. ROVER 
3800 diff. ROCKET gearbox. 
‘Small trailer suitable FF or Mini 


Tel : Hertford 5316 
Welwyn 4650 (evenings) 
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Ear Evatt (Finehter) td 


Require sprayer/panelbeater to work on sports cars. Self- 
‘employed labour sharing basis. 


Also required 
Young Jad to assist with workshop duties and to learn the 
‘coachwork trade. 


Tol: 01-883 8465 
CAR CRAFT (FINCHLEY) LTD 
LANKASTER GARDENS, FINCHLEY, N2 


GERALD KEMP (MOTOR RACING) 
DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED 


Young man required tant _ mana ‘our Guildford 
ahop. He must be intelligent, honest and dedicated. In return 
he will be paid a high wage with good benefits and @ position 
ot ger at one of our new shops during 1974. All 
jeations will be answered, be. they from. the humble ‘or 
aristocracy. Please write to the Personnel Manager : 


GERALD KEMP (Motor })_ DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED, 
‘459 London Road, y. Surrey, England 


JANSPEED POWER FOR YOUR CAR 


‘Carburetor Kits Increase the eficiency of your eng} 
or at this con giv 
ration. improved hilcummbang and 
roved fuel econo 
‘and come complete 
suring that they 


to tmin/teinchoue OCOE 


GOING TO BRANDS HATCH? 
(and you haven't got a thing to wear!) 


Seats, instruments, wheels, tyres, etc 
SEND FOR (FREE) FULL CATALOGUE 
ALL CAR EQUIPE 
(Opposite Brands Hatch main gate) 
Main Road, 


Kent 


CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshafts from steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced. Formula Atlantic, 
‘BDA and Twin Cam stock items. 

Specials made to order at short notice. 

All types of con rods made to customers’ requirements. 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 

‘Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 

Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


ROLLING ROAD 
Equipped with the latest Crypton anad Sun Tester equipment. 
‘our Rolling Road shop can undertake sof diagnostic 
and setting up work. Whatever your problem, carbul 
Tuning, ignition timing, feult tracing, poor economy, etc. we 
Sure to be able to help. Ring for further details, quotes, etc. 


DYNAMOMETER TEST CELL 


pment. work, 
riving at the maximum power Output 
ail engines up to 300 bhp. Further details and rates on request 


MACHINING SERVICES 

Our modern machine shop can undertake all types of machining 

Fequired "in the preparation ‘of road or competition engines 
BALANCING (some day service ava prior appointment) 
CYLINDER BORING CINDER SLEEVING 
CYLINDER OVERBORING CYLINDER HONING 
LINE BORING CRANKSHAFT REGRINDING 
SURFACE GRINDING VALVE SEAT INSERTING 
VALVE GUIDE REPLACEMENT ‘SHOT PEANING 
BEADBLASTING HELICOILING 
WELDING. TUFTRIDING 
Full details given in our machining services catalogue (send 
3p stamp) 


ENGINE RECONDITIONING AND REBUILDING 
fare able to undertake reconditioning 
both. standard and’ compatition 
Estimates given on’ 


CARBURETTOR SPARES 


We con wide renge of ports 


jets, ‘manifolds, linkages, etc 
or by return of post 


COMPETITION ENGINE PARTS 
Large stocks of camshofts, exhaust manifolds, cylinder heads, 
‘tes! booring caps, valves, pistons, bearings, etc, etc, for 
BMC and Ford 


RACING OR RALLYING A BMC OR FORD CAR? 


than purchase an OSELLI Power 


Mini Migiia. Compl 
Halt ‘engine 
‘co Free Formula. Compiete engine 
Formula. Halt 
BMC 1300 co Free Formula. Compl 
BMC 1300 co Free Formula. Hall 
All units are brand new f 


RALLY UNITS: 
1600 Ford crossflow. Complete engine 
1760 Ford crossflow. Complete engine 


engine 
All units are. brand new, fully blueprinted, balanced, etc, and 
assembled. Many other rally units can be propared incliding 
Twin Cam and BDA. Work’ can be undertaken on customers 
unit to reduce cost. 
ROAD/RALLY UNITS 
£95 
£175 
295 
3 engine kit £175 
All the above are brand new units with tuitrided crank, press 
fit conrode and fully balanced. Send a 3p stamp for our 8 page 
Big Bore catalogue showing how easily you can give your 
BMC A series car 9 new lease of life 
CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE ON PURCHASES OVER £25. 
‘ALL PRICES SHOWN EXCLUDE VAT. 


OSELLI ENGINEERING LTD, 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANTON HARCOURT ROAD, 
EYNSHAM, OXFORD. TEL: OXFORD 880522 
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ASTON MARTIN /ALFA ROMEO /LOTUS /PORSCHE /RELIANT SCIMITAR 
DID YOU KNOW ? 


That Hexagon offer a complete coschwork service? Our 
bodyshop caters for accident repairs in both metal and 
Glessfibre—and provides a specialist prestige respray service 
to Aston Martin and Rolls-Royce standards. Please telephone 
Stuart Pope on 01-485 8848 and ask for a quotation 

‘Or that we have an engine shop able to cope with almost 
‘any problem? We are. currently rebuilding (and partly 
remaking) an obsolete V12 Formula One engine for our 
Maserati 250F, as well as carrying out precision rebuilds 
‘on modern high performance engines. Ask Martin Murphy 
or Bob Fisk for details on ‘3431. 


‘And of course our workshop continues to service and 
repair all sorts of interesting cars—especially those of the 
type that we sell, 


HEXAGON MOTOR WORKS LIMITED, 
Dukes Head Yard, 2/8 Highgate High Street, 
London N6 5LJ. 


Telephone 01-340 3431. 


LET US PREPARE 


ALTA CAR & ENGINEERING CO. 


(MIKE BARNEY) 
We are offering @ personal race car prepara- 
tion and repair service. 
FORMULA FORD TO FORMULA 5000 
Phone us with your requirements 
€PSOM 28939 


350 CU INCH Z28/LTI 1970 375 HP ENGINE 
AND 4-SPEED M22 GEARBOX. COMPLETE 
WITH ALL ANCILLARIES, INCLUDING 


HOLLEY, ETC. 
Most powerful of Chevy small-block engines. Very 
low mileage 
Offers around £750. Will split 
Tel : Rob Potter at 
THINK AUTOMOTIVE. 
01-574 4652 (business). 
Iver 750 (home) 


TWO ONLY 
1973 Cosworth BDG engines — 


unraced. 


JOHN COOMBS 
Tel: Guildford 69944. 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by tactory tained staff, 48 hour 
collection or di ‘on receipt of your instructions.* 
tention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 


8. 
OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 


‘Tol: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
+ WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


EXCITING NEW 
RACING SCHOOL 


Courses every Friday and 
Saturday at Goodwood, 
under the guidance of 


DAVID PURLEY and DEREK BELL 
FORMULA FORDS AND SALOONS 
Sponsored drive for 1975 to 


the most successful pupil 
RACE HIRE 


Competitive Van Diemen and Royale Formula Fords available. 
Mid week testing and promotion 


Please send me details of the racing sch 


ind/or hire. 
olete as required 
NAME 

ADDRESS 


S.H.A.RP. RACING WITH ASHTUNE, 
3 Brighton Place, Brighton, Sussex. Tel: 0243 25348 
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SPACE FRAMES 


TRAILERS 2tonto3tons 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


STEERING WHEELS 


tears, Very special once only price £50 each, inclusive 
of VAT. 
Tol: Burnham 8672, 
261 Bath Street, Slough 


For all wheel problems contact: 


MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 
Classificatic 


jon heading [ (make of car, etc.) 


et 
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| g ee | = the Prize -winners 


Cibié are specialists. They make only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards. They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié. 


FOR CIBIE IN BERKSHIRE 


FLOCKHART AND LANGRISHE LTD 


STATION APPROACH, 
STATION HILL, 
ASCOT, BERKS 


Phone: ASCOT 24791/2 


BEETLE GARAGE 
PLUMPTON GREEN, 
LEWES, 
SUSSEX 
PLUMPTON (079 157) 530 
CAR LIGHTING SPECIALISTS 


CARTUNE LIMITED 
CIBIE FOR V.W's 


147 STANWELL ROAD, 
ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX 
Phone: 69-53159 


Tel 


TON TYRES 
43/50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, 
KENT 


Phone: 073 22 63333 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 


149° CROYDON ROAD. 9 CARLTON PARADE, 
BECKENHAM, KENT ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1941 Tel: 6624035 


snd spores corvied in steck. 


CARMEN OF ALTON LTD. 
HASELMERE 17 Way Hill 98 512 82 
ALTON 69 High Street 0420 82376 


ROMSEY 338 The Hundred, 0794 512658 
Romsey 


26 Chertsey Street, 
Guildford 


GUILDFORD 0483 76877 


Market Autobars South West Ltd. 
139 CORNWALL STREET, 
PLYMOUTH, DEVON 
CIBIE AGENTS FOR THE SOUTH WEST 
In Car Entertainments and all Car Accessories 
0752-66830 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 
10 BRANDON TERRACE, EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 
We are also Scottish Distributors for 
ALEVBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM , SPEEDWELL, 
BROWN & GEESON, CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
CHECKPOINT RACE & RALLY EQUIPMENT 
London * NORTHFIELD IND Est. 91.993 QUIT 


BERESFORD AVENUE 
LEY 


43 BROUGHTON ST, 


Manchester “‘wancuesten & 


061-834 5424 
prury cane, nastinas 042-47 1526 


GPPOSITE LOCK 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD, LEYTONSTONE, 
LONDON E.11 
Please Telephone 01 556 7700 
All your Tuning needs including 
SAFETY BREAKER, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, MOTO LITA, 
SCORPION SEATS, SAFETY DEVICES, ROLL CAGES Etc 


Hastings 


RALLY & SPEED SHOP 
194 HARROGATE ROAD, 
LEEDS 7 
Telephone: LEEDS (0532) 684020 


Stockists of Moto Lita Wheels 
and Contour Seats 


LARGE STOCKS HELD OF LAMPS & PARTS 


FITTING AND BEAM SETTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE. 


KERR-BRIDGLAND LTD 
52 Westfield Road, Harpenden, Hertfordshire 
ALS 4HW 
Tel: Harpenden (05827) 62575 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


a 


You'll notice some nice 
things happening once you fit 
Michelin Radials. 

A significant saving in petrol 
fora start. A big improvement 
in performance; in positive 
cornering, tidy acceleration, 
controlled braking and bitingly 
efficient roadholding. What's 
more, Michelin Radials give you 
twice the mileage of conventional 
crossply tyres. 

sts prove conclusively 
can save 


